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!._f L No. 51 Read the following letter from Captain H. R. MORGAN, Officiating Conservator
of Forests, toJ. D. SIM, Esq., Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, Fort
Qaint George, dated Mudumallai, 16th May 1861, No. 469 :—

Sig,

1. With reference to the Orders of Government, No. 102, dated 15th January 1861, I
Lave the honor to forward a revised List of the increased Establishment for the Conolly T(:uk

Plantations of Nellambr.
9. 1 have reduced the Peons by six, as I consider that number sufficient.

p ve re-classed th i i ise i .
3. I have re-cla d the coolies, as owing to the general rise in wages good coolies are not

obtainable for & Rupees a month.

: 4. There is a discrepaney between the present Establishment now forwarded by me and
LT the former one ; it is attributable toan error in the Collector's Office where the list was compiled.
5. T have inspected the whole of the plantations. The twelve plantations from 1843 to
1854 require thianing. Some idea may be formed of the number required to be taken out, when
the Sub-Conservator allowed that in the 1846 plantation only 2,000 trees out of one lac planted
h9d been thinned out, or one in every fifty, whereas it should have been at least one in four, or
twelve times then umber. Brown of Arniston (the great authority) page 299, lays down that in the
case of hard wood trees reared for the sake of “ value of timber,” and for giving shelter at the same
time,the distance between each tree should be equal toabout half its_height. Now, the trees in the
1846 plantation are more than 35 feet in height, and with but few exceptions standing only seven
feet apart, whereas at the first thinning, which ought to have taken place in 1856, they should
have been left some twelve feet apart, and ought this year to average ebout eighteen feet apart ;
_ but consequent upon no regular thinning system having been pursued, it would be risking to(’,
much to thin them out to more than 12 feet apart this year, and in January 1864, they can 1:3 left
standing at 18 feet apart. The evil effects of overcrowding were particularly manifest in the

plantations from 1846 to 1854; the results were hide-bound decaying branches and thin stems.

6. 1f I cannot proceed myself to these plantations in December next, the time for marking
the trees, I propose that Major Babington should go, as it is absolutely cisential’ to-dheir
proper development that they should be thinned out this year. At presentsome of the planta-
tions are standing still, and some have gone back.

7. The present grant of Rupees 6,000 will, T fear, only suffice for keeping the planting
operations up to the mark, and I would therefore request Government to sanction an extra sum
of Rupees 2,000 for the thinning that should take place this year. The value of the thinnings
will amount to far more than 2,000 Rupees.

8. This year they will plant out about 30 acres or some 36,000 plants, about one-third of
the full number, but next year if the present Establishments are occupied solely with clearing
new ground, they will be able to accomplish three times the amount. To clear and plant out a
Jac of plants requires about 12,000 coolies. Vide tabulated statement, and it will be seen that
the Establishment is little more than equal to this.

9. A faultin thinning has been committed ; the old stumps were left ; from these, shoots
sprung up incapable of becoming good trees, but quite sufficient to absorb the food required by
the healthy plants; in thinning, the young plants should be taken up by the roots and all old
stumps removed.

10. A survey of these valuable plantations is very requisite.

11. T have requested the Collector to assist the Sub-Conservator in having boundary marks

ng the date of the plantation and number of trees planted, set up at the corner of

of stone, beari
the Sub-Conservator, alone knows the boundaries

each plantation. At present Chatoo Menon,
and the number of trees planted.

12. T was much struck with the appearanc
natural teak ; they were stunted to the last degree,
the whole food in the soil, whereas where the young teak was p

e of young trees planted in the vicinity of the
showing that the larger trees had absorbed’
lanted near 2 blackwood or other
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9. With regard to the future working of the plantations, the Native Conservator, Chatu
Menon (to whom is due the success of the undertaking), thinks that with an extra Establishment
of the same strength as the present one, he would be able to lay down 70,000 plants per

annum.
The old Establishment would not be able to put down more than 50,000 seedlings, as they

have the extra duty of attending to the thinning of the plantations now in growth.

t, at an annual expense of Rupees 6,000, would lay down

However the total Establishmen
n a money point

1,20,000 young trees. The ultimate benefit to Government will be enormous i
of view, and the sooner the trees are got into the ground, the better.

10. Tt is impossible to say what the expected annual returns will be, but it is believed that
the expenses of the present Establishment will be covered in future, and that in the course of a
few years, we shall see the receipts equal to the disbursements.

11. A statement containing the var ursement is forwarded

ious items of receipt and disb
as requested.
P. S.—The accompanying statement contains the present and proposed Establishment
as recommended by the Conservator. To my idea, it admits of considerable modification in
regard to the number of superior servants, which seems to be unnecessarily large, whereas the
number of coolies is put down at too limited a figure. The adjustment of the regular Establish-
ment might be arranged and reported on after the experience of one or two working seasons
shall have been gained, and enabled us to judge correctly of what is really necessary.
(Signed) P. GRANT, Collector.

