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No. 214 " Read the following letter from W GREY
i ‘ . , Esq.,
Tndia (Home Department Statistical), to the Secret:(rly tiet%r: té?v::ntx:zn?%‘(:e;‘?)ﬁegt'()f
aint

George, dated Fort William, 3rd May 1861, No. 923 :—

SIR, ;
1. 1 am directed to transmit the accompanying copy of a report, dated the 18th January

last, by the Customs Committee, on- the subject of the preparation of Trade and Navigati
ation

Returns at Calcutta, Madras and Bombay-

: 9. The Forms of Returns (founded on the English Returns) prescribed by the Committ
acc'(_)mpany the Report, together with a copy of the Memorandum by the Hon'ble A“;;dEe
referred to in paragraph 36, and of the summary referred to in paragraph & o
al in Council 18 desirous that the new Fofms of Returns should

4. 'The Governor Gener
be adopted at the three Presidency Ports, so far as they can be at once introduced, from th
) e

1st of the current month.
4. With regard to the Committee’s recommendation® that the Returns should include the

e e oy
. o inquire how the Govern-

ment of Madras, would propese {o organise an establishment for this purpose and what ex
will be necessary for the object- 1 am to add, that if the means of carrying :)ut the su é’::_‘se
without extra epense and with tolerable accuracy, are already available it will nge vt:m
desirable to commence at once from the, 1st of May filling in the real values. : e
5. It will be seen from the 23rd paragraﬂ of the Committee’s report that in addition to
the monthly returns to be prepared at Calcutta, Madras and Bombay, the compilation at
Calcutta of a General Returls to be issued quarterly, « showing at a glance the whole trade of
~ the three Presidencies,” is contemplated. The Governor General in Council is dispose& to
think that the preparation of this General Return may most conveniently be assigned to the
same establishment which in the Calcutta Custom House will be charged with the prepﬁratiou
of the monthly returns for Calcutta, but on this point 2 further communication will be made

hereafter- :
TFrom the'Customs Committee to W. GREY, Esq. Secretary to PR :
’ dated the 18tt’1 January 1861 4 vemme“tff India,

\

) 6
Wg have now the honor to acknowledge the receipt of

In re Trade and Navigation Returns. 1.
No. 2,152, dated the 6th November 1860, forwarding for the consideration of the
Customs Committeet certain papers regarding the present

‘rJRliqch;%iP"é’ls‘:‘fﬁm President.  arpangements at the several Sea Ports in the British Indian
The Hon'ble A- Eden:} Wi "m_"’ Territories for the preparation of Trade returns.

n of the correspondence on the subject of Trade

the Bombay Government to

Bombay Chamber of Commerce,

d to devote the saving SO

yade returns which cost
Establishment © al of Bombay:

of certain weekly T
to be effected 10 increasing the 7
¢ of the said application,.the late Mr. Wilson wrote a Memorandum to the

3. On the receip
efTect that e was prep eal with the subject of ¢ Trade returns,” and that he
adia should be placed on 2 aniform footing:

intended that the Trade retd
4. A Circular§ was the ernments requesting them to report
5 R ot to the Trade

. your letter,

: G e .9, The origi
+ th overnmen! o %
{ Letter from e o returns was an application} from

~ Bombay, No. 5,085, dal t 1
. 22nd December 1859. discontinue the purchasé from the

n sent to the several local Gov

No. 477, to 480 datod - the upon the existing practice and system in respe
o‘ 2 - . . . -

- g returns in their several Presidencies and Provinces.

5 3d March 1860-
5. The replies were duly received, and a Summaryl| thereof was duly _prepared in the
‘Secretariate in, say Augusts ober 1860, from
d that an @ y for each of the
ut, and that

nse of Governme

|| Vide the Summary: which it appeare
and at the eXpe

Presidencies’ Was pub\ié\\ed under the authoritys
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various minor returns and weekly or |
iRy y or monthly Trade returns were published by private

6. In the mean ti r. Wi ied i ' '
o SCheeI:r; oxlr'ne1 Mrf. Wllso.n died in August 1860, without, it would appear, leavin
plan for placing the Trade returns of India on a uniform footi;]g g

