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Proceedings of
14th August 1851.

0. 246. Read the following letter from Licutenant-Colonel W. I. BIRDWOOD, Deputy
Chief Engineer, in charge of Central Office of Public Works, to J. D. SIM, Esq.,
Secretary to Government, dated Chepauk, 17th July 1861, No. 2,843 : —

Sin

1. In Extract from Minutes of Consultation, No. 2,166, dated 14th October 1858, Govern-
ment, oo the recommendation® of the then Olfi-
No. 3,9 24th September 1858. ciating Chief Engineer, sanctioned the purchase
=0 : - ; = of a building then occupied as the Sea Custom
: Ilfl““"lﬂr?l:‘d,[?'l&r:“th f"“;::"f‘r’ 1::? 206 and 347, dated 11,40 gt Negapatam, in the District of Tanjore,
T e trons Collector, No. 2, dated 16th February 1861, ~ ata cost not exceeding a sum of Rupees 5,000 ;
of Board of Revenue, No. 2,973, dated 7th and directed the submission of an estimate for
the thorough repair of the building, after the
361. purchase had been effected. Accordingly an
act estimate prepared in this Office, Rupees 3,110. estimatet was submittedf by Colonel Bell,
: and sanctioned by Government in their Order
h April 1860 No. 795, dated 18th April 1860 ; and, on
3rd June 1360. Colonel Hlorsley’s subsequent§ representation
that the sanctioned amount|| was insufficient
> to carry out the work, owing to the rates of
» of the Sea Custom Housa. . . 5000 Jlabor and materials having risen conside-
do. e . 8000 yably, a further sum of Rupees 1,839 was
oo £ S oyt N o L8 oranted, thus making an aggregate total of
. 14,830 Rupees 14,839 sanctioned for the Sea Custom
——— House as shown in the margin, including its

purchase.

Rupees 8,000

(2]

2. On the 14th January 1861, the District Engineer reported that the portions of the Sea
Custom House, which required to be dismantled, had been remov-
Letter No. 206. ed 5 that the foundations of the building were found to be of
brick in clay, some 3 feet, and others 4 feet broad, and
appeared to be in good order ; but that two cracks had appeared which rendered it necessary that
Jarge portions of the walls should be rebuilt from their foundations; that on the removal of the
tiled roof most of the joists were found to be useless, and the tiles broken ; and instead, there-
fore, of shifting the tiles it was necessary to re-roof the building entirely ; and that on the
removal of the terraced roof, the joists of the side-rooms were found decayed and rotten, and
that only 400 Rupees worth of the old timber could actually be brought “into use, instead of
1,300 Rupees worth as had been estimated ; while on the other hand the masonry work could
I:F{;ll(n[]{cu;pi I‘:;)}m:} lul::‘rteci‘l(l ;:‘)lfds{fi;:]!;?as S,(;rt c}txcbif'f(fot,' {mdl the plnftc’ring fo‘r 3 Rupccs ‘instead
. e ] ] t iad calculated the cost of the repairs would

be Rupees 10,442 instead of Rupees 9,839,

3. On the receipt of this report, Captain Oakes was
directedq to put a stop to all work in connection with the
alterations and repairs to the Sea Custom House, and in accordance with further instructions

# Runoes 12 949, which he received, he forwarded a revised plan and estimate®*

: : for a new building of one story only, but of walls of such a

thickness in the terraced porticn of the building, that a second story-can at any time be added,
if found absolutely necessary.

¥ No. 8,761, dated 11th January 1861

4. The District Engineer proposes, under certain contingencies, to retain a portion of the
old wall in the construction of the new building, but I am averse to such patchwork, and have
+ Rupees 370, th'ere(ure included - the itemt{ for constructing that portion

of the wall anew, in the estimate.

5. All the available materials, such as doors, windows, frames, &c., will be made use of
in the new building. ;

6. The proposed building is to be of the best materials, and provides ample accommoda-
tion for all present wints and even prospective requirements, looking to the probability of an
carly increase to the trade of Negapatam, consequent upon the formation of a Railway.

7. 'The plan has met with the entire approvalif of the
Collector, and the Board of Revenue are of “ opinion§§ that it
“ will be good economy to spend Rupees 12,919 in constructing
¢ a sound building rather than Rupees 9,839,” or rather as it is Rupees 10,442, * for patching
 an old and ruivous one,” an opinion in which I entirely concur,

dated 16th Fehra: 1861,
dated 7ih June 1861,

!
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