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’ * Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
th July 1861.
N ! . T e
. 4 o
-1 No. 135. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 11th May 1861
a . No. 2,403 : — . ’
:' . Read the folloning replies to the Board’s Proceedings, No. 5,139, dated Gth November 1860
? . relative to the proposed allowance of an annual grant for the extirpation of the Prickly Pear il:
' the several Districts of this Piesidency.
. Trom Kistna District, No. 48, dated 4th, in Cons. 11th March 1861, No. §,516.
i ©,, Nellore, »w 02, ,, 13th, ,,  18th Amil , ,, 2,371
s ,» Madras, w1, o, Ahy 5th Janvary ,, ,, %0.
. » North Arcot, ,, 39, ,, 1l, » 14th March ,, ,, 1,601,
. " Sou{h 3 3 “)9: ” QQ“(!, 2 Slst Deec. 33 ” 6’879.
N ,, Trichinopoly, ,, 172, ,,  4ih, » “h w s 6001,
\ o 5 Salem, » 06, ,,  8th, ,,  12th March ,, ,, 1,551
1. In their Otder in the Revenue Department,

11 Coms. 15t November 1860, No. 5,58G. \q
No. 2,009, dated 31lst October 1860, Government approved

' ' the Board’s proposal to place a moderate annual grant at the disposal of Collectors in aid of the

efforts of villagers to keep down the Prickly Pear in their respective villages, and under their
instructions the opinions of the Collectors of the Districts

.
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South Areot,
Trichmoupoly.
Sulem.

Kistna District
Neliore,
Madras,

North Arcot.

[ed

~

agice that an annual

noted in the margin have been obtained as to the arrange-
ments to be adopted for the purpose. Their replies ab:ve
recorded afford, it is believed, a sufficient indication of what
is required in the other Districts also.

The Collectors of the Kistna District, of Madras, North Arcot, Trichinonoly and Salem
- 13 - . 3 “ )
grant may be employed in their Districts with advantage. The Collector

of Nellore deprecates any outlay of the kind proposed so long asother urgent wants remain
unsatistied ; and the Collector of South Arcot would, as a general rule, lecave the extirpation of
the plant to time and advancing cultivation, the people in the meantime, and in peculiar cases,
being assisted from the local fund, or whete this should prove insufficient, by a grant from

Government to be applied for exceptionully.
3. Those who are in favor of the scheme name

BS.

& Yorth Arcot 1,000 -
L 1u00

Afadras ... .o
2,000

histna Ihstricto. oo
Trchmopoly .. we <o 4,090 + 1,000
speaal tor Town of Trichinnpoly.

various sums for the annual grant ranging® from 1,000
to 5,00 Rupces, and it seems to be generally agreed that a
moiety of the expense in clearing villages and towns with
their suburbs, tank bunds, channel banks, and public thorough-

(e

o ~ : fares, should be borne by tte communities benefiting by the operation, and that the selection

) -k of the sites should be made by the Collector on the reports of the Tahsflddrs, through whom the

villagers or inhabitafts in need of assistance will be required to apply. As suggested by the
Collector of South Arcot, the best time for receiving the Tahsilddrs’ reports and apportioning

b the grant would generally Le at the Jamabandi. ]
4. The reports are for the most part silent as to the agency to be employed on the work.

- . e Collector of Salem preposes that a gang of coolies under proper superintendence should be
organized at different places every year during the dry months. The Board, however, prefer

( - Mr. Cunliffe’s suggestion that the work should be given on contract to the Monigars who should
. SN & ) receive half the estimated cost in advance, and the remainder when the site selected has been
. declared free alter inspection by an Officer of the Department Public Works, or by a competent

ce . tevenue Officer.
K . ) 5. The Collectors of the 'Kistna and North Arcot Districts propose extending tihe experis
: ment to waste lands covered with the plant by giving them out on Kauls,
.o . G. As observed by the Board, in their former Proceedings, No. 4,501, dated 13th October
1860, a complete and permanent extinction of the plant cannot be expected without a legislative
enactment making its introduction penal 5 but it cannot be doubted that much bencfit will resule

from the measures proposed,
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In Con. 7TH DECEMBER 1860, No. 6,394.

