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No. 177. Read the following Memorial from Raja B. NAGUNNAH NAYUDU, Bahadr,
Zamindér, to His Excellemey the Ionorable the Governor in Council, Fort Saint
George, datéd Madras, 22nd April 1861, No 1,333 :—

_ HoNORABLE SIR,

1. With due deference and submission I beg leave to represent for your Excellency’s
information, that when the Honorable British hGovernment were engaged in wars to take
possession of the countries, namely, Maharatta, Ozeem, Nurbudda, Nagpoor, Seringapatam, &c.,
my late grand-father Raja Nagunnah Néyudu, Bahadfr, since 1798 supplied on contract to the
draught bullocks, carts, coolies and the requisite pravisions, with the utmost
h a view to acquire the good-will of the Government. The then
Military Commanders, Colonel John Malcolm, Generals Doveton, Stephen, Wellesley, Hously,
&e., communicated to my grand-father their intentions and orders - through disguised men and
who had in one word acted as their confidential Agent in complying with all their wishes, and
for which they conferred upon him great honors in appreciation of such meritorious services
rendered by him as will be perceived by the enclosure marked A. Since 1810, a contract was
entered into with the Commissariate Department for supply of bullocks, carts, &c., to any extent
required ; and I also pursue the same calling and have proved myself worthy of obtaining the

same honor from Government.

2. My late grand-father with a view to conduct himself satisfactor'ily and confidentially
with the British Government in the performance of his duties as supplier of cattle, carts, &c.,
engaged the services of many of his countrymen to protect and keep ready, large number of
bullocks for services whenever required ; and for which purpose, considered it expedient to
purchase from Government an Estate called Goodoor Purgannah, & village situated near Masu-
lipatam, to enable us to have always at hand a large stock of bullocks in the immediate vicinity,
and by this means to secure a large tract of pasture ground at command to graze the cattle on.

3. Theland in the Goodoor Purgannah not being very fertile, the Ryots being poor, were
unable to carry on the cultivation. 1 always felt constrained to execute frequent repairs to the
tanks, irrigation channels, &c., as well as to advance considerable sums of money to the Ryots
in order to enable them to bring those lands advantageously under cultivation. The late
Collector of Masulipatam, in 1847, at my request, caused the Purgannah to be made into sub-
divisions, as may be proved by the accounts which I am in possession of. Although the
Purgannah was not calculated to afford any tangible benefit and advantage, yet it was main-
tained as a landed hereditary property to be enjoyed successively from generation to generation ;
and it was also useful in facilitating the performance of my contract to Government. When the
kist was first fixed by Circar, it was under the impression that when the irrigation channels, &c.,
are put in an efficient state, the Purgannah would prove advantageous, and I therefore consented
to the same, and caused the payment thercof to be regularly and punctually made, and also desired
the Collector frequently to repair the jrrigation channels, &c., in order to render the lands
more productive,

4. When Government desired to excavate2a channel named Angacodoo from the river Kistna,
o branch channel bad to be cut through my village of Vulloor situated between the Kistna river
and the Government lands, and the Collector then promised to give me in return certain other
lands or compensdtion in liew of that taken away in my village. In order to have a supply

of water availuble to the'lands in my village, I was obliged to bear, at the instigation of the

Collector, a part of the expenses incurred for its excavation, but the Collector has neither afforded
m preventing the people uunecessarily interfering with the irrigation channdl

ow into my lands, nor compensated me for the value of the lands taken from

several Field Forces

his agsistance fro

and atopping its fl
los -

5. In'the year 1851, when the late Northern Circar Commissioner, Walter Elliot, Isq.,
came to Masulipatam, I informed him that of the fixed kist on my Purgannah, I paid a portion
and withheld payment of the remainder, viz., Rupees 19,406, in consequence of the Collector
having taken possession of a portion of my Purgannah for the channel and failed to assign me
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in return a land equal in value and produce, and begged of him to institute an inquiry into the
matter of his promise and to decide what sum I may deduct from the kist on account of the
lands so taken. Although he promised to do so, but from the circumstances of my having
demurred to render assistance in certain matters connected with the public employés on whom
he then pursued his inquiry, the Commissioner unjustly confiscated my Purgannah and sold it

in public auction at great disadvantage. Pending the rtesult of this inquiry alone, that the .

payment of the balance was delayed, and not from the lack of funds or inclination to meet the
demand, as the Government will at once see from the circumstance of my possessing public

Government Securities to a very large extent, that I was quite capable of satisfying the demand.
-6. I earnestly solicit attention to the following particulars ; —

First.—In the matter of Davaracota Zamind4r and some others in the Zillah of Masuli-

patam, certain sums of mouey were to be refunded by Government on account of certain lands,

&c., assumed by them and which amounts were justly and fairly authorized by Government to
be taken into account to meet the payment of their kist to Circar and the balances paid in cash
to the Zamindars ; if such justifiable measure had been adopted in my case, I would have
accordingly paid Government what may be found to be the standing balance against me, after
deducting the value of lands taken from my Purgannah for public use, but I regret to observe,
neither any such indulgence was shown to me nor justice rendered by inquiry into the cause
of Government Ryots unnecessarily interrupting the flow of water into my village. T
Second.—Great injustice was perpetrated by having sold in public’ auction the whole
Purgannah consisting of several sub-divisions, The fixed kist for the whole Pﬁrg'anna)h was
26,600 Rupees, a portion of which was paid, and only 19,406 Rupees remained against me.