7. The Committe i b
g orde: :l:‘;lr:lfbilevged much time and careful consideration to the subject are
information in respect to the exi [? 'I(‘Wemmem and the Mercantile Commanity to have full
Yo SR b bk % Ws 1;1(;,:}) rade'as compared with corresponding months, quarters and
Eeste o dditio: i s ould be advisable for Government to publish monthly ret
e annual returns now prepared by the Government Authoriti{s - gy

8. The Committee
therefore beg to s : :
s s ubmit for the consi i
HOE Moo bt of iaile-und W siikaton Beturs s fouo“j;i.gratlon of the Government of

: 1s¢.—A monthly return of Imports.
2nd.— A monthly return of Exports,

d _A. mOllthly 1 t 1 ‘ {0 L "]nher LU onnage ()i vessels e]l'ered inwar
3) . eturn ShOWln h n

and “el 3 .
vessel leaI‘Ed outwards ;”— showing also the several countries f :
ssels have * entered” and ‘¢ cleared” a5 and to which the said

4¢h,—A month! i
y return showing the ¢ nati ity”
g nationality” of the several vessels entered and cleared

9. The monthly retut‘l’l Of T t : olumns a"(‘l tak ng fOl el{al"p e lhe
. ‘:‘ In]po tS" coﬂsis S Of 1
: 3 3 C 1 i

a e w win nfOImatlon et

19. < :
n Column 1 would be entered a list of the articles of *“ Import.”

11. Columns 2, 3, and 4 w
3 - ould show th ; AR
1860, : ; : e quantity of each 3
as compared with the imports in the correspond{ng mz:xtlf;tr:cll;;;;l ::zte;is‘: S;n 2 L
: 59.

12. Columns 5, 6, and 7 w
: 5 0, ould show the 4 :
Sl ; : quantity of each articlei i
J:g;, 186%‘ months* of the official year ISZ‘(') lfcille lms — dm‘:lﬂg e
e of S . ; -61, as compared with the
T e correspond i .
agast, 1860. SBak o b iisg0 ponding five months in the official years

September, 1860.

13. Columns 8, 9, and 10 woul

< : 4 d show the declared 3

1m1.)orted during the said five months of 1860-61, as c(::’ﬂ °‘('1ﬁxe.(1 Tariff valoe of: the articles
1858-59 and 1859-60. JUFed. with the egrresponding perind-of

bl b nd 13

15. No. 2.-~—A monthly return of Exports.

The above return w &
ould give in respe E
SRty ct to .
explained in respect to ¢ Imports.” P xports exactly the same information as above

16. No. 3.—A monthl
L ret "
and ¢ cleared.” J an of the * number” and Tonnage” of vessels ¢ entered”

17. In Column 1 | ‘
would be entered th )
several vessels “ entered” and * cleared.” St TR T e e

18. Columns 2, 3, 4, 5, 6
8 sy Ny # and 7 ‘
aith Seilenibes 1955, and S:e : t,ember ;;051191(1 show the results of September 1860, as compared

19, Columns 8, 9, 10
»9, 10, 11, 12 and 13 would show the results of the five months} of the

1 May, 1860.

I offici ;

oy 1860; OV 0T, sl btk TORE: oy sotapated ¥ith
i corresponding five months of the official years 1858-5¢
September, 1860. and 1859-60. years 1858-59

20. No. 4—A monthl i
e return show TR
PR y ing the ¢ nationality” of the several vessels entered

g s .y ritis or g a

Calcutta.

R ~
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AR R e
99, Such monthly returns might, in the first instance be
made for ¢ Calcutta,” * Madras,” and ¢ Bombay,” and herea’fter

Madras. . g
Bonibay: . might be extended to other chief Ports, should such be deemed
_ advisable.
1st for th ter ending the 3 ; ;
531 ::Ju;;qum er ending 93, The said monthly returns should, immediately they are
Ditto 315t O SR prepared, be forwarded to Calcutta, where a condensed Quarterly
Ditto 31st January. return might be prepared, showing at a glance the whole trade

Ditto 30th April.
of Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay.
24, The forms of Returns suggested by the Committee are, they would state, framed on
the model of the English Board of Trade Tables, with such necessary alterations only as are

required to adapt them to the requirements of Indian Ports.
25. The object of Trade returns is to enable those interested in the external commerce of

determine whether that commerce is in a prosperous condition, or whether it is
heir importance is well understood in England, where great pains
cy, a special Statistical Department being attached to the Board
tatements are regularly issued.

