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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
1st June 1861.
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No. 13.  Read the following letter from Captain F. J. B. PRIESTLEY, Superintendent

Revenue Survey, to J. D. §IM, Esq., Secretary to Government, Revenue Department,
TFort Saint George, dated Chepauk, 18th May 1861, No. 506 :—

Sir,

1. The experience of more than seven years has proved, that without any exception the
class of men in every way best ﬁtt'ed for employment as Surveyors is that of Ordnance Artificers
who have received instruction at the Gun Carriage Manufactory School.  This opinion 1 have
frequently expressed, and indeed when drawing up the original scale of Berablialtnent T
calculated on filling the rank of Head Surveyor from this class ; T?a-'fttei‘l‘;y however their services
have not been obtained for this Department, and consequently to yedll the rapidiaxtension BE
‘the Survey ordered from time to time by Government, we have been compelled to fill up the

numerous vacancies thus caused as best we could from amongst the Candidates that offered.

9. The result has been that within a short period no fewer than five men trained here as
Surveyors with a view to complete the District Establishments have failed to fulfil their
engagement after receiving an advance ; one refused to proceed to join at Salem, the rest were
given a free passage by sea to the northern ports and declined doing work on their arrival ; others
after receiving instruction for some time withdrew, and I understand seek situations under the
Trrigation Company where the rates of pay are far higher than those in the Survey Department.
Besides those sent from head-quarters several enlisted in the Districts have resigned jhst as they
became useful.

3. The demands caused by the mutiny in Bengal having long ago ceased, and reductions
in Military Establishments having been I understand enjoined of late, I applied for the services

: of an Artificer employed in the Arsenal at Trichinopoly who was
desirous of joining the Survey and whose Commanding Officer had
no objection to his being removed.

- James Tully.

4. In reply to my application the Inspector General of Ordnance and Magazines informs -
me, that the transfer of Artificer Tully’s services cannot be made, the number of these men on
Staff employ being above the prescribed proportion, He also adds that the transfer of an
Ordnance Artificer to other Departments occasions additional expense to Government, and
burthens the Ordnance Department with extra charges.

5. Of course I cannot doubt that this statement is correct with regard to most Depart-
ments, but at the same time venture to point out that the Military pay of Ordnance Artificers
ceases to be drawn by those employed in the
Survey, and that therefore it is difficult to
S o il conceive that their transfer to it can cause
® Whoso work I believe is not inferior. additional expense to Government, the more so
when it is taken into consideration that the native workmen® by whom their places are supplied
receive less pay, and that for the salary given to Ordnance Artificers in the Survey Department
equally efficient Surveyors cannot be elsewhere procured.

This is T believe not the case with Artificers holding subordi-
nate appointments in the Department Public Works.

6. Should Government be of opinion that it will be for its advantage (asit isundoubtedly
S for that of the Survey) I trust permission will
A{t:ﬁ ertgd ;;:&wt:::sfoe;ﬁ.“ they are willing and can o gyanted to six .Ordnance Artificers who
Epered, have learned Surveying at Colonel Maitland’s
School to join the Survey.

. T have the honor to state in conclusion, that I have ventured to make this request in

opposition apparently to the wishes of the Inspector General of Ordnance only because I do not

carry out the orders of Government for the last augmentation to the

see in what other way I can
ons of the Survey officers for Ordnance Artificers.

Survey, and because of the repeated applicati
ve in the Gazette of the 17th instant that Ordnance Artificer Thomas Yates

N. B.— I obser
t Public Works Nagpore.

has been allowed to join the Departmen




Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,

1st June 1861.
List of Ordnance Arlificers for employment in the Survey Department.
Names. Station. Age. Remarks.
James -i‘ully...........Q Trichinopoly....cuse.|eveess s o...| His Commanding Officer has no objec-
: tion.
A. Alderton...........| Arsenal Secundrabad.|28 Years.|Formerly employed on the Pegu
Survey.
3. Gilson...............f’ Madras....ccoenreinnee. |27 do. | Employed temporarily for_ three
months under the Civil Engineer at
G, M. Dorsey.........| Arsenal Rangoon......|28 do. Madras.
W. B. Mason......... Do. Secundrabad.|24 do:
E. Beunet.......cooeo| MadraSiu.ecvisierinnns/24 do. |Teacher in the School at the Gun
' Carriage Manufactory.
Jo Dring...cccceeivmnnns Do. 22 do. Do. do.

Revenue Survey OFFICE,

Cugrauk, 18th May 1861,

No. 14,

(Signed) F.

S ———

J. B. PRIESTLEY, Captain,
Superintendent flevenue Survey.

ORDER THEREON, lst June 1861, No. 1,133.

Referred to the Military Department for consideration.

(Signed) J. D. SIM,
Seeretary to Government.
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