I. The Nellambiir Plantations contain at

! é ré?: .E" 'g .a_ = g % | present about ten Jacs of trees in all the inter-
; E_e: E é s b ;2:‘5 = i mediate stages of growth, from 1 to 18 years.
'Q_ X ;E EE = ,lﬁg 53 i 9. This number is only given as an
°g ,g E‘, Sg 'U g 55'3_ ‘éé‘ | approximation to accuracy ; the accounts show
l E‘S £= ;s-:q:. 5'15’ Z’g = gg) in round figures 13,70,000 to have been
gt R s B © 7| planted, and 2,00,000 to have been removed
s \ by thinning.
ﬁ 24"?4' _9% 59 | 1,820 3. The annexed table exhibits in a con-
i : ?7’0‘32 _f%_ .‘"8&_‘?9_ ,.5’90_0_ densed form the amount of labor employed
2,964 55 | 58&59 _l|‘:§30_ and work performed since the commencement
i{j.__‘-:_’g_lﬂ)g _é‘r’__ f ~’)_b_&")£_)_ ___l_3f2_79_, of operations.
538 6
48 1:4‘(7):(8)88 gg ; ;; :3:;38—— .4‘. The rate of progress has fallen off
49 | 1,038,880 58 e b ¥ 1T dt’mng th'e lz'ast. foux: years toa very con.slderable
50 | 1,07,500_58 59| 12520 extent, Thisis palt!y owing to the increased
51| 1,23,960 o558 number of plantations to be cleared and
58 | 37,201 B8 | 50 | 11,416 | thinned, and . partly to the fact that for
"53|~ 50,900 i ~11,480” several years it has been mnecessary to thin
54 _8_5,_?06 = 12,094 the plantations of oldest growth.
55 | 1,04,314 _-_1_12,328- 5. A more decided cause for the check
56 | 93,000 12’31'5“‘ received must, however, be traced to the fact
57 | 38,800 g7g0 | that the amount of labor expended on the
(58 | 43,460 8,796‘ plantations Las for the last four years been
59 38,800 —"‘8’*7‘8’0“ diminished by one quarter, that whereas there
60 | 41,680 | ’—8"'780_ were formerly on an average 12,000 coolies,
- there have been for the last four years loss

than 9,000.

T ((l; lh.l 1856 it appears that one-quarter of the permanent
ared their services from the Government to the Nellambr

Establishment of coolies trans-
Réj4, that they have not been
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the difficulty I have found in finding any one of them at all acquainted with the localities, these
visits must be few and far between.

94, These Forests are becoming more valuable yearly froSn_ the rise in the price of the
inferior descriptions of timber, of which they contain large guantities.

25. Tt would, therefore, not be advisable to clear thex.n fo.r plz.mting, and though portions
might perhaps be cleared without much sacriﬁ?e, the?r snua.tlon is -too far removed from the
inhabited part of the District to admit of operations being carried on in them for the present.

96. As regards suitability for the growth of timber, I consider these situations far superior
to any others possessed by Government in this valley.

27. 1 have lately visited the places known as * Kana Koot}la” and Pa}ko.de,” arfd the
accompanying sketch will show that the position of these has been incorrectly indicated in the
Map attached to the Forest Book.

98. They are situated so to form with Walawasherry” and th.e r.lorthern part of
« Penankode” a compact District, and I would strongly recommend that District as the scene of
the proposed enlarged operations.

29. On some portions of the latter natural teak is found in considerable q.uantities, but not
so as to interfere with operations. The soil is evidently favorable, and there is a good deal of
river bank on which the plantations show the Teak to exhibit a decided preference.

30. In “Kana Kootha” and ¢ Pakode” there is no valuable timber standing.

3l. The great obstacle to the progress of Forests operations in these parts, is the difficulty
of procuring labor. Ll

32. The comparatively uninhabited state of the' country .rendelzs the task of maintaining a
permanent Establishment a difficult one, and renders it all but impossible to procure extra hands
temporarily.

33. In the vicinity of Nellambir itself labor is with difficulty procured, but north of
that there is no labor market whatever.

84, The laboring population, scauty as it is, occupies a position of utter dependence on the
landowners on whose farms they reside.

35. Tt has been the persevering policy of the latter to exclude settlers from this valley, who
would otherwise long ere this have occupied much of the waste land, and established bazars and
markets.

36. As it is, Coolies must be brought from a great distance, from the populou's Amshoms
to the south ; and not only this, they must bring everything they requive with them in the shape
of provisions for each day that they intend to remain. :

37. The consequence is that labor is scarcely to be obtained, and at the most exorbitant
rates. :

38. 1 have never seen any District where the same quantity of waste natural rice ground
was to be found. T

39. Asfar north as Eddakurrah the swamps have more or less been brought under c.uluvatlon,
the farms being in the hands of the landed proprietors, and worked by a class of cultivators but
one degree removed from slaves,

40. Beyond this the swampy glades which separate the differe
over thousands of acres, and are with rare exceptions entirely waste,

labor to convert them into rice lands of the best description. :
that connecting Nellambir with the Kakoor Ghét.

nt patches of forest stretch
though requiring but little

41. The only road through this valley is

‘ . es two
42. Ttis only practicable for bullocks; is by no means the shortest line, and cross

deep rivers.

y : onveved
k X g : which men and goods are ¢ b
43. At each crossing a small canoe 18 stationed, by

over,
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(Signed) M.
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