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Proceedings of the Madras Gover nment Revenue Dcpartment
29th June 1861.

1. Ordered that a copy of the above Statement be submitted for the‘ information of

Government,

2. The total amount assessed for the year being Rupees 9,96,9G6, the instalments due on
1st May the day after the date with which the Statement closes would be three-fourths of
the whole or Rupees 7,47,723, while the amount actually due for the first two quarters ending on
1st February was Rupees 4,98, 482,

3. The collections however to 30th April amounted to only Rupees 3,72,530, so that there
was an actual arrear of Rupees 1,25,952 outstanding at the end of three months after it became
- due, and this notwithstanding what the Board believe to be the fact that in many instances the

whole year’s tax was paid when the first instalment was demanded.

4. The above result cannot be deemed other than unsatisfactory, even after making every
allowance for the desire of the District Officers to bring the act into operation in its first year
with as little pressure on the people as the case admitted of their doing:

5. The Board are aware that the subsequent fortnightly returns show considerably increas-
ed collections, but assessments are also progressing and the demand will have also increased, and
they therefore resolve to call the attention of Collectors generally to the provisions of Section
160 et seq. of Act 32 of 1860, and to require them to see that the powers for realizing the Tax
are not allowed to become a dead letter, and that evasion of assessment actually fixed be prevented.

6. The position of North Canara is exceptional as the Board are aware, from the very
great difficulty that occurred in the supply of forms and translations of the Act to the
District, but they are not prepared to allow that the circumstances of the case are sufficient
to explain satisfactorily the extremely backward state of the assessment and collections
in the District, where at the close of the third quarter of the year of taxation, it can scarcely be
said that the Tax had been introduced.

7. The state of the collections in that District shown by thelast fortnightly return is so
far improved that the amount realized up to 31st May had reached Rupees 7,207, but this will
represent no more than Rupees 9,608 of assessment, supposing that it is the amount of three
instalments as the Board presume it must be.

- s

8. The Collector will please to make a special report on the progress making in his District

in the introduction of the Tax. :
(A true LExtract.)

(Signed) W, HUDLESTON, Secretary.

No. 352, ORrRDER THEREON, 20th June 1861, No. 1,303.

1. The Governor in Council was prepared to learn that delays and difficulties had been
experienced in the collection of the first instalments of the Income Tax, from the novelty and
unpopularity of the tax, the intricacy of the law and various other causes; but he certainly did
not anticipate such very unsatisfactory results as the Board's report dlscloses. On the whole
only 37 per cent. of the demand was realized up to the 30th April last; in one District the collec-
tions were only 3 per cent., in a second they were 9 and in a third 11, while the highest amount
realized was only 58 per cent. of the sum due.

2. The Board will call upon the Collectors for full explanation of the causes which have
thus retarded the collections, and will pay particular attention to the early realization of the
outstanding balances.

(Signed) J. D. SIN,

Secretary to Government.
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