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Wf the Madras Government, Public Works. ‘«Dre}a(artmenf,' 5

6th August 1861.

O e G

No. 92. OrpErR THEREON, Gth August 186!, No. 1,473.
1. The bills are sanctioned.

2. With reference to the second bill, however, the Government consider that the provisions
of paragraph 52 at page 588 of Grant’s Circular Order Book do notapply to this case ; for Captain
Moberly appears to have volunteered the execution of the verandah, and not to have been ardered
by the Officer Commanding the Division to build it on the score of its being necessary for the
hezalth of the troops. However desirable an improvement the addition of the verandah may have
been, it certainly wasnot “emergent” in the proper sense of that term ; at all eventsit would have
admitted of the brief delay, ?vhich a reference to the Chief Engineer would have caused.
Captain Moberly, in the opinion of Government, was not warranted in undertaking on his
own responsibility a work not included in the sanctioned estimate, and thus causing an excess of
no less than 22} per cent. The Government also wholly disapprove of Colonel Birdwood's
endeavor to justify Captain Moberly’s appropriation of an expected saving to en entirely
new work, and of his further assumption that he could exceed his estimate if he did not go
beyond the margin which the Chief Engineer is authorized to pass. Such laxity should
have been rebuked instead of palliated by the Head of the Department,

(Signed) J. D. SIM,

Sceretary to Government,
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