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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Worls Department,

6th August 1861.
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Read the following Endorsement of the Daputy Chief Engineer in charge of
Central Office of Public Works, dated Chepauk, 2nd July 1861, No. 2,254 :—

Read the following letter from Captain J. BEAN, District Engineer Malabar, to Lieutenant-
Colonel W. I. BIRDWOOD, Deputy Chief Engineer, Southern Circle, dated Calicut,
11th June 1861, No. 58.

SIr,

L. In conformity with instruction conveyed in the 9th paragraph of the Government Order
No. 1,954, of the 19th September last, received with Proceedings of the Chief Engineer,
No. 5,090, of the 24th idem, | have tha honor to submit a report on the operations carried
out in Wainid, from the sum of Rupees 80,000, sanctioned for opening out communications
in that District.

2. The work was commenced in December 1860, but very little of importance was carried
out until March, sothat we have had only at our disposal two or three months of the fair working
season. Lieutenant Smalley, 2nd Assistant District Engineer, who was appointed to Wainad,
did not take over charge from Mr. Smith until the 26th January, and was then attacked by fever
which kept him on the sick list nearly the whole of February.

3. The work people commenced operations on the road from Manantoddy to Bavally, in
the Mysore Frontier, and several steep hills impracticable for bandies have been turned for g
distance of 1,900 yards, and one or two other similar improvemeats are in course of execution,.
As soon as these hills have been turned, the road will be very good throughout, and there is
only one river to bridge, which [ understand is scarcely ever impassable in the monsoon.
Besides the new line, 110 yards have been repaired thoroughly, and 900 yards retraced.

4. The new trace via Terri6r, from Lakadi to Manantoddy, has been commenced upon,
and one and a half mile of road near the latter town has been opened out. About 10 miles of
trace remain to be opened out to the full width, and several bridges have to be built,

5. A large portion of work has been carried out on the line from Nelialum to Goodaloor,
a portion of the Neilgherry road, on contract, and on the line from Goodaloor to Teppakédu,
On the former the bamboo mats have been removed from all the bridges, and the work re-built

substantially with wood. Three hills have been turned, and new line made 980 yards in
length by 6 in breadth, a new road through paddy fields, for a distance of 610 yards 1% yard high,
has been constructed, and the old road through other rice fields raised and re-made for a funhex’-
distance of 1,120 yards. The road has been repaired also, and trenches cut for a distance of
44 miles. At the approaches to several bridges, the line has been altered for 210 yards in
length. On the latter road the bamboos for the whole distance of ]2 miles have been cut
way and rooted up, making the line wide enough for bandies; one bridge hus been built.

6. The bridges on the old road from Manantoddy to Kalpatti and Lakadi have been

partly repaired on contract, and a few still remain to be completed.
7. The expenditure in the year up to the 30th April has amounted to Rupees 1,1995-13.5.

8. With regard to the formation of a labor corps, very little success has been met with
as yet in obtaining men to bind themselves down for monthly service. The whole system
hitherto in force in Waindd is against the working out of such a scheme, as the coolies
who bave hitherto been engaged there are residents of Mysore, who hold small plots of
lend and who invariably return every year to their homes. They are very averse to binding
themselves down for permanent work, and the Coffee Planters do not expect a change of things
in this respect. The Artificers, such as carpenters and smiths, are much more difficult to
obtain than common coolies, and those employed in Watndd seldom remain away from the low
country of Malabar for more than one or two months at a time, | have no power placed in my
hand with regard to enlisting men, and [ have no means of entorcing the terms of any agreement
made by a cooly to serve for a particular time,

9. Lientenant Smalley has been endeavouring to procure men, however, to work on monthly
pay, and some have come forward offering to remain for a year, if their pay is increased (rom 7
to 74 Rupees per mensem. We shall take a written agreement from the coolies in all cases.

10. Though comparatively a small quantity of work has been carried out as yet on this
annual allowance, 1 hope this next season, with the little experience which Mr. Smalley has
gained of the Waindd District, and by means of a more perfect system of organization, to carry
out a satisfactory amount of road-work, both as to the repair of old and the formation
of new lines. In the heavy rains of the monsoon I do not propose to engage a large body of
men, but ouly a moderately sized gang, which can be carefully superintended and engaged in
ask work; whilst in the fair weathsr wa can extend operations. A great deal of work may be
done economicaily and well by the aid of the planters, and T propose to employ the services of
those who offer on contract,




Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Worls
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Department,
I Submitted to Government with reference to the Order conveyed
Proceedings, dated 19th September 1860, No. 1,954,
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3. The total expenditure from the grant of Rupees 30,000 having been Rupees 11,996,
4. The formation of the labor

corps had not been as yet successful, but the District
Engineer hopes for a lal'g(fy.(nxt-wrn of work d'u‘rin__'_{ the next season, both by a be
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(Signed) W, 1. BIRDWOOD, Lieut.-Colonel,
Deputy Chief Lngineer in charge of
Central Office of Public Works.
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2. It is stated that 11,996 Rupees has been expended out of the grant of 30,000 Rupees;
but the value of the work actually performed is not glven as required in paragraph 9 of the
Order of the 19th September last, No. 1,954,

3. At the end of paragraph 8 the Distriet Enginee
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(Signed) J. D, SIM,
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