iciati JINOPOLY,
.. McDOX ELL, Esq., Ofliciating Collector of TRICI ,
From & dated 4th December 1860, No. 172.

e Board’s Proceedings, dated the 6th
al to place a moderate sum annually
-pear plant, which in parts of

I have the homor to acknovledge the receipt of th
t. Ne. 5,139, calling for my opinion regarding the propos .
’icpoeal to be expended in oradually destroying the prickly
SpO=dl,

is founed in great profusion. .
oI e the plant in this district, unless heavy penalties could be enforced,

p in a hedge is now stopped up by

instan
at myd
this district K e
mpt to eraci
in thge'cainzfa::rtigs propagating the plant, must fail; any ga i
. his plant, it then and there takes root and spreads rapudiy. . -
Y o hp' mediate vicinity of the fort, and round the suburbs of this large town, th1‘s plan
5 eill:rgreat luxuriance, large ciumps of 1t (}uite i».npemetrab\c,1 zmd. its‘ re{rlxoiailve:o&li
cost a great deal, as every man erpployed exp‘efts a higher rate of pay than is usually giv
ki ; rery disaxrecable.
fabouter? e ‘Vo‘k‘ls hmina::\lnvu:ﬂy"r.mtaof 1,000 Rupees for the town of Teich
b Lo and dire : a Covenanted European Ollicer, and that whenever a

3 i supervision of
the orders and direct $ '
Ny ay, such as making a fence, &c, he may be fined

: watine the plant inany ¥
party 13 found propegitie. 1 isions of Section 1T Act XXI of 1840.

1tti i i der the piov
r committing 2 public nuisauce un : ' .
N c5 In tl?e immediate neighbourhood of the fort, convict labor might be made available when

i & not required elscwhere- . o
the pélsoie:vsozrld furthe% solicit sanction for £,000 Rupees for the remainder of the district, to be

Jed anpually in those localities where the plaut most abounds, the selectio;: o(tl' villagles beling
bt : ille inding themselves
lefI: to the discretion of; the Collec.tor, the head people of the village so selected, binding

£ removing the plant.

If the expense © .
* pa7y ha’lf‘he planl: when entircly rooted out, should be heaped and allowed to dry for fifteen days,

and then be burnt—in this manner it could be gradually extirpated.
§. Around the fort and suburbs of this town, there is a vast quantity of the plant, for the

rehoval of which Government will have to bear the entire cost. ’