lue of such tables has not been so fully recognized. Returns
more or less useful, prepared by Custom House employés or
residencies, have been made available to the public, and
he responsibility of the respective Boards or Commis-
sioners of Customs. But the former have not begr} compiled on any uniform system, and abound
frequently in typical and other errors, whilst (at Calcutta atany rate) the latter, besides not
being free from errors, s usually issued AT CALCUTTA at such deferred periods as practically to
leave it of little real service. At Bombay, the merchants express themselves satisfied with the
annual Report and Returns compiled by the Commissioner of Customs, Salt and Opium at that

a country to
stationary or retrograding. il
is taken to ensure their accura
of Trade, from which monthly s

26, In this country the va
daily, monthly, and annually, all
private individuals at tbe different P
annual returns have been jssued under t

Presidency.

27. No attempt more
merchandize imported or eXp
Calcutta Tariff, have been wi
case of dutiable and free goods import
have been exercised that the values 0

over has hitherto been made to arrive at the computed real values of
orted. Tariff values (which frequently, especially under the late
de of their real value), or declared values have been adopted in the
ed, whilst as regards exports, no particular care seems to
f free exports (as Opium, Raw Silk, &c.), or of those
paying a specific duty (as Indigo, grain of all sorts, &c.), were correctly assumed ; consequently
though the tables might otherwise be free from errors, the result as regards a real balance of
trade would be very different from that indicated by the figures, and would lead any one relying
on such result to very wrong conclusions. .

98, TIn England the same inaccurate system long prevailed, but for many years tables of
ted real values of exports have been prepared by the Board of Trade. The difficulty of
s of the real values of goods imported does not seem to have been over-
come, at least the Committee are notaware that any such have been published. The extent to
which the bonding system is carried in England (the great ports of the United Kingdom being,
for many articles, it may be said, the entrepdt of all Europe), render perhaps of little practical
use tables which would show the values of all merchandise imported into the different ports of
Great Britain. But tables showing the computed real values of goods actually entered for
consumplion would be of great use and it is a matter of surprise that the compilation of such

tables has not been attempted.
99, In this country, however,

compu
preparing similar table

where the bonding system prevails to the most limited

extent, this difficulty would not present itself, The Committee can S€¢ no valid reason why
tables showing the computed real values of all merchandize and treasure imported and exported

should not be prepared. Such tables would prove of the greatest service to those engaged in
the commerce of the Empire. Their value would however of course depend upon their accuracy,
and the promptitude wit

h which they might be issued. To secure the former it would be
necessary that the head of the Department from whence the returns emanated should be 2
and probably. also of commercial experience), W

gentleman of intelligence ( ho would be able to
check from his own knowledge of the markets (with the fAuctuations of which it should be a
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part of his duty to keep himself acquainted), the returns sent up from the Custom House for the
compilation of these statements. In this the Chamber of Commerce would no doubt always be
willing to lend assistance by returning monthly the average market values of the principal
articles of both import and export if required.

30. The forms of tables which the Committee would propose are those attached hereto
marked Nos. 1 and 2. They are formed on the model of the English Board of Trade tables,
with such alterations only as are necessary to adapt them to the trade of this country. These
forms are filled up pro formd, with the view of illustration, but they will of course require more
amplification than is there given them, though too much detail should be avoided. The Com-
mittee propose these tables, not in supersession of, but in addition to, those already issued by
the Customs employés, private individuals, and by the Customs Authorities. The latter might
be issued annually as hitherto, but it might, they think, be advantageously pruned of much minute
detail which is of no practical value. The forms also are no doubt susceptible of improvement.
The returns issued by the Customs employés, or by private individuals, contain much valuable
raw material (if the expression is allowable), from which the merchants are enabled to compile
their own tables. But greater accuracy in them is very desirable, and care should be taken

that the principle of showing real values; as nearly as they can be ascertained, should be more
clearly kept in view.

81. = The advantage of the uniformity of ¢ Weights" and ““ measures” adopted in Custom
House transactions at all the Presidencies on the recommendation of the Customs Committee,

will be felt in the comparative facility which it will afford for the preparation of such a General
Return. -

32. The Committee do not suppose that such Returns as they have recommended can be
prepared at once. They are aware that no material at present exists for their compilation, and,
at first, it will probably only be possible to produce statements showing the result of the trade
from month to month without any comparison with corresponding Period: SF forbier yeuts: - Rub
the returns would soon begiq to possess a real practical value. The Committee would ac'ld that
they attach more importance to the column intended to show the computed real values than to
that showing the Custom House Official values, though both should they think be given.

