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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
2nd August 1861.

T —————————————————

No. 43. Read the following letter from R. P HARRISON, Esq., Accountant General, to
J. D. SIM, Esq., Secretary to Government, dated Fort Saint George, 19th July 1861,
No. 77 :—

SiIr,

1. With reference to the Proceedings of Government of the 9th March last, No. 473, I
have the honor to report on the inquiry made by the Auditor of Public Works Aooonnéh
whether proposals for the sale of unserviceable stores, should be submitted for the sanction ot"
Government in every instance.

R S . 2. On addressing the Officers noted in
mmissary General. the margin, as i 1 il-
Principal Inspector General, Medical Department. ing i tﬁ i D to the PERCHEN hitherto preval.l
Inspector General, Ordnance and Magazines. o B e epz'u'tments, I find !.hz'lt SXrERr AN
Superintendent and Agent for Army Clothing. the Army Clothing Department it is not usual

to apply for the sanction of Government for
the sale of useless stores, which after being surveyed, are authorized to be sold by the Chief of
the Department. I subsequently placed myself in communication with the Chief Engineer, and
a copy of his reply, No. 2,165, dated the 1st instant, on the subject is herewith forwarded.

3. I would recommend, with reference to the practice which obtains in the Ordnance,
Medical, and Commissariat Departments, that the Chief Engineer, as Head of the Public Works
Department, be permitted to authorize the sale of all stores, including machinery and instru-
meats belonging to the Department, which are shown to his satisfaction to have become worn
out and useless from ordinary wear and tear; and, as suggested by Colonel Birdwood, that
articles of machinery or other stores, which have become unserviceable from accident or ill
usage, should be specially brought to the notice of Government before they are disposed of.

4. The Chief Engineer, in the second paragraph of his letter, suggests that he may be
authorized to sanction the difference between the sale proceeds of unserviceable stores and their
value on the books of the Department being written off without sanction of Government, in
like manner as the amount of annual depreciation in the value of stores of the Department is to
be dealt with, I would observe, however, that in the latter case the stores are simply reduced
in valuation according to a fixed percentage, while in the former they are altogether taken off
the Store Books of the Department, and. it appears to me therefore thata statement of all losses
incurred by sale of unserviceable stores, &c., should be submitted to Goverament by the Chief
Engineer, and sanction obtained for writing off the amount,—a course which I am informed is
followed in the Medical Department.

From Lieutenant-Colonel W. T. BIRDWOOD, Deputy Chief Engineer, in charge of Central
Office of Public Works, to R. P. HARRISON, Esq., Accountant Geeneral, dated
Chepauk, 1st July 1861, No. 2,165.

SIR,

1. Inreply to your letter of the 80th May 1861, No. 280, I have the honor to acguaint
you that it appears to me that the Chief Engineer should have permission to authorize the sale
of all unserviceable stores of the Department of Public Works, including machinery and
instruments actually worn out and useless, but with the reservation, that all instances of
machinery or other stores, becoming unserviceable from accident or ill usage, be specially brought
to the notice of Government.

. I consider that the Chief Engineer may at the same time be authorized to sanction the
writing off of the difference between the proceeds of stores sold as unserviceable and the
4 original stock value thereof. By the orders
P"iﬁf’;’r‘fﬁ;ﬁiﬁflﬁfﬁf’aﬁf’ May 1860, No. 911, and ¢ "G,yernment, noted in the ymargin, the
amount of annual depreciation in the value of
stores of the Department of Public Works, is to be written off apparently without any prior
reference to Government, and [ see no reason for a diff:rent course of adjustment in respect of
the difference in the value of stores which have become unserviceable.

3. In respect to the survey proposed to be held prior to authority being issued for the
sale of stores, I beg to state that stores proposed to be sold in the Districts could only be reported
upon by the District Engineer, who is the most competent Officer to determine on their fitness
for further service ; but at the Presidency whenever such a proposal may be made, I believe that
the Chief Engineer can depute an Officer of the Department to report specially upon the stores.

No. 44. ORDER THEREON, *B August 1861, No. 1,448.

The suggestions contained in paragraphs 3 and 4 of the Accountant General's letter in
regard to the disposal of unserviceable stores, are approved.

(Signed) J. D. SIM,
Secretary to Government.
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