is to be found

inopoly, to be expend~

Ex4d. J. Tulloch.
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In CoN. 81st DrcemsER 1860, No. 6,879,
o . ' Trom I..WOOD, Esq., Collector of SOUTH ARCOT,
‘:%\\E A : N 'r’:v re dated Cuddalore, 22nd December 1860, No. 199.
N T, w2 2 . ; T have the honor to report on Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 6th ultimo, re juir-
~ O N -~ ) " - o ing my opinion on a question mooted by the Collector of Coimbatore, and taken up by the
[ ;\ X, ;"J N AN SN . %t x \ Government, of adopting measures for the eradication in districts, where it is common, of the
~ At v -2 * . N SRR O prickly pear. o
NN \ oL ." {Q.‘ [ N S o ' 2. Provided thf: Govsarnm-eut determine on maki.ng an annual grant to Colle.ctors with this
O N X <~ S ro object, I see no way in which it could. be expended with greater advantage than in th?, manner
2\ A2y K2 T ;2 . oo . proposed by Mr. Thomas. The Tahsildars at the Jummahbundy would report the villages in
P -) 2 ks - e \ ! } 3 N :' ; \ ’ ‘which the plant is found to be particularly luxuriant and obnoxious, would make arrangements
T N _v‘\, “ K f NG s N with the villagers at as low a rate as possible for its eradication and the Collector, on a considera-
SN N s : N A LT s \ "\ ‘ tion of the number and urgency of their representations, would, after the annual settlement was
N : RN l\ > R S oay : _completed, apportion the grant out as he thought proper. .
AN Pl A ; \\ N o) ; 3. I question, however, even with these airangements, if an annual grant could be expended
BolaeN o0 ?\\ - - '\\>, :\: c with obvious advantages. The prickly pear extends wherever there are tracts of red soil, as in
. ‘\> ;\ DA \;\\ > - - } Virdachellam, Kalakurehy, Villapuram, Tirunamalay and Ginjee, and to extirpate it in these will .
‘; N L N O™ 2 '\5 be the woik of generations gradually removing it in order to cultivate. A grant would do nothipg
X o e - here. :
;: o 4. In the immediate vicinity of villages, the viilagers already destroy it when they find it
: : pernicious and, except in cases where it is manifest, they cannot cope with its luxuriance—they are
‘not entitled to aid in their efforts from Government.
5. T would leave its extirpation as a general rule to time and advancing cultivation. I am
disposed to think that by and bye it may be found advantageous to rot it in pits with quicklime
for manure and it will then soon disappear.
] " 6. In peculiar cases I would assist the people from the local fund. In cases where these
means were not sufficient, the Government might be applied to exceptionally for a grant.
[ 4
mll J. T“nOCho -
K “
|
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Ix Coxs. 5ta JanvarY 1861, No. 70.
From B, CUNLIFFE, Esq., Collector of MADRAS,
‘ ' dated Karangu}j, 4th Japuary 1861, No. 1.

I am glad to find from the Board’s Proceedings of the 6th ultimo, No. 5,139, that they have
taken up the subject of extirpating, if possible, the several species of Cacti, the growth of which
has become such a general and serious eyil. Coimbatore and ﬁalgm, of the districts I have seen,
appeared to me the most overrun with the plant, but in all, T believe, that it prevails to a very
. pernicious extent. N
2. It is, I have heard, of comparatively late importation into this country, and indeed I have
N - been told that Dr. Anderson, of the Medical Service, introduced it towards the close of the last

o = ' - century, and this rumour is in some degree supported by a species of Cactus being represented on
N g . his statue in our Cathedral. If such introduction be a fact, it is curious to think that what was
) . " intended as a valuable addition to the local flora should have turned out so detrimental,
T 5 3. The cochineal inscet feeds on a certain varicty of Cactus, and if we possess this here i
] : \ Y . might be as well to introduce the former, as we might thereby cbtain some advantage from a shrub
B : which is now worse than useless, .
h . e T 4. It secms indestructible by any other means than that of rooting it out a
~ vl : ' or four feet below the surface, and the trouble of doing this may be the cause
ah N : attempting to stay its progress.

e e e

M

i R

e pevat )Yy

(]
-

nd burying it three
of the people rarely

‘ 1, . 5. Affording a dense covering and an unassailable shelter, it is the resort of snakes and ground

s e : f vermin, and has certainly become one of the greatest pests in this country.

- > ' ‘ 6. Ithink that the Board have proposed the most practicable plan of keeping down the evil, if
' not of removing it in districts such as this one, in which its presence is fortunately less felt, and I

| would recommend that 200 Rupees annually be granted to each Talug for the purpose of attempting

to eradicate the plant, commencing in the localities most annoyed by it, and after sanction obtained
from the Collector, .