: 33. Endeavors should also be made to distinguish the Coasting Trade from the Foreign
Trade proper. At present produce (Raw Cotton and seeds for instance), borne seawise from
subox:dmate ports to Bombay appear in the Bombay returns as imports, and when shipped to
English or other Ports beyond the seas figure as exports.

This is the same as if the produce of
Bengal or the North West, brought down from the interior =

bl , : to Calcutta, was treated as an import ;
an obviously erroneous method, and one conveying a false impression of the trade of a Port. The

real object of Trade Returns is to arrive at the Foreign or external commerce of a country, that
’

is, its imports for which it becomes indebted to Foreign countries, and its exports for which
Foreign countries become indebted to it,

Navigation B.etums. 3[ The ol.)ject of' Navigation Returns is, first, to ascertain what portion
of our Foreign and Coasting trade is carried on by British, and what by Foreion bottoms ; and
o ’

secondly, to determine whether our whole trade is, as has been said with regard to Trade Returns,
progressive, stationary, or retrograding. To exhibit these results nothing can be clearer than
the Board of Trade Forms, which the Committee consequently recommend should be adopted.

35. M. Bullen is of opinion that to ensure greater accuracy in the weekly and monthly
Returns now issued from the Custom House at Calcutta, as referred to in paragraph 30, these
Returns should in future be issued under the direct responsibility of the Collector. Shou’ld this
necessitate any change in the proprietary right to these publications, care should be-taken that

those Officers of the Customs who have what may be considered a vested right to their issue,
should be equitably indemnified.

36. The Hon’ble A. Eden having left Calcutta before this report was prepared, a separate
Memorandum prepared by him on the subject under reference is herewith annexed.

(Signed) RICHARD SPOONER, President.
( 1 ) J. N- BULLEN, Mﬂﬂlbﬂa

wwaroceedz'ngs of th

No. 1.—IMPORTS.

of September, 1860, and for the

ed Tariff) and computed real values compared with the corresponding periods

tta (including the quantities bonded) for the month

(or fix

five months ended 30th September 1860, with their declared

An Account of the Imports of Merchandize inlo the Port of Calcu
of 1858 and 1859.
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No. 4—NATIONALITY.

A 7 . .
n account of the Number and Tonnage of Vessels (distinguishing their Nationalities) which entered i
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nwards and cleared outwards in the month of

September 1860, and the five months ended 30th September 1860, compared with the corresponding periods of 1

858 and 1859.
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B Ly N, on Trade Returns, dated 7th January 1861.

DE

e Honorable A.E e ;

Memorandum by th 3 diate departure from Calcutta renders 1t 1m.p0551ble for the Com-
1. I regret that my !mmet l:n this subject after such general discussion as the importance

mittee to send ib 2 foe re1p0rhowever leave my opinion on record, and I think that my views

of the queshih deman(;l s,;ce with those of my colleagues who will doubtless submit a report on

are generally in accor a

the subject on an €4
9, The presen i : : .

opiy ans publisped ?{ipgr(::f’?l;f;mrtmem in the Board’s Office, and a small Establishment

tion of this there 182

for this purpose under the Collector copy out the
in the Collector’s Office. Themen emplo?si?onoio thep Revenue Board. T hese are generally

sly oo Calcutta are inaccurate and clumsy. The

1 3
£ Tole TR p?bltltjzegn?xual Commercial Report, and for the prepara-

& - transim : > s . P

Import and Export B',eglstElS' i d even when received, the nature of these Registers 1s such

three or four months 11 arrears, an b8 the different. Departments to abstract from them the
o€

] her, and the Clerk who is
ts are all jumbled up together,
information they require. Itelﬂ:oag‘fax?;:has to wait until the Register has l()}eer'lka?)stract'ed by
preparing Imports and Exgotr}:: Returns for the Unliwdemgd‘)m,l4=\tl:ji ‘:‘:d s‘g‘ On"’ clhxmigetﬁi
~ H reparin 1as been compieled, al .
s il the e foraséa:(;leen done they are often incorrect, as from the

