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i Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
16tk May- 1861,

Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 23rd Februar
No. 915.

Read letter from the Acting Collector of Tinnevelly, dated 28th October 13 '.'
reporting on the origin and meaning of certain remissiouns of the assessment called Ci/

- "(In Cons. 7th November 1859, No 5,521.) .

No. 12¢1.

Ordered that the foregoing letter be submitted to Government, with referenct . .
Minutes Consultation, dated 12th May 1859, Rcvc‘ '
ment, No, G51. : g T ;
2. Chaturbhagam, ora remission of the fixed assessment at various rates, xs‘{' S

In Cons. 13tb May 1839, No. 2,174,

.

enjoyed by Bramins on their cultivation, known under the term of Teasgaree in so
and by Bramin proprictors of lands or by partics, wliether Bramin or othcrwxse,

may have been transferred by them. It frequently happens that the allowance i xs’, ‘ '

persons who no longer retain the land on account of which this dcducuon ap

accounts. o

3. The favorable landed tenures gencrally in Tinneselly, mcludm" Ch.._ ;

: cinie’under consideration in the correspondence n €4
an 3 . .

r'm‘ gf}fﬁctﬁggl‘fﬂd May,inCors.* pargin.  The particulars of the specific item & K

To Government, dth Sept. 1851, bhagam were exhibited in account particulars A, whi )

From do. 27th Oct. 18531, R. D, .
No. 1,036, in Cons, 10th Nov. panied Mr. Bird's rcportﬂthc first of the letters ¥

The total. amount of remission pnder this hcad[

stated to be Rupees 39,158-3-G, of which Rupees 15,060-15-3 scemed to constity”
probably ofa permanent character, to befinally determy - .-

1801 No. -,aas

tions of the assessinent, .
[2] s .
general survey, and the remainder, or Rupees 24,0¢ 17.4-3, is cntercd as appertaining te. gDy

or propnctcrs of villages,” and is the item which is now xmmedlately under consxder. e .
paragraph 4 of his report, Mr. Bird makes the follomnf' observation regarding it: L I[
he says, “‘ to have been originally granted for the purpose of conferring dngmty ot
“of.the proprietor of the village, and to be, therefore, a specxcs of service ma

forwarding Mr, Bird’s report to Government, the Board suggested, in which view the . oy

. acquiesced, that these allowances should be left in the poatession of the then holders, :
descendants till the general survey, but without the power to divide them. This sugges 1
founded in some degree on the view that the remissions in question, if of the charactcr o\’ , __
grants, might be made available in the future reformation of the Police.” o : . ’

4. Iu the letter recorded at the -head of these Proceedings, Mr. Levinge has ente \ . ";*g".

‘some length iuto the origin and nature of ‘these grants, and is desirous of showing tha} ‘O i "5.,'3;
are aIlo"cthcr of a personal character, without any reference toservice. Their orl"m is prob. "'; i' "

) to some extent as stated by Mr. Levm"c, viz., grants to \ 1’_-, ' %
Panagraph 8. Bramin proprietors of villages, which were not invariably rcspccu, - 4
ngr'apbno acd 22, till systematic arrangements for the settlement of villages \vcre ‘{‘

' . introduced by the present Government. Mr. Levinge thinks that - H

many’ persons after the triennial and decennial leases, when individual pattas were goncrally
issued under the Ryotwar mode of settlement, obtained pattas for lands which had passed into

- other hands with the view ofsccunn" to themselves the Chatur-
bhagam formerly granted on those lands.- In some instances i
was found necessary-for the collection of the revenue to givet

- Paragrapbs 22 and 27,

pattas to lhc actual holders of the lands, but to preserve the enjoyment of the Chaturbhagam \_

“intact in the person claiming it,’a clause was inserted in the pattas denying to the holder of
the land the right cf disposing of it in ary way. Mr.” Levinge bas proper]y removed this

: restncuon. . .
5. In subsequent ‘transfers of land by sale the right.to.