7. That much may be done by perseveringly removing it is shown by Mr. Dowdeswell's
success in clearing, with the help of prisoners, the environs of Chingleput which had been
overrun with the plant during the incumbency of his predecessor. )

8. Tank bunds, road sides and the immedjate vicinity cf the village should first be attended
to, and more would be performed by the Monigars undertaking the contract,
estimated cost, and the remainder when the ground had been declared free afte
officer of the Department of Public Works,
should have an hold on the contractor,
money advanced.,

9. The aloe, as the Governm_ent remark, isa b
besides yielding a valuable fibre.

receiving half the
r inspection by an
or by any of the higher Revenue authorities. We
and if no result could be shown should not lose the

AY
etter substitute, makes an equally good fence,

: ‘Rxd. J. Tulloch,

1 e, e e
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Ix Coxs. 1112 Marcs 1861, No. 1,516.
TFrom G. THORNHILL, Esq., Acting Collector of the KISTNA DISTRICT,
dated Masulipatam, 4th Aarch 1861, No. 48.
s Proceedings, dated 6th November 1860, No. 5,139, I have

some idea of the extent of prickly pear, and the
and the non-receipt

1. With reference to the Board’

the honor to state that with 2 view to obtaining
learing it, I called for rough estimates from certain Talugs,

probable cost of ¢
of these has caused the delay in replying to the Board’s Proceedings.
ats from four Talugs, and the estimates for clearing the prickly

2, T have now received accou
pear in them amounts to Rupees 46,000. Ttisin less profusion in some other parts of the district,

but is found in greater or less quantities everywhere. .
3. The Town and Cantonment of Masulipatam are much overrun by it, and although efforts

have been made at different times to eradicate it, they have failed, frbrp the difficulty of finding
any efficient substitute for it asa fence in the sandy soil. in} which Masulipatim is situated. ;
Aloes are not procurable in large quantities and require protection while growing. |

4. Ifa gmall aqnual sum were placed at the disposal of Collectorsijto assist villagers where
the plant is most abundant, T think there would be but little trouble in removing it from towns

ief difficulty would be to prevent its re-appearing, and this, I think, can only

and.villages ; the chi
be done by a legislative enactment making it penal for any individual to permit the growth of it

on his own ground, and for village communities to permit the existence of it on sites once cleared.
5. TIn some places, however, miles of waste land are thickly covered with it. This land is often
nob-worth cultivating, and certainly is not worth clearing, as in the case of the sandy tracts in
patts cf Guntoor, and I do not sce how it can he eradicated or, if once removed, how it can be
kept down in places like this. The only plan will be to offer Ryots inducements to take up the
land and clear it either by the grant of progressive Cowles or of pecuniary assistauce or of both ;
and when once cleared, to bring it within the provisions of enactment as above suggested. ’
6. .Arf annual sum of 2,000 Rupees would, T think, go a long way towards ekectiné‘ a clear-
ance of it, in a few years; but to prevent its re-appearance, I can see no alternative but a penal
enactment empowering Magistrates to impose fines, leviable by distraint, on individuals allowing
the plnnt'to re-appear where once cleared or planting it afresh in their own grounds, and alsz
empowering them to impose rates op, village commaunities, who allow it to grow on unoccupied and
public sites, within the limits of their villages. The fines should of course be expended in removing
the .’plzf.nt from the spot complained of, and any surplus should go to a fund for the eradication
of it in waste lands. '

+

Exd, J. Wright,
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PO N . ™ It Cons. 12t Marcu 1861, No. 1,551.
N 2 ' From H. A. BRETT, Esq., Collector of SALEM,
’ \\'\\‘ re - ” S dated Monganoor, 8th March 1861, No. 86.
“ NS . : :‘ N Vith reference to the Board's Proceedings of the 6th November last, No. 5,139, communicating
; \ . . ~ 7 \1 . the copy of a correspondence between the Board and the Government relative to the best measures
‘ t\ P : 1o be adopted for the extirpation of the prickly pear, and requesting the opinions of the Collectors
! 3 ;‘ Lt X 3 : therein named as to the detailed arrangements to. be adopted, I have the honor to state that priclfly
i C \ P~ Y 5 . pear grows all over this district, but more particularly in the taluqs of Trichengode, Keshungheri,
s . oyt '; Utengeri, Usur and Salem. . o . ’
| N '~ D el d 2. The best means that I can suggest for remedying the evil is to employ a gang of coolies,
b, Lo o ~N under proper superintendence, in rooting out the plant at different places every year during the
} \ _ s dry months. If the Government sanction an annual grant as recon;meuded by the Poard, I will
\‘ \ o M N b in communication with the District Engineer make the necessary arrangements, and will report the
N 2

