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JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.

the Chairmaﬁ Chamber ‘of Commerce, Madras, dated 6th June and

Read again letter from
Proceedings of Government, dated 15th June 1861, No. 779.

recorded in the

Read also the following papers ==
From J. SILVER, Esq., Magistrate of
! Government, Fort Saint Georgey

I have the honmmwknvwwwm

Tinnevelly ; to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secreﬁ_a.ry to i
dgted Tenkasy, 14th June 1861, No. 173.

Cireutar ltterof 29th May, No. 693, and having

given the subject my serious consid&atiop I have to state that I could not rewg Sk #
Native land-owner in this District for the Office of Hounorary Magistrate. i 41;;‘..;...;;,:1_ a ;L’il B D
.’ /& MoS rv‘h’ e

2, There are twenty-six Zemindars in Tinnevelly, but they are men for tk
totally uneducated, who livg__ie,',ned on their own Estates, and who [ sc"“'f%ﬁﬁf,ﬁpﬂ g i
appreciate or be competent to discharge the duties of the Office. If the system 1;oncemn:eg A
duced and becomes known, 2 few among them may be ambitious of the Office, and even trym At
qualify themselves to fill it; and in such an event, it would be a pleasure to me to brmgfo:ward Y BT
their names ; but there are none I could specially recommend, at the outsef. AR

3. There are two European gentlemen resident in this District, Mr. Kinnear and. Mr.
Hardy, both Merchants at Tuticorin, whom, from their high character, I coul‘d,'?i;o‘nﬁdéntly

invested with the powers of Honorary Magistrates.

recommend to be

i S s

nevelly ; to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Cliief Sgeretary

From J. SILVER, Esqe Magistrate of Tin
dated Tenkasy, 29nd June 1861, No. 179.

to Government, Fort Saint George,

v A : the residents at ' uticorin, of fra dulent breaches of co
under Act XILI of 1859, have been ‘made to me, 1 cannot admit the ek of. the allean:
tion, that the business of the place is much impeded 3’ and I haveheard that this :repremugon

omes from only one resident of the place, Mr. Barter ; but not

to the Chamber of Commerce, ¢
having seen the address, | cannot be perfectly certain if it emanate from any other fr FTES

residents, except Mr. Barter. :

3. ‘There arein Tuticorin the Master Attendant who is a Justice of the Peace, and qualified
to dispose of charges brought against Buropeans. There is also a Police Ameen vested with the
powers of a Taluq Head of Police. The Magisterial charge of the Talug and the Town, is in
In the event of my abscnce from Tinnevelly, the Resident. Deputy M#gi;u.ateA

my own hands.
powered by me to receive and decide any complaints under Act X1II of 1859

at that place is em
coming from Tuticorin.

4. The Salt Deputy Collector, Mr. Wright, referred to in the lasigpara. of the letter from
the Chamber of Commerce, has charge of the Salt and Sea Custom Department. 1 have already
recommended through the Boar|d of Revenue, for reasons shewn, that another and more experiu
enced Officer should replace Mr. Wright in this District ; but even if this was not T o o
is not qualified to be invested with the Magisteria! Power suggested. The Government O;der
of the 23rd August 1859 lays down, that only a Magisterial Officer competent to use the extended

owers conferred by Section 54, Act VIL of 1843, can exercise the powers vested A
Magistrate by Act X111 of 18595 and Mr. Wright has not yet passed an examination even for
the first standard, and consequently cannot exercise the ordinary powers of a Magistrate. Besides
this, the Board of Revenue and Government have repeatedly ordered that Salt Deputy Collec-

tors should be restricted to their own proper duties,
5. Aud now for the remedy I would propose. On the re-arrangement of the Talugs last

year, consequent on Mr. Pelly’s scheme, my Head Assistant was transferred from the coast to




. P
| " .
the north of the District, where he is now stationed at Strivilliputtur, 60 miles north of Tinne-

v'eily. [t is an important part of the Province, much requiring the residence of an European
Officer in it, and I cannot advocate my Head Assistant’s removal to Tuticorin.
i

1 _-'{ 6. In my letter to Government of the 14th instant, No. 173, I have recommended that

’ two residents of Tuticorin, Mr. Kiunear and Mr. Hardy, should be invested with the powers of

1 Honorary Magistrates. Both gentlemen are men of sterling practical .common sense, and of

l? character and consideration in the town. Their duties will naturally be light, as under the new

; Police system now being introduced, I have proposed that T uticorin be made the stgtion of a
Sub-Magistrate, who will decide ordinary cases. I can recommend that both the gentlemen I

T ~ have named, if they accept oifice, as I trust they will, be empowered to try complaints of fraudu-

lent breaches of contract under Act XIII of 1859, receiving from me such instructions and

A ¥ ;;timy from time to time be necessary. They are both engaged in trade in Tuticorin,

& a0 bt this recommendation in accordance with the spirit of paragraph 13 of His Excellency

; ":iwm&@_gneral’s Minute of 13th November 1860. This will at once provide the remedy

b g - S

LN '“’ ~ which the Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce seeks.
% L \' 7. . The only other suggestion I can make is, that if an Officer of experience in the Public ; ,.
"».;’ service is appointed Salt Deputy Collector in Tinnevelly, as recommended in my letter to the  +

" Board of Revenue of 27th May last, he may be entrusted with Magisterial powers in the town
of Tuticorin alone. This would add very little to his own proper duty of charge of the Salt,
" and would meet the difficulty. i N

From W. R. ARBUTHNOT, Esq., Chairman, Chamber of Commerce ; tothe Chief Secretary” y '
# to Government, Fort Saint George, dated 25th June 1861. Y , L

~i.have the hOnor to acknowle(e receipt

s ')

; ~
J artment v W

of Proceedings of the
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cbmplained of.
The subject has been already brought to the notice of that Officer by one or more of the
Residents of Tuticorin,.but from the enclosed copy of a letter addressed by him to Mr. C. J.

s Barter it would not appear that Mr. Silver had in contemplation the introduction of any
remedial measure. y

. Some remedial measure, however, the Chamber would again respectfully submit, is loudly
¥ called for.

Tuticorin has of late years become a considerable Sea Port, largely resorted to by European
shipping. Police cases must therefore almost of necessity be of frequent. occurrence, and there
is probably no other Port in India of equal importance which is unprovided with the means of

disposing of them. “

The Tuticorin s@gson is now at its height., The deliveries of Cotton and its preparation

A for shipment are going actively forward, and it is confidently anticipated ghat the large interests

at stake will no longer be suffered to remain without a Magisterial Officer on the spot for their ,
: protection. ~ 3

. a » r ‘ A

From J. SILVER, Esq., Magistrate of Tiunevelly; to C. J, BARTER, Ei(j., Tutic;rin, dated

‘ Covilputty, 20th May 1861, No. 146. ' o
In reply to yout'letter of the 17th instant, I beg to inform you, that e nplaints of breaches
of contract will be Investigated by the Resident Deputy Magistrate at velly, T. Vencata

Row. Only a Magisteral Officer vested with authority to exercise the extended poWers under
Act VII of 1843, can deal with breaches of contraet under Act X111 of 1859.
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