Chaturbhagam it appears has- been frequently retained by
party who had enjoyed it till then, whereas the purchasero
land, Mr. Lc\'mgc thmks, is entitled to the remission in virtue of hishaving become a shareho'
/in the villago lands. “Mr. Levinge’s illustrations are not very clearly expressed. Throught

I’mgnphn 28and 29, -
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Proceedings of the Madras Gotrernment, Recenue Department, ’
' 16tk May 18061.

:port he is anxious to show that Chaturbhazam tras not originally given in consequence of
ssessment being too high, but a class distiuction, the Bramin proprietor of lands having
indulgence shown to him with reference to his caste, ;
' 6. Mr. Levinge is in favor of discontinuing ‘Chaturbhagam
altogether, except in thosecases in which it is known to have been
given in consequence of the assessment having been too high. In
e Mr. Levinge would issue pattas to the actual holders of the lands at the reduced rates,
:h he would make permanent; at the same time, looking to the increased value cf all
riptions of landed property, he scems to think that the full rates might be enforced.

7. In all other cases Mr. Levinge does not consider that the discontinuance of this allow-
: would be unjust or harsk. In certain cases in which the ordinary assessment bLas been
lified, the Chaturbhagam has passed away with the change, and the general and complete
ogation of this item is viewed by Mr. Leviuge as simply the extended application of a prioci.
already afirmed. Moreover as the parties enjoying Chaturbhazam at the present time are .
» holders for the most part of wet lands, such persons are receiving, it isargued, more thag
equivalent in the substitution, under the recent orders of Government, of a fixed scttlement
ce for the fluctuating prices observed hitherto under the olungu system. -

8. Viewed in its general aspect of grant t certain individuals, there is little difference
:ween the opinion entertained by Mr. Levinge and that cxpressed by his predecessors in ofjce.
* Levinge has, however, raised a question which calls for consideration » ¥iz., whether the remis-

raphs 31 and 32,

nif not abrogated, should not go with the land in cases of transfer. M, Bird, as alieady -

ted, considered that service was incidental to the ;;rant. Mr. Eden, a former Collector, was
ofa differcnt opinion. Ina very elaborate paper reporting on the
settlement of Tinncvsliy for Fasli 1244, Mr. Eden makes the
following remark in Paragraph 77 :—* \Vhenever an aucient
Mirfsddr sells or presents in gift, his mirssi lend, tho receiver considers that he has a right
to enjoy the advantages originally granted to the Mirdsdérs ; it would scem, howerver, the above.-
mentioned advantages were not granted to the landholder, but to the particular indiridual, that
is to say, the grant of one-third, one.fourth, one-fifth, &e., remissions from the beriz of the
punjab, nunjahmail punjah, and vampyre lands and from the mailwaram of uunjah lands,

xm Colloctor, 12th October 1833,
a Cous. 11th Jan, 1836,

was

10t on account of any additional trouble and extra expenses to be borne by the .-\Iirisidkn,‘ bat -

and not granted
Lam disposed
; the favorable
but strictly speaking ought to

'o think the grant of Reyanyet ought to cease as ought all pattom and porupur
:enures under which they are held, are, I believe, hercditary,

scase on their passing by sale or gift to another family,”

9. Theallowance does not appear in the pattas of the Ryots, but is deducted in the gross
'm the total asscssment of the village, and then disbursed to the partics entitled to receive it

| In reviewing Mr. Eden’s Toport mentioned above, the Board stated
2 17th Nor. 1830, para. 32. that they were not Prepared, in the state of the information before

‘ L them, to sanction the proposition to resume the Chaturbhazam on
: land passiog to another family. They wished further inquiry to be made as to the nature of

nts would not justify the resumption of prisileges lon
'mpted from conditions of service. .
' 10. It does not appear that mors light ‘can be thrown on the origin of the grant than that
v furnished by Mr. Levinge, and what appears on the records of the B
th two exceptions mentioned ja Mr. Bird’s letter referred to in a
yCh coatain no information on this puint, no dacuments are forthcom
ar as the papers beforo them enable (he Board to arrive at a conclusi

“view the Chaturbbagam a3 o class indu

.~Tho Colloctor, Mr. Eden, was ‘tions of service
opinion that the Chatarblagam ’

2 2ok be 30 ased. th? appropriation of thess remissions to purposes of DPolice.
; | Viewed as a class indulgence j cannot us a matler of right be

g cnjoyed in Lereditary succession cad

former paragraph, and
ing on the subject, but
on, they are inclinsd to
lgence, without condi-

» grant aod how far its conditions were fulfilled, and they observe that the absence of docu- .

card mentioned abore.

at least of guch g nature as would justify.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Rercnue Department,
16¢k May 1861,

-~

made to accompany the land on its transfer to others; at the same time jt remains to consider
: how far it is desirable that jt should be kept in its present .