result to the Board after a fair trial.
3. In the case of allirrigation works, the Ryots ought, I think, to pay at least half the expense

necessary to clear away the growth of past years, and afterwards to be held responsijle, through

their monigars, that the plant is not allowed to spread again,

S

Exd, J, Tulloch.
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In Cons, 14tr Marcu 1861, No. 1,601.

From J. D. ROBINSON, Esq., Acting Collector of NORTH ARCOT,
dated Chittoor, 11th March 1861, No. 39.

Tn reply to their Proceedinge of the 6th November 1860, No. 5,139, T have the honor to state
for the information of the Board that I have conferred with many intelligent ryots, and several of
my more ex perienced revenue officers, on the subject of eradicating the prickly-pear therein discussed.
There is, as might be expected, considerable variety of opinion on the point; but from all that
passed, it seemed to be generally admitted that the ryots could not reasonably look to Government
for assistance, in cases where the plant has to be extirpated from hedge rows and private premises
and holdings. With - respect to public thoroughfares, village common, tank bunds, banks of
channels, and the suburbs of towns and villages, the most economical proposition ‘made was, that
he inbabitants should contribute in the shape of gratuitous labor, two-thirds of the cost of removal ;
but the majority evidently thought, whatever they may have said, that Government should bear a
full moicty of the expense. Somejof the Tahsildars have sentin returns of the extent of ground
covered with prickly-pear in their respective charges, but such estimates are purely conjectural and
are of no farther value than as indicating generally the greater or less prevalence of the evil in
d.fferent paits of the district. The suburbs of some of our larger towns are much over-run with
this noxions plant, and under the covert which it affords become the depéts for all the ordure and

1th of the place. Itisto such cases that our attention should first be directed, as there can be
no question that the free current of air is much impeded by prickly-pear, and its presence in any
quantity must be directly and indirectly detrimental to health,

2. The work of extirpation will be very gradual, and probably be only taken up at the more
leisurely seasons of the year; but if Government will place at my disposal a small sum annually,
say Rupees 500, or Rupees 1,000 for the purpese, I make no doubt that in the course of a few
years much substantial good might be effected. In conclusion, I would beg to suggest whether in
the case of Porumboke over-grown with prickly-pear, it wculd not be advisable still further to
encourage its extirpation by-granting Kauls, making it free for the first year and charging half
and full asscssment for the 2nd and 3rd years respectively.

3. Indeed, I should have been disposed to advocate quinquennial kauls with more gradual
instalments did I not, look';ng to the present value of land and the active competition everywhere

observable, think that the shorter period might, except in very bad cages, suffice for the attain. -

ment of the object in view.

Exd, J, Tulloch,
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Inx Coxs. 18TH ArriL 1861, No. 2,371.

E

J. W. B. DYKES, Esq., Collector of NELLOR. s

From dated Krishnapatnam, 13th April 1861, No. 62.

With reference to your Memorandum, dated the 16th February, requesting a reply to your
1

ing ini to the advisability of allowing
inas, d: 1 November 1860, calling for my opinion as |
Rrocselings, duted 21 n xtirpation of }’)rickly—pear, I have the honor to state that in my

inion the course recommended by the Doard would be very advisable, if the money'were not
:’RP““O“ ) mfj ' rc vired for other purposes. As it is, however, when the whole country is stagna«
" :ref ura‘:;lt':) rar(ulythiﬂ"' like suitable provision for traffic, I would strongly deprecate the outlay
g forw I

of a Rupee in the removal of prickly-pear.

an annual grant for the e

SIS

Exd, J. Tulloch,

o
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