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Proceedings of the Madras GoaerﬁhzéﬁtL Public Works Department,
13th August 1861. ‘

No. 240. Read the following Endorsement of the Chief Engineer, dated Chepauk, 1st August
1861, No. 3,373 : —

Read the following letter from Captain J. STODDARD, Acting District Engineer, Godarvery,
to Captain F. H. RUNDALL, Acting Deputy Chief Engineer, Northern Circle, dated
Dowlaishwaram, 24th July 1861, No. 226.

Sir,

1. I have the honor to report for the information of the Chief Engineer, that the Godavery
River came down in one of those very extraordinary freshes, which occur at long periods (the last
was in 1849), on the 18th instant.

L

9. The water rose 6 feet 10 inches between 6 p. M. on the 17th, and the same hour on the
18th instant, and continued rising till 10 ». M. on the 20th when, by the Dowlaishwaram Regis-
ter it stood at 29° 3”. It was then considerably above the Rajahmundry Register. It i &
fall but very slowly at 11 . M. on the 20th. g

3. On the 19th morning, I went across to Vizaiswaram to sce if all was safe there, I found
it so, with the exception of one of the head sluice shutters which had been burst in, and the
consequent rush of water was acting obliquely on the river bank between the head and Under-
sluices and was undermining it. This action was soon arrested by cutting down some trees and
forming a groyne which deflected the current into its proper course. Unfortunately, in the
course of that day, and following night, two more shutters were burst in, and the water below
the head aluices by next morning (the 20th) rose to the height of 124 feet on the floor. This
was reported to me late on Saturday evening, the state of the river rendering communication
impossible except by means of steamers. Early on Sunday morning (the 2Ist) I crossed over
in the steam tug * Frank and Ada” with a large boat in tow, carrying 50 tons of stone. I also
took with me some bamboo baskets (similar to those used so successfully in closing the breach in
the Anicut in 1859), with the intention of throwing them in front of the vents which had lost
their shutters. On arriving at Vizaiswaram 1 found the water was standing at 144 feet inside the
head sluices, and 22} outside, I threw in five baskets full of stone, but two of them were broken
to pieces in an instant, thrze remained.

4. T should have persevered in throwing in baskets, had I not discovered that the greater

part of the water which was flowing into the Apparon Channel, and raising its level so fast, was
coming down by the large natural drain which runs parallel with the west bank of the river,
known as the Cuddama Célva, 1 believe. By this drain an enomrous body of water was flowing
down into the Apparon Canal below the Vizaiswaram Lock. There was a large breach in the
river embankment about ? of a mile above the Lock, through which also a great deal of water was
flowing into the said drain. This breach bore every appearance of having been made, as the
embankment was high, and being given to understand that the inbabitants of the villages on the
river bank, such as Widapalli, Maddoor, Covoor, &c., wererejoiced at the water submerging
their lands (which they said it had not done since 1849, und that they were deteriorating in ferfility
in consequence), and moreover, having myself seen three or four Widapalli villagers cutting the
embankment in another place about § a mile above the breach just menticned, I 2w of opinion
that it was intentionally made.

The quantity of water which was escaping through this breach however, was but an insigni-
ficant portion of what was coming from higher up, and inundating for miles the land on the
west side of the Godavery, from Maddoor up to Polaram (as I subsequently noticed). I was
told by several persons, that the main body of this water was coming down from the head of ihe
Cuddama Célva near Polaram, and that there was a breach in the embankment near ihe village of
Chidipee (two miles below Kalapoody) through which a great deal of the water of the Godavery
was escaping into the Cuddama Calva also.

5. I therefore proceeded in a steamer to ascertain the fact, avd if possible to take steps
fowards closing the breach, if there were one at Chidipee. | left this yesterday morning (23rd)
aud proceeded along the west bank of the river as far as Kadapoody. The steamer cculd not
go further owing to the terrific current, which must bave been running at the rate of 7 miles an
hour at least.  There were two breaches, ene above and one below the village of Aurungabad,
1 should say they were both made in order to let the water go over the land, as some of the
].ascars of this Department had seen some of the inhabitants of this village cutting the embank-
ment the day before, and there was no reason apparently why the embankments should have
aiven way at those places, as they were quite as hign as at any other part, There were also two
breaches near Kalapoody, one above and one below the village as at Aurungabad, which looked
as if made either to benefit the land or save the village, which is situated on the brink of the
(iodavery, and is unprotected by any embankment. At Chidring | observed several very wide
gaps in the river embankment through which the water was tearing towards the Cuddama drain.
The cause of the embankment failing here, as faras [ ¢ yuld learn from the villagers whom 1
questioued on the subject, was that the water of the Godavery had:reached it on both sides (on
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the west side it had come from above Polaram they said), and the fresh being so very unusuvally
high, the water aided by the rain and wind overtopped the bank and breached it. These
breaches cannot be closed till the river falls sufficiently to get earth to do so.