America has to wait unti : . . |
; ‘n 5 complete these abstracts, B nsing e 4 rom th
ok k s that the a

= en
form of the register it fre‘lue“tlz happ
omits to notice some Very large

1 would
3. Asan amendment ' e engage

that it takes a very long Hme ¥

the Board’s copy of the Register should be
propose th({tti“ e;naking it should in future be employed in

discontinued, and those ¥ g I ouse Challans, omitting marks and numbers. These
prepo:rzng an,abstracr. copy ctig,‘,:stfg?di{iu the original’ plxallaxr, whllef passxt:lg thr%}iglilthe
should be audited, and all corre On the departure of a Ship ‘he, whole of the a S;raft B:“ i
Custom House, shou Jod togethers and sent to the Reporters Eepart.rln'enj 0 t‘t ltf om;d:}
of that Ship should be folde gbe raken charge of b t!le Cler fn lc mlr),,e 0 -]e-'f)oak?
Office, where they W9uld a{)ob him entered in books which have date y. deen Phrcscl:li ](: b
destination of the Ship, to _ew}a’ the work would always be up to l(zin:e,‘ an bsuu brﬁ ales as
me for this purpose: Inltlb{:'e j(gpossible. The Annual Report cou ,i‘;]e:foﬁnpu slbr‘i(l;( do::e
have lately occurred wou ear, instead of six months as at present. ¢ s ({";; : 1 te 2'1
month after the close of the year, fused ; it makes reference 2 matter of great di culty, an
' of the long tables which extend over some 8 or 10

: con

th G overnment 18 very

er:ogogleequenﬂ)’ aciee. W deﬂ'geﬁf’ Bonnaud would be preferable. %

pages. A form like that adopte dy ¢ Revenus should publish 2 brief table of imports and
Every quarter the ngr o s of the quarter as compared with .the quarter of

4. y and valu . he second quarter of one year the

i uantities o an t
exports, merely showing de = pe betters if 1! ) _ B ear.
ths pre’vious ;'ear, or perhaps | c}-ters of the previous year, if the third quarter with the

i ith t
comparison was wi :
first three quarters of year, &¢

5. “HHe only ot

: ily Imports, Daily Exports, Bonnaud’s
ublished are the Daily L s
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Monthly, and Board’s ADD and 1 understand they are prgﬁtable. he ;lpupt;)r ¢‘l‘1:e ] ic 1‘:5
Department as 2 speculatlolt)h the merchants may be inferred from the vcily My g)rt e A);m[;;ﬂ
attached to these Re_t“{‘“i b)e:ing 100 Rupees per annum for each of these, except the
for them, the subscriptio Z :
i 3 i - tness ; they
Return. and no one I8 responsible for their correc ; they
6. These Returns are not corr:f)tf’ Customs himself, and bear his signature, if necessary ;
should be published by the Collecto the Assistant Collector might receive a(tin increase o:lparl
: int and se
the Iport nd BP0 fing these RELEEE they should nox be & L% ekd enabl the Co-
ition of their g ~om the sale t ¢ ¢
9nf<:;)m;lt§g:] officially received The P"‘iﬁtif:;nt for their preparation, and the price at which
o efficient Establs with reference to these. The charge

lector to keep up & VY lic should be reg“lated oalily i s exorbitant, and I

to the pub : e, the present price seem ‘
et ope . he cost and 20 g preppare'them realized very large sums from

1 rt

should be sufficient to cove i : ' ron

understand that th who used formghr.yto expect that Government will give them infor
s i

the sale. 1 think that the p ; ; oty

mation of this sort at the Jeast possxble co

s
€ A pashan s oG compesllzd ?s%;ﬁe;?eater saving of time a
: have proposet,
an abstract sugh as I

y y l eeln
I ca ve 1,1]3‘; the w()uld ra 1s€ an Ob ectlon to [hls, s o
o nnOt Concel B

i d correc’, returns. : : : .
ol °bmmSPeedy a{xilnd my opinion to be generally in accordance with their own on this
g. If my colleagues

. ' i her-
i i neurrence 11 the Report they submit, ot
j 5 bliged by their noting my ¢0
subject, [ shall fecl ©

i Zdix to their Report.
i o eood as tu send this up as Appen ,‘
viss they will perhaps be 50 8° (Signed) A EDEN.

heir Challans in duplicate, or accompanied by
nd expense would result,
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