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 Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
5th April 1861. ;

L R e e e o e S S R BPORE - MR oL i35S PR ST B R e ey i et s U T O St Sut i

. No. 63 Read the following Proceedings of the Board’of Revenue, dated 21st February

: 1861, No. 979 :— : :

Read again letter f;om the Collector of North Canara, dated 25th September 1860, No. 140,
submitting the report of his Deputy, Mr. Ball, lately in charge of salt, on the working of that -
Department. : ;

(In Cons., 5th October 1860, No. 5,030.)

% 1. Ordered that the above papers be submitted to Government, with reference to their
7 Proceedings, dated 3rd August 1860, Revenue Department,

In Cons., 4th August 1860. No. 1,291, calling‘for these reports from the salt - manufacturing

Districts. , They need but few remarks from the Board.

2, -On the suzgestions made by Mr. Ball for the improvement of the article produced, by
obtaining information as to the process adopted at Bombay, Mr. Fisher remarks that he doubts
the advisability of introducing the Bombay sy.stem.

3. The Bombay system is an Excise, and nota Government monopely, but Mr. Ball made
no suggestion for its adoption. His remarks have reference to the actual process of manufacture,
and considering the marked superiority of the Bombay article, which is in fact better than most
of the manufactured salt of tbe Kast Coast, though inferior in the size of the crystals to the

~spontaneous salt of some Districts, there can be little doubt that improvement in the Canara

article can be effected, and it would be worth while, as the Board. have already stated in their
Proceedings to Government, datedn23rd February 1860, No. 916, to send the Deputy Collector
in charge of the Department to visit the Bombay pans in view to introducing an improved pro-

" cess. Longer exposure, and longer intervals of gathering, undoubtedly have the natural effect

of increasing the size of the crystals, and although the humidity of the Western Coast climate,
and the frequent showers of rain even during the fine season offer greater difficulties in the

~ southern parts of it than even in Bombay, it is probable that no real necessity exists.for gathering

the salt daily as is now done. The Board will be glad to learn the result of any experiments

tried by Mr. Ball for improving the guality of the Canara salt, previous to his transfer to the
7

Account Department. : ’ V7

4, It will be seen by a reference to paragraphs 166 and 175 of Mr. Plowden’s report, that
in Bombay there are only from four to six removals of the salt from the pans during the manu-

~ facturing season, and that the time allowed for the salt to form in the pan itself is from three

weeks to a month. This very great difference in the process of manufacture is of itself sufficient
to explain the vas\ superiority of the Bombay article.

5. The Board think it would be well for the Collector to have extracts from Mr. Plowden’s
report translated and circulated for the information of his salt Superintendents, He can apply
to the Board for a copy of the Report and of its Appendis, if it is not on his records as it very
probably may nct be.

. - - . »
6. The Goasalt, to which Mr. Fisher refers as being very similar to that of North Canara,
is not a good article, and is doubtless equully susceptible of improvement with that of Canara.

-

=~ The Board are not aware that the Bombay system has been tried and that it failed in
\Ialabm‘. The’ failure that did occur at Calicut was owing to the too great humidity of the
atmosphere.

8. The Board do not think that any exception should be made in favor of the poorer classes
in Canuara by permitting to them the free use of what is described as salt mud, but which is
really an imperfect salt capable of being converted into good salt if the manufacture be undis-
turbed. Such a permission-is not granted elsewhere in the salt producing Districts. The
system opens a door to fraud of which it is not to be expected the classes interested would be
slow to avail themselves : and although it may be difficult to check the existing practice, it will
probably be even more Jdifficalt to prevent the abuse of the privilege which the Collector wouid
concede. 4

9. The apprehension which the Collector entertains of raising undue expectations to be

followed by disappointment in promoting the extension of the manufacture, can only be well
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k From W. FISHER, Esq., Collector of NORTH CANARA,
, dated Honore, 25th Septgmber 1860, No. 140,
I have the honor to submit for the infoltmtidn of the Board, an original rtapox"t‘ from Mr. J.
Ball, Deputy Collector, lately in charge of the salt department in this district, and to offer the

b

following remarks thereon :— :

. 2 Though ou sl manfictue may b capable of mprovement, T dot wheer an gond
3 would be effected by introducing the Bombay system, and would rather in the first instance turn my
9 attention to the removal of defects in our own management. - P ¢ L.