I was sorry the steamer could not
greater portion of the water coming dowa the drain was from above that village.

6. There can be no doubt, [ think, that had the waters of the Godavery not found vent
through all the above breaches and drains, they would have risen several inches higher at
Dowlaishwaram anl gone over the hsad locks, probably doing much injury to them. The
Munsif of Kalapoody, one of the oldest inhabitants, assared me, that this was onl y the third time
during his life that he had seen the Godavery in such a high fresh, the last time being in 1549.
Most providentially there was no storm at the tims as on that occasion, otherwise the loss of

life and propert{ would have been vory greatindeed. As itis, | hear that an innumerable
quantity of cattle have perished in the flood.

7. As regards the effects of the flood on our own wo
information as owing to extensive breaches in the Godave

and the breaches and coasequent inuadation of the Westecrn Doita, all communication from Gua-
naram and Martair have been interrupted for the present.

From Chittipett whither [ sent a paddle boar,
calingulah had been washed away on the 20th instant,

Delta Saperintendent, R, Harris, also informs me, thatthe Yerra Célva was coming down
very strong, but that the Nundamer lock and aqueduct were all safe up to 5 r. M, on the 2ist
instant, since which date I have heard nothing more. As the water had begun to abate before

that hour, I trust that no more damages than breaches in the baoks of veral canals by the
flood will have to be reported. > ¢ Danks of the several cana

I am uneasy about the great aqueduct at Guanaram,
happen to it although it must have been completely
so. The river now (12 noon) stands at 24 feet 6 inche

rks, [ regret that I cannot give much
ry embankmeat in the Central Delta,

[ hear that the bridge and piers of the

bat hope nothing serious may
ubmerged for some days il it is not still
8.,

boat, informed me last night a Vizaiswaram
all safe, but that the country for miles round

8. T shall address you ‘8‘_50 a3 s00n as [ receive authentie information of the effects of the
I am about Proceeding just now myself into the Western and Ceuntral Deltas,
9. The Eastern Delta works are, | believe, quite safe. There is rather more water going

dowa the Cocanada canal (7°-3" on head sluices), bug ¢! : s
permit of the closing of any more shutters, 5T b P

I ‘mlg;.ng,ﬁl‘?::g‘h‘&.m'h and 2lst, the town of Dowlaishwaram was in imminent danger, but

Sappers and Miners sent dow l ki vert it were successful. The Otficer Com-.u.mdi“i’
p R A large working pacty, wh : oty #3¢
the town. Mz, Moncrieff, Sub-Engineer V oah, and mont of i veied 10 the i .

R eerainah, and m f the W loyé; also
worked uaremittingly on the embankment which pro ‘:“:ul?i:;‘l :'nl. ‘e Workshop employés

was inundated.

ernment with a remurk that o Telegram, dated 29th

July 1861, was received | : ‘
*d {tom the District Eagineer reporuag
1T 3 inj
elegram that no injury had beeq Sustained to any of m:w“"“” o
throughout

the Del bank-
ment were all the damage that had occurred 1o thu“’wu.::(do.‘h“ e Sreacncs in the rivec ombe

(Signed) W, . HORSLEY, Lieut..Colonel,
Chicf Engineer.

S— p—

No. 241. Oroer THEREON,

13th August 1861, No. 1,546.

Copy of this report will be furnished to th Coalleets 3 istri his
attention drawn to the alleged cutting of the !moulu :f ‘ci o (md"“" g Ao

3 3 } : : Mo These COM®
plaints should be promptly enquired into and the Oﬂ'cnc:, l'l";:)?sdt u:;"lr'. :,.:::..);cd.l hese €
(Signed) J. D. SIM,
S,m:,-,, to Gorernment.

’
proceed as far as Polaram, as all azreed that by far the
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