Para ‘U”M”. .. . . . s e . .
sTap position, viz., "as not liable to dirision or transfer, pending

the survey. Mr, Levinge points out certain abuses Prevalent under the present system.
The Board do not, however, coucur in that officer’s proposition for immediate resump-
tion. Alr. Eden's arrangement for its ccasing on transfer of the land would ‘not perhaps
be unfair, but on the whole, looking chiefly to the fact that these remissions kave been
Permissively enjoyed for so long a series of years, whether by the original grantees and their

descendants, or by persons to whom the lands have been transferred, the Board are inclined to -
think that they should be allowed in future to go with the land on occasions of transfer, to :
merge finally at the survey, and where they are enjoyed at present separate from the land, to

cease at the death of tho present recipients. They are found in 392 villages and amount, accord.

. ing to thereturns forwarded by Mr. Bird, to Rupees 2¢,097-1.3 including remissions to Bramins

on their cultivation,

11. Thelast mentioned item is strictly the Teasgsree of other Districts, and will be continued
till the survey to present holders of lands and their descendants, but disallowed should the lands

. be transferred to other parties.

12. - In the concluding paragraphs of bis letter, Mr. Levingo notices an extra tax called
“ Mail-vaipoo.” Itis stated to correspond  with the jédi or quit-
rent in other Districts. In villages in which Chaturbhagam is
allowed, the Mail-vaipoo would appear to bein fact a portion of the Chaturbhagam which

Papazraphs 33 o 30.

- i3 disallowed * in order to make up the proper amount of Taram  tax that should coms to

““Qovernment.” It is clear from this explanation, that the Mail-vaipoo, as forming essentially a
part of the assessment, csnnot be given up till the assessment itself shall bo finally reviscd,
13.  In regard to the Teasgarce of other Districts, the Board would observe, with referenco

L o the remarks of Government in Extract Minutes Consul-
Ta Cons. 16th November 1857, No. 633, tation dated 1%th February 1857, No. 199, paragraph 19,

* that this item has been considerably reduced. Its coapleto abolition js necessarily reserved

as intimately connected with the final adjustment of the land
tax, as observed in the report of the Board on the sctilement
of the land and sundry sources of Revenue for Fasli 1262,

(A truc Extract.)

ToGort,, 17th Aug.1854,N0.370, p.43.

(Signed) J. D. SI), Secretary,
No. 125. Osper mrerro, 16th May 1861, No. 1,010. .
1. Thero are in the District of Tinnevelly certain favorable tenures appertaining to
certain lands, by which those lands ure held at lower than the fixed
Collector’s letter, paragraph 4.

rates of assessment. The fixed rate, it appears, is entered every year
in the patta, but the remission is afterwards deducted in.the lump from the settled demand on

. the village. The remission is called Chitirbigam, though the rate of the deduction varies

greatly in differcnt cases. The total amount of remissions coming under this term is about
39,000 Rupees yearly; but of this sum about 15,000 Rupees appears to be not so0 much an

- indulgence, as a reduction of assessments considered to be excessive, The amount of
(-]