. Third.—In parity of argument and justice therefore, such portion of the Purgannah as
may be found equal in value to the sum of Rupees 19,406 ought alone to have been confiscated,
and not the whole Purgannah. Bes.ides this the auction took place not at Masulipatam as is

+ usual, butat Ellprg ata very short notice and interval, thus affording no opportunity for influential
Zamfndars and others to come forwardlto compete for the property, - :
. Fourth.—1t is evident from the foregoing, that a Purgannah yielding 26,600 Rupees had
) been confiscated on account of a small balance of Rupees 19,406, and even which was sold for
the Towest sum of Rup-ees 5,000 ; this act appears unprecedented and unjustifiable,
‘- 7.. Notwithstanding the Purgannah yielding a Peshkash of Rupees 25,600 was sold and
’ taken by the Commissioner for Rupees 5,000,an Enayetnamah®
. was also issued demanding from me 14,406 Rupees, as the
balance due out of 19,406 R.uPees af.ter deducting 5,000 Rupees the sale proceeds. By this I
not only lost my.{anded heredltafy right and property, but also was driven to the necessity of
« foregoing my .claxms.for th‘? sum of Rupees 60,000, which the inhabitants'of the Purgannah
owed me, With a view to induce me to give up my claims against the Ryots, I was sent for to
Bazawadah and there compelled to sign a Kararnamah prepared by the Collector under instruc-
tions of the Commissioner, to the eflect of relinquishing my claims against the Ryots for the
large sum in question. '

8. Since I was deprived and alienated, my Purgannah was placed from the Fasli 1261,
under the management of the Government officials. Although the irrigation channel from the
Kistna Anicut has free access into the Purgaunal as to other Government lands, yet it does not
repay the expenses and labour incurred for its improvement, nor yield the Revenue it did while
it was in my possession. <

9. I not only regularly paid Government 26,600 Rupees annually, and maintained a large
Istablishment of servants, but also improved the Estate by large outlay of money for repairing
the channels, water-courses, &¢c., now it is evident that the Government has not at all benefited
by its possession ; while on the contrary, it would be hizhly beneficial to them, if the Purgannah
be restored to me, as I would then continue to pay not only the kist, but also the tax imposed
on account of the irrigation chanuel. )

10. Further, I respectfully beg leave to observe, that during the Jast 60 years the Zamindauri
was in the possession of my late grand-father and oursclves, and at no time the payment of
the Peshkash money was withheld, delayed or evaded under any pretence, either on account of

. * Marked B,

S o a dony ==
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the failure of the crops, or the want of periodical rains, as is the practice among other Zamin-

dérs in the Northern division. I cannot suppose that Government will class me as ohe among

those many Zamindirs, inasmuch as I spared no time, expense or opportunity to supply the .
Government Field Forces, all articles required, as well as ammunition, according to their

exigency and circumstances. . With such meritorious action and service of 70 years devoted to

the cause of Government, no peculiar favor or special acknowledgment has been shown in

appreciation of the services thus rendered. The enclosures marked A and No. 1, will clearly

convince your Excellency in Council, the high and valuable services rendered to scveral Military
Officers of the British Government at the critical times of war by my grand-father, as well as

by myself, Vide No. 2 of the said enclosure A.

11. To some Native Revenue Officials, who rendered a few years’ meritorious services to
" Government, lands were bestowed upon them in perpetuity to be enjoyed as free Jihgirs, while
to others full pensions were granted, which acts speak highly of the nobility of stern juétice
. and benevolence, which characterise the administration of the Dritish Government. I now
humbly submit, that if my services, and those of my grand-father’s, be taken into just and
benign consideration, I flatter myself your Excellency in Council will no doubt deem us more
deserving of higher honors and favors than those bestowed on Revenue servants. The Shawls
and gold Armlet presented to me as a reward on the 5th November 1860, in consideration of
the services rendered in 1857 during the Campaign of the Saugor Field Division, are however

" considered in my estimgtion valuable acknowledgments.

’ 12. In the late mutiny, some natives who rendered small assistance by making few sup- |
plies, were presented with ready money and Jshgfrs to be enjoyed by them for generations, and
were also duly notified in District Gazettes by the late Collectors of Masulipatam and Guntoor.
As we from three generations manifested the most lively affection and interest for the well
being of the British Government by rendering "in times of emergency, both in peace and war,
every necessary assistance by meeting all demands of the TField Forces, in obedience to their

~ orders, inasmuch as to quit even our own homes and proceed to far and distant countries

. with large Establishment of servants exposed to all difficulties, I should consider, must be .
-sufficient to induce the Government to view with indulgent consideration, the aforesaid
circumstances and to be graciously pleased to order the restoration of our aforesaid Goodoor -

Purgannah, together with such other J§hgir as the Governmient may be pleased to confer upon

~me to be enjoyed as an hereditary right.

i

: 13. * I beg that your Excellency in Council will be graciously pleased to view my claims

under your favorable consideration and auspices, by the grant of the boon and encouragement
prayed for from the hands of a liberal Government, which will be cherished and perpetuated as

»* - the standing monument of the justice and munificence of a truly enlightened British Govern-

ment in rewarding merits.

© With the expression of my respectful sentiments of esteem and regard, permit me to sub-
scribe myself.

No. 178. ORDER THEREOXN, 18th June 1861, No. 1,214.

1. The Governor in Council observes that the Goodoor Pargang was sold and purchased
by Government in 1852, and he declines now to entertain the question of its restoration as
a matter of right, But in further recognition of the acknowledged services since rendered by

memorialist to the Government, he resolves to res*ore it on such a Peshkash as may be adapted
to its present improved condition. With a view to determining the future Peshkash the Col-

lector of the Kistaa District will report without delay on the resources of the Estate and the
degree in which it has benefited by irrigation works executed at the cost of Government.

2. These proceedings will be reported in due course for the information of the Home
Government.

. ! (Signed) 1. D. SIM,

Secretary ‘o Government,
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