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Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel W,

R i . B s oy ot B s

I. BIRDWOOD, Deputy

Chief Engineer, in charge of Central Office of Public Works, to J. D. SIM, Esq.,
Secretary tg Government, dated Chepauk, 4th July 1861, No. 2,343 :—

1 Letter from the District Engincer, Prosidency, No. 904,
dated 6th June 1861, with six enclosres,
Do., No. 790, dated 6th August 1860, with one enclosure
Do., No. 290, dated 8th August 1860,
Letter from the Acting Principal Commiseary of Ordnanee,
No, 2,726, dared 7th A ugust 1860, with three enclosures,
Lotter to the Distriet Engincer, Presidency, No, 8,801,
dated 0th August 1860,
Lotter from the Garrison Engineor, No. 172, dated 29th
June 1860, with two enclosures.
Letter from the Distriot Engincer, l‘vv,-id('nr-y, No. 313,
duted 28th August 1860,

1 letter to the Distriet Enginecr, Presidency, No. & 621,
dated 4th October 1860

o9

Sik, -

1 have the lonor to forward correspon-
dence, as per margin, regarding certain
claims to remuneration for losses incurred by
Dévéndda Pillay & Co., Contractors, in car-
rying out the Contract entered into by them,
for making certain alterations and additions
to the Arsenal in Fort Saint George, upon
an estimate of Rupees 10,550, which was
sanctioned by Government in Order,
No. 1,523, dated 22nd June 1839.

an

«2. The ground of their application is, that immediately after entering into the contract,

*“ the prices of labor and materials rose rapidly from 20 to 25 per cent., above the estimate rates.”
I'his statement is entirely corroborated by the accom{:nn_ying letter from Captain Rawlins, who

was Garrison Engineer at the time when the wor
accordingly recommended that the work done by

to the new and enhanced rates, observing

was under execution, and that Officer
the Contractors should be valued according

“that his own Department could not have executed

*“1the woik for less,” so that in fact all that is recommended is, that the Contractors shall have
paid to them what must have been their bond Jide expenditure, without any profit at all,

3. The matter appeared to be so purel

the Deputy Chi

No S007, Db Agenst 1840,

o 9021 Hh October

one of equity, that Colonel Horsley authorized
ef Engincer of the Circle to intimate to the
District Engineer, that when the work was completed and a final
report received, he would recommend the claim of the Con-

tractors to the fuvorable notice of Government.

In now dealing with figures, T shall refer to Mr. Sub-Engincer Walsh's
Diswrict Engineer, which clearly elucidates the whole subject,
and to the statement which accompanied it &s representing matters
as they stood after the work had

No. 120, 8xd June 1861,

letter to the

been completed, whereas

‘aptain Rawlin's letter was written twelve months ago when something yet remained to be done
2 h B C. .

5. The value of
caleulaied on the old rates, is Rupees 9,
by themselves i theidPetition to the Garrison Engineer, is Rupees 1,200,
which would be nearly made good
viz., Rupees 1,158-12:8 to the above; the total cost of

Tune 1860

A .
NI () 0

the work executed by the Contractors and
-6-9; their In.w, as stated

to them by adding 12 per cent.,

: X
Lthe worg

would then be only Rupees 10,815-3-0 or Rupees 265-3-0 in excess of

the estimate,

6. To lhis, lm\\'(‘\(‘l', hus to be added the ;H'i(\‘ of a (‘l‘:llll', \'i‘l.,
Rupees 421-12 3, and a sum of Rupees 97-9-11 for erecting an ordinary

staircase, in lieu of a spical one,
Contractor, so that the total excess over
be only Rupees 784-0-2, or about 7§ per cent,
rather more, if the estimate had been closely worked to,
work progressed there were sundry minor alterations

neither of which were put up by the
the sanctioned estimale will
This would have been
but as the
made, which on

the whole made a saving upon the estimate of Rupees 689.9.3,

the cost of naterials ;
papers, without offering any opinion whatever,

. Mr. Walsh is of opinion, that it would be fair to the Contractors to place the same
percentage, viz,, 20 per cent. upon the work done by them, as is known to have
the District Engineer is silont on this subject ;

llt'(’ll :t\i":ul 1o
and lxi"lt‘l) fu!\\:lrd.\ the

On the \\'hnh', | do not feel l“~|nmwi to endorean

the Sub-Engineer's suggestion, but 1 do think Messrs. Dévinéda Pillay & Co., fairly entitled
to the sum of Rupees 1,158-12.3, and | sccordingly solicit the uuthority of Government may be

granted for that amount being dishursed to them out of the general f

A ia a0 3 : E
unds at the disposal of

the District Engineer Presidency, for the carrent yeui
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