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~ i;,;:);;édinés of the Madras Government, Public Works Deparm
8th August 1861.
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No. 187. Read the following letter from H. WOOD, Esq., Collector of South Arcot, to
J. D. SIM, Esq., Secretary to Government, dated Cuddalore, 18th July 1861, No. 19:—
SIR,

1. With reference i
1 Nou2107, dated 25 October 1980, i1 el ce to the Proceedings of Government noted
anﬂ'aph 6. in the margin, I have the honor to report, with explanations, the
@ Neo 1,014, dsted 30th May 1861. f)rders that 1 have issued regarding the newly constructed sluice
. in the Adanapet tank.

2. The question to be decided was, whether the inhabitants of Arien Kuppum should be
permitled to make use of the §1uice, or whether it should be closed either temporarily or for a
permanence, and the Ryots of Adanapet be confirmed in the sole enjoyment of the tank. In
reply, 1 beg to state that I have determined to keep the sluice closed for the present, and to allow
the use of the tank to Adanapet alone until the completion of certain improvements which

] propose to concert with the District Engineer.

3. In the Proceedings adverted to, I was directed to endeavour to effect an amicable
arrangement. This, as I had anticipated, 1 found to be impossible. 1 was, therefore, under the
necessity of making a _somewhat leng'thy enquiry into the respective rights of the two villages.
‘These 1 will now recapitulate briefly for the information .of Government.

4. Much stress has been laid on the fact that a large pertion of the actual bed of the
tank lies within the limits of Arien Kuppum. [ am not inclined to allow much weight to this
consideration ; 8 similar fact might be predicated of very many other tanks which, as in this case,
are, and always have been, solely and undeniably in the exclusive enjoyment of a single village.

5 The lands which the Ryots propose to irrigate from the new sluice are dry lands. They
have therefore no claim to water at all, and it is only after all wet lands have been provided
for that 1 should bejustiﬁed in di_verting any water for their use. The wet lands of Arien Kuppum
are irrigated from the surplus of another tank.

6. Of a total Nanja area in Adanapet of 184 Caw.rnies, 140 are dependant on the tank

in dispute. Though the village 15 wealthy and the people industrious they have never yet brought

le of this area under cultivation. Many fields have remained waste and many have

e been cultivated with dry crops.* From these two facts, but

b Y especially from the latter, we may fairly presume that the

ordinary supply of water is insufficient for the whole of their

18- 6-0. wet lands. On the other band, it may be urged as shown in the

13-1341. accompanying statement, that wet crops have been raised on

v certain dry lands. The average of the last seven years, however,

chows that whereas only 22 dry Cawnies have been brought under wet cultivation, 46 wet
Cawnies have either lain waste or produced only dry crops.

~  The Adanapet Ryots offer to improve the tank at their own expense to such an extent

‘ . : . .
as to provide irrigation for all their wet lands and a considerable tract of dry land. They also

ir willingness to cultivate the whole of this tract, and to guarantee the punctual pay-

the who

express the
ment of the whole assessment.

g The financial aspect of the case may then be stated thus: If the Ryots of Arien Kuppum
use the sluice they will be able to raise_wet crops on 40 dry Cawnies already cultivated. The
total possible gain will thus be 200 Rupees (water-tax) subject to remissions which, in the

present state of the tank, would be almost
Cawnies. ns. A Pd inevitable, 1f, on the other hand, the whole
§ Nanjs eeoeoonontt v 24-4-1 179 2 10 .0k is confirmed to the Adanapet cultivators,
Panje T they offer to guarantee the payment of
Water tax on do Rupees 433-2-10 as detailed in the margin, in
excess of the assessment of the Fasli just

expired.

9. Adanapet offers to guarantee this amount, but' t‘llxeir offer I canuoot }in fnil‘rness arl:(cic};)t:
o uinoed that they are offering more than they can perform, more than they cou e
e mence&).f m, and more than they would offer under any pressure ; but the fear of
,x[?ecln\(i“ ‘\? ‘Et‘\ (\),lavé so long considered their exclusive privilege.
e R o orounds I have come to the conclusion previously intimated. I have carefully
1D, O et h 1 concur in the District Engineer’s opinion that with certain
Rer e thoug\m(;:: to suffice for both villages, I think it very questionable
improvemen’s o sary outiay will be met with a commensurate return. This, however, 18 an
e gill(lf(:lz:i‘c"h may be settled by the local suthorities without any special reference to
1esLl! .

examined the
ts the water may be n

ordinary qu
Government.
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