Chftfrbigam proper is therefore only about 21000 Rupees
® DBoard’s Proceedings, paragraph 8. lv.e . 4
yearly. ,
2. These tenures came under the notico of Government in 1851, and it was then
ordercd that the favorable tenures should be left untouched until the general survey ; but that

 the holders should not have power to alienate them. The subject came under notice again early

in 1859, in conaection with an action brought against the Collector ?f ‘T.inuevcll.v and others,
claiming Chitérbigam remission. The claio was considered to b? invalid ; b?t the Board of
Revenue promised to submit further information on the geacral subject of Chiturbif;am tenures
in Tianevelly ; and the Gosernment desired that the report should be full, remarking that ghQ
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P roceedings of the Madrqs Gocernment, Recenue Department,
’ 16tk May 1861. '

practice relating to it appeared 1o be very complicated, and well suit>d to promote corruption

among the subordinate revenye servants.® The Board's P“sfnt
by a long report from A Proceedings are in reply to that requisition, and it is accompani¢
y g Teport from Mr. Levinge, late Acting Collector of Tinaevelly,

. Mr. Leving ) -
neccs:f r t’f Levx;xoe entcfs at some length jato the origin of these tenures, of which it is only

sary to say that he differs from the former Collector, Mr. C. Bird, in regarding them 33
personal, while Mr. Bird held th » Mr. C. , i

condition of these te Lo tem rather to be official orin a measure for service. The Presen‘

nures isin much confusjon, In many cases the holder of the Jand is 3 dimt?‘

» - tea’ 1 *
xituxbagam remission upon it, the cause of ¢

2 R be
culivated by smarh Ryon o evenue Officers jn giving land left waste by the owncrIs; :;(:hff

® 12th May 1839, No. C34.

sTesersing the ChStirbigam right. p
and uncertaj . ‘e noticeds

Paragragho, that the remission i, hot ! . inty, as well as of fraud, is as abo.v am
from the settlement of 10U in the patta for the land, butis deducted in the luP
4. Mr. Levin ent ol the village, and then distributed amony those entitled to it

. - Levinge ¢ :

argues that there \‘:oulgcl(:temner'ld-s l}}at fhu remission should be wholly abolished at oncés on
Curnums in connection wit} ng},mjgmcc In that course, Jfe details various cases of fraud by
The Bozrd do not s, tonu : $tirbSgam, poor and ignorant Ryots, being usually the sufferes:
should be alloweq to be trap ‘rspropo.&,]. They think that the ChitGrbSzam remissions properv
and that where Ansterred with the land, that they should cease entirely at the surveys
separately from the land, they ehould cease at the death ¢

A further source of confusion

they are now en;
oyed
the present recipients, »

5. Apartofthe Temis

‘ugh impmperly’ under the general term Ch.fl:ra

's the ordinary Tiazgari of other Districts, b3105 e
ment on lands held by Bramins. The Board "co:

d for the Present, but should ceass entirely-at t°¢

d passing from a Bramin to one of another C-"te‘.

» the Government do not thiok that any g.elﬂb;:
question have evidently spruns y,, ; efore them, can be obtained. The “m‘,sxom‘q
. na haphazarg way, partly as alleviatious to an O¥¢! ':s
O'T;ce to !anfl owners of 3 particular caste, and parll)'v p"haps;,c
o 2a¢ digaitaries, The ignorance about them shows thst x"o‘;
Their continuance is therefore at the disceet's

Mr. L.e\'ingc's letter. The G(ie:cranolioimzn of .lhc:n has bezy already abolished, 88 sho“‘:‘es':
ment ig iniroduced, these Temissio, . Oun,c'l resolves therefore that when the survey ?’s o8
propesed at the end of baragraph l()lso;]t‘lxzst[(;lsapp“_"' Meanwhile they will be dealt wit

7. Tiazzari gy A ¢ Board’s l’roccedings under review.
but to cultivators ol'(;“ce?t(:ir:x C‘h“l.urb'g‘nam. inasmuch as itis not a remission on certain fans
on the land, withoy Varying c.:;s lhe_corrccg principle of asscssment is that it #1oU
cultivator, Remissio Lot the description of broduce grown, or with the caste ©

I H t
. ment to continy are op.en to great objection, and it is quit® 3
them in a manyer 44 decided ang ¢ o abolish (hem, The best course will be 0
unreserved oy by, bzen adopted with the Chitdrbigzam ¥ e-"
.. uity

Pending that B¢

. lc .