3. Goanese salt, the manufacture of which is unrestricted, is very similar to that of North
‘ Canara, and Tunderstand that an attempt to introduce the Bombay system in Malabar failed
‘i completely. : 4 &
4. Itshould have been stated in paragraph 9, that the salt estimate for the Kundapur taluq
oy proved to be erroneous, and that the past season was taken advantage of there as well as in other
talugs, and with the same result, though the estimated out-turn was not obtaived.
5. Idonot think that the privilege of using salt mud found in the rivers of Canara can be
withdrawn, and prohibition enforced without perpetual and vexatious interference with some of the
poorer classes, and the introduction of evils far greater than any tlmt.egg arise from the use of this

2 ~ mud for salting fish. S e P
- 6. When found under preparation for domestic use, the parties in possession are punished,
E 3 but few and the very poorest in those neighbourhoods where such mud is procurable, are likely

to use it in this way. .
7. The Board’s orders regarding the exiension of salt manufacture will be strictly attended to,

but I think that the construction of new pans on a large scale would only be undertaken in the

belief that existing arrangements are not likely to be interfered with, and it ought to be in my

b 3 power to offer some assurance on this head, as the sudden introduction of the Excise system

" : would be unfair to those who may invest their money in new pans, on faith in the continuance of

the present system. I therefore beg to call the attention of the Board to this subject.
y 8. New cotaurs will certainly be required at Sanekatta, if more pans are constructed, but
b it does not follow that they are necessary now because all the salt manufactured during the last

season could not be stored, for that season was in itself exceptional, and so good a one may not again
occur for years. :

g 9. When the new roads mow in progress are completed, it will be very desirable to

manufacture salt largely at Sedashegur, in order that retura loads may conveniently be procured by

’_ the up-country traders who frequent the port, and for this purpose, T should prefer the southern to

4 the northern bank of the river, on which however a wealthy landed proprictor proposes to open
pans.

‘ 10. The subject will have my best attention when visiting that part of the district.
11. The existing sale cotaur is I think useless, as the resident population buy but little salt,
: and can always procure it from the neighbouring Goa salt works, pgyipg import duty. T
E 12. The measures taken by the Deputy Collector to instruct the out-station servants in the
preparation of accounts were judicious and will, I hope, prove effective. s :

4 e e : : 3
From J. BALL, Esq., Deputy Collector of NORTH CANARA,
To W. FISHER, Esq., Collector of NORTH CANARA,

dated Honore, 17th September 1860, No. 16.
As directed in the Proceedings of Government, deted 8rd August 1860, No. 1,291, I have 2
honor to submit the following report on the salt department of this district :— S mbi e
2. Not having joined the district, as you are aware, until nearly the close of the last manu.
facturing season (30th April), I have not had an opportunity before the setting in of the monsoon of
visiting all the various depbts, but during the month of May, I paid a visit first to the manufactur-
ing stations north of Honore, and subsequently to those lying south. : o




- 3. Al the pans of the district, except those at Sanekatta, are scattered among fields and

cocoanut gardens, varying in depth from 1} to 5 feet, according to the features of the ground, their

level being high water mark.

