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~ Proceedings of the Mudras Government, Revenve Department,
“e. ¢ 23rd May 1861,

No, 198,  Read the follovﬁng Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 8th May 186!
- " No. 2,362:— ' ’

Read the following letter from J. SIL’_VF:R, Esq., Collector of-Tinhevelly, to J. D. SIM Esq
Secretary to th'e Board of Revenue, “TFort Saint George, dated Tinnevelly, 30&1; Apri,l.v»

1861, No. 196.
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, , 1. Advertingto the correspondence noted in th :
Mo Board Ath J 1860, No. 24 : VRS . . ed in the margin,
o Board 4th Jan & T have now the honor to reporb to the Board, the arrangements I
From do. 231d Marchs, 1,480, ¢ would propose for the conduct of the Chank Fishery on the

JTo ~do. 4th May 3 2 173 i b v
o doo  BAB WY 5102, eXPirY of the present Contractdrs Jease, on the 30th June next.

From do. 18th April 1861 » 2,013 . o . :
L 9. The results of the late’ Pearl Fishery have shown that it

is not now so much
of the Pearl Banks, and it is keeping this object directly in view that 1 now address the Board.

3. To abolish the Chank Tishery alt(_)gether,would cause a general dispersion of at least
the Tuticorin Divers numbering about 150 ; and it is of some consequence to add 1o, and not
to diminish this class of men. Second, thgre is the cqnsideration of the abandonment of acertain
source of revenue, which [ would not be-justified in advocating, if it could be continued with
due security to the greater interests involved in the Pearl Fishery. The question therefore
resolves itself into tvo points, whether the Chank Tishery should be carried on under the direct
immediate management of Governmgnt Officers acling under my orders, or whether a scheme
proposed to me, by the Master Attendant of Tuticorin, of licensing boats chould be tried.
4, I have given the subject very careful consideration, and while T am decidedly opposed
to giving a Jease of the Fishery as in former ;years, to one contracior, 1 am of opinion that the
scheme proposed by Captain Phipps should be tried for at any rate one year, and if it is not

found to. answer,
5. A perusal of the old records shows ¢hat the management of the Chank Fishery under

" Aumani, in formet years, Was except'mna.l.; and that efforts were always directed to having the
Tishery rented. The cost of Establishment daring the short and broken periods when the
Fishery was directly managed by Government, Was Rupees 75 a pabnth, with an additional
charge to the Divers, of Rupees 25 for every 1,000 Chanks fished and delivered. Under the
present enhanced sate of wages, could mot estimate the monthly cost of Establishment under
Rupees 100, while I could look for Chanks to be delivered at Rupees 25 a thousand, the rate
formerly paids for the present contractor Lam told, only pays Rupees 20 a thousand ; but then there
is the chance of a fall in the price of Chanks, the risk of getting rid of them, and the additional

_ Tabor imposed on the Master Attendant who would have immediately o superin'tend the

-

management of the Tishery under my “orlers.
6. Captain Phipps is decidedly of upinion, that while the Fishery was in the hands of one

renter to whom alone the boat owners and divers had to look, it gave much opportunity for

‘poaching ; throwing open tke Fishery to general ‘co_mpe'tit'\on, and rigidly enforcing the penalties
either for trespass or neglecting to report, trespass, would with the present fleet of guard boats,
bea sufficient check to secure the Pearl Banks from being poached. His Estimate is based on
: ' t cojx_tf,é\ctor'enlpl()ys about 20 boats duriug one year, and these

the following data: The presen
fish about 3,00,000 Chanks, giving an average of 15,000 for each boate The contractor, it is
yeported, pays the boat owners at the rate of Rupees 20 per 1,000 Chanks, and has sold at an

‘average of Rupees 100 per 1,000, fo‘l“ the price of Chaoks. has risen much above the price

 obtained during the former lease 3 it 1 said this rise took place after the mutiny from increase

demand. This would give Rupees 1,500, as the amount
~§5r_.ic’e§ remained high, but supposing that from inereased cop.lpetition, parties taking out licenses
aid double what the present contractor is said 1o pay, that is Rupees 40 a thousand, and deducting

600 from Rupees 1,500, and again ‘deducting the cost of the license, it would leave a

round sum of Rupees 500 as the profit for the speculator.

realized by each boat for one season, if

¥

a revenue from the Chank Fishery that we have to look to, as the conservancy

we can then revert to taking the Pishery under direct Government management.
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g : LA It must be borne in mind that the price of Chanks may fall, and that there is the ‘
: certainty of a Pearl Fishery next yedr ; I do not, think therefore that the amount allowed for
profit will bear reducing, for I have heard that the present contractor has still Chanks of the > AL

year before last on hand, which he has not yet been able to get rid of. At present only about
twenty boats from Tuticorin are employed, but by throwing open the Fishery, Iavould look to
perhaps double that number, including boats not only from Taticorin, but from the ports beth

to the north and south, being engaged, and fishing Chanks more. extensively than they could A A 7 )
do under the management of one contractor. I beg to forward copy of the Master Attendant’s ¢ LA y ,‘/ b
scheme, and to recommend that it be given a trial for one year. % "'-/; s et k' 4
- < /:/T v o

EEP S

v

.‘7",/2 cret et/ P -

p - " d
A AT P2 PTLED T ~
7

At the recommendation of the Collector the, Board sanction the adoption of the plan pro- b % v -
f::iit:g.()aptam Phipps for one year as an experiment, the results of which are to be fully . . 2 Q;’i SO _¥/ ii/i&z/}/ L&?’I—/é .
(A true Copy and Extract.) , v
(Signed) W. HUDLESTON, Secretary.
No. 199. ' ORDER THEREON, 23rd May 1861, No. 1,076.
Government approve of the Board’s orders.
-1 : (Signed) J. D. SIM, ,
. Secretary to Government, 2"
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