4. Our pans are divided into *“chitis” of 30 “codiges,”
i B : ges,” each 16} feet square, so that a
chitt.’ .:t eqlfal w.‘li guntas, or 54 chitis toan acre. There is no data as t.o'the‘l erage pro;nce
pe.r chiti, as 1t varies from 1} to 3 garce according to localities. \—‘ﬁ
5‘;i From yhat htﬂe I have seen of the district, there is abundance of land capable of
producing salt, and I have lately received upwards of 100 applications for permission to open out
ftuhm am:i ex::n: pxene:: pans, which is a proof that our present rate of 12 Rupees per garce is
unerative to the manufacturers or rather to th i
e T e 0 the proprietors of the pans, the actual charge to whom
6. T thiok that our mode of manufacture is suscepti i
: v i . ptible of improvement. Instead of gather-
;:E- ;he. salt every d;y, as is now generally done, more time should be allowed for cryatalizatgx: aer:d
= .er.u;xg,haa in these respects our article is much inferior to that of Bombay. But as this will
mumsd :) e q:anhty, although it may improve the quality of the salt produced, it will, no doubt be
qppo:: s sy the mgnnfa.cturers, but before introducing thisas a rule, Lintend trying the experiment
myseT a Ita:::;;t: during the.next season on a small scale, and shall report. the result to you.
e i&.a“b'ed! » m: (;r;);t:)h:l:i::ﬁam li;lexe Bomb;y [::iocess, and especially the length of time the
ore being gathered and the depth of their pans, as I beli
:‘h;:fst::;ez t::e:) "t:e l:a::s :;e,fthe b;:atter the salt will be, owing to their being betfer exposed iolet;:
: ) ent by the fact that the Sanekatta article, where th
is far seupell;or.to the Beindur, where the pans are three times that fl:ptb.e S .
. PR un:fa :lix: :asast season, :hiCh]l:” been a most favorable one, our produce has reached
735 garce, 3 garce above the “ andaz” or fixed annual i :
above the average of the previous five years as shown below :— ks ok o

G
Annual Andaz. .. 4a;(=;(.)
Produce of Fasli 1264 ... :‘3.;1-;
DO; » 1285 sosn aes voe 1,306
Do, VRS U, e 3’363
Do. iR G b i AR 2,215
Do. H 1268 ... 2’547
gV ¢ e 13,078
f Average............ 2,615
> BT T e _4,735

9, This increase, as shown below, is in the Honore and Ankola talu hi :
the produce did not come up to the estimate :— qs, while at Kundapur

Kundapur. Honore. Ankola. Total.

Garce. Garce. Garce. Garce.

Estimated quantity......... 1,494 1,006 2,000 = 4,500
Produce of Fasli 1269.... 1,238 1,282 2,215 = 4,736

Decrease,.. - 2566 In, 276 In, 215 In. 235
- J

-

Total Increase......... 491
Deduct Decrease....... 256

Net Increase.......... 235

1
I

-

Mo, i e e T T

<

10. There has also been a large increase in the sales during the past year, over the average of

the previous five years.

Garee.
Sales in Fashi 1264 ... ... ... 1,125
Do. Shays e 1,302

Do. p 1266 v oo eee 1,871
Do. e JROT T e 1,904
Do. o - 1208 i eni’ s 2,283

- ——

Total...... 8,485

- —

Average...... 1,697 :

e

Sales in Fasli 1269 ... ... ... 2,509

- e

Increase......... 812

11. The sales since the commencement of the present Fas?i exhibit a falling o.ﬁ' as compax:ed
with th; corresponding period of last Fasli, which may be attributed to the extensive sale.s which
ok t vear from the want of salt during the previous one, and also too much salt having been
ek P‘a.ce e id during the last manufacturing season. On a reference to the records, .I find that
tlllarie;:: zll{vz;s been a falling off in the Government sales in proportion as the season 18 favorable
e
i m:‘;"“ faf‘[fl‘:;e'privilege of using efn'th or swamp salt for
sales to a great extent and shoald, in my humble opinion,
facilities for fraud, the people using the swamp salt very

other domestic purposes also.
13. Besides this, our presen

manufacture is not a very judicious ©

curing fish influences the Government
be withdrawn, as this privilege affords
largely not only for curing fish bat for

t mode of employing a temporary establishment for watching the
ne and rather encourages than checks smuggling, f:r_ b:,;ng
only, the peons make it their main object to make as much as they

Z:::lx; %t;izi?)ryte::riod' they :re in employ, but when Mr. Pelly’s sche‘me’of employing
fixed establishment is carried out, I think there will be a better chance‘ Qf checking theae. frauds.
e ; : 1d also be advisable, I think, gradually to abandon all those pans that are isolated
o from the cotaurs and consequently difficult to watch, just as fresh ones are opened
sl dhpne R We shall thus be able in course of time to have a

i o those on favorable sites. : .
e g i ered together as at Sanekatta, although not to such an extent. With this

nufnbexz ¥ g anf:;l:lxstpans should be allowed to be opened out, nor existing ones extended unless
ObJe?t o taur. Instances where there is sufficient ground for the opening out of pans
c?ntlguous oy c\i)antit'y (say 500 garce or more) should be considered exceptions to this rule,
iroc algriebg necessary to erect cotaurs for the storage of the salt. ‘
it tock on hand at the end of last month (August) was 4,222 garce, about sufficient to
1}5" dOu;'nsd of the next 16 months, or up to the end of December 1861,’ iudepandegt of the
e i ed to South Canara ; and if our next season is as favorable as the past, we shall next
iol?gizczzvr:?:nuch larger quantity in store and be in a position to meet a larger indent from

South Canara.
16. The Board of Revenue have,

employed for
possibly can

in their Circular of the 10th April 1854 directed that a

3 i be kept on hand, and to secure this, our
§ al to two years' consumption should always :
;:,::u:: l:honld not{)e confined to the usual andaz” or estimate, but each manufacturer should

have full liberty to produce as much salt as he can, }::11 was allowed last season.
17. To store this increased manufacture, we s e o o

- t" a b
otaurs at the manufacturing stations capa % making a total of 68 cotaurs for

0 i 0 garc
¢ sale depéts capable of storing 1,120 g king :
i t is, :ore than two years' consumption. But 1t will be seen from the sub-

A

at present 44 ¢
at the inland an
storing 5,640 garce, tha

have to erect additional cotaurs, ‘We have

A
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ANkore.—Manufacturing R 5360 - ga1p Difference 6535.
T Anikola const do.

-aﬁ-‘...v."'..._.'......"..; : 1 % 50 y
4 da' dOg....A-.u;‘.-..'..-... e 1 20

in always keeping the full
18 very doubtful), we shall st;ll

2L It will be necessary, I think, to erect cotaurs at Sed
- Annappa has applied for permission to open out

~ increased to 1,000. Should we succeed in manufacturing salt at Sedashegur, we shall be able to
~ furnish South Canara with a large quantity annually, independent of what may be taken up the

Anshi and Keiga Ghats by the inland traders. Of this I cannot confidently speak until the result
~ of Annappa’s experiment is known. ; ‘

- 22, Thad it in ‘contemplation to recommend the abandonment of Sedashegur as a sale
pepdt m:-mo\nt of the very limited sales, caused no doubt by much Goa salt being smuggled
into the district’; but since the new Police have entered upon their duties a number of cases have
been latterly detected, and it is to be hope

ashegur before loug, as one Kadea
pans for producing 500 garce, to be eventually

' shegur becoming a manufacturing depdt, makes it desir.
Z‘“ S i able that it should not be abandoned without a fair trial,

1

i

possible to supersede the present mode of

23. Weighment should be introduced as early as
\/ the extensive frauds now practised will

measurement in all salt transactions, as without this

= oo

. . 4 f] f °ﬁ i
end. T havehad sufficient opportunity whilst Tahsildar 9 o!B:ntW&lit u; t!‘:e r:‘:i
s oome‘to a;: h the salt is measured both by the Mopla boat-men w- F eo: ghe uma number
e mum(x}er i el:t measurers, and it is a very rare case that a measurer will make
and the Governm Svoin sl ] e
mercals twice over out of a given quantity. ; e T e o s of the Dow
e During my tour last May, I found that in almost ever i ::écl::w had ot
2:% ccounts had not been understood by the salt servants, and her;:ed”i‘:n servant from each
accoun : ing in of the monsoon, ord ‘
. Itherefore, on the setting In of th A have any
Mm.‘ msw?ﬂ:ﬂci: :S:t‘::nts, sird have-plainmt S BN B e SN o S
’ . the accouuts in future. ek )
for not regularly keeping up 3 ich T assumed charge of the department,
exc;% In conclasion, I beg that the late period on whchylmedwf ge of the dep
will stand as an excuse for the briefness of this report. i

EIR v o ot
Bl o5

Exd. J. Tulloch.

o
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