8. The item calleq Melvaipng. » 1. disalloweq, whenever transferred to other p3*

noticed by the Board i, Paranraplslio’ aXind of feq
1s evidently an impost wh; b -

ch in jtg - o?
oye . es . e33

appears for abolishing it, but it oun‘np( €Nt stato gives openings fur much abuse. Nor

pleasure of Curnums, st to be fizeq

.5 the
The B ).N)d no Iongcr to bc ler‘ as at prcsen‘ to
“°€ 1t 0 a clear and defined footing-
- (Sigoed) €. G. MASTER,
e D‘P“y Secrctery to Goré?
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Ix Cox. 7rn NovEuBER 1859, No. 5521, ~ .

From V. II. LEVINGE, Esq., Acting Collector of TINNEVELLY, ,
o dated Tinnevelly, 28th October 1859, No. 456. "
With reference to Extracts from the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, Nos. 264 and 266,
dated the 10th and 13th May 1859, I have the honor to report that I have searched the records
and that I cannot find any correspondence on the subject of chatoorbaguin or any mention of it,
till the year 1851, when Mr. Bird made a report on the subject, No. 110, dated the dlst May, in
answer to an Extract from the Procesdings of the Board of Revcnue, dated the Tth Jaouary 1850.

2. Tu this district, the term chatoorbagum is applied not only to the remission granted to

Beamins on their own cultivation, but to all the favorable rates of assesswent givenin the margin-

of paragraph 1, of Mr. Bird's above-mentioned letter.

3. In paragraph 4, M. Bird says, it should be looked upon as a reductioa of the assessment
on account of its being too high, or as an allowance to proprictors of villages and to be therefore,
a species of service inam; as far as poonjah lands are coocerned, such a view of the subject is
scarcely supported by the records. : . e

4. Ifitis to be considered as a reduction of the assessment, it would have been giantcd to
the actual payers of the "rcvcnq.e and would have appeared in the puttahs, or wh.en' the reduction
was made the reduced rates would have been entered in the next year's puttah and there would
have been some authority for the reduction, but there is none. Messrs. Cochrane and Hepburne,
who finally settled the rates and whose rates.afe levied to this day, issued vputlahs in Fusly
1215, 1216, 1217, for the full amount of the teerwah to each individual ryot and no _remission on
account of any favorable assessmeut sppears in them, the Bpttahs'are still so preparcd and the
chatoorbagum oc favorable rate, is deducted from the gross revenue of the village after the
amount of tax payable to Government on the cultivated lands is totaled ; it cannot, I think, be
considered as tervice maniem, because it is given to those who do not azd are not expected to per~
form any service. S : L

5. The full assessment is-paid by the actual owners and occupicrs of the lands to the
meerassidars who deduct the chatoorbagum or favorable rates and divide it amongst the pungalies
or sharers, paying the balance to Government. The deduction is entered jn the accounts, since
the Company's Government, as the ‘meerassidars’ maniem, “but it is not; the meerassidars are a
certain number of mean, three or four to each village, selected from amongst the pungalies and called
sircar meerassidars to perform Government work, such as collecting the revenue, &c.; in_p'ayme'nt

of those duties they have a separate maniem called Dooppaty maniem; the mcerassidars only -
get so much of the favotable deduction asfalls to their share as pungalies and not on payment for their -

service as meerassidars ; the remaining portion is divided amongst the other pungalies. -

G. Mr. Mayne, in his le@ier to the Bo_:ird,' No. 171, dated the 8th Max 1858.,011’ this Asnbject say's.' .
 that in villagesin which chatoorbagum is given the Bramin proprietcr is calleda Mahajanum and the

Soodra a pungaly. A Bramin is called a Malsjanum whether he is a proprietor or claimant of the lands
or a mere resident, the term is never applied to a Soodra, but it is only under the title of pungaly”
or sharer in common, which is then equally applied t both Bramin and Soodrs, that the claim for
chatoorbagum is advanced. ’ T

7. The practice of this district is to give this chatoorbagum or favorable deduction not only
to Bramins on their own cultivation, bt also to give itin certain villages to Bramins and Soodras on
Jand and trees let by them to others, and on land and trees claimed by them as their property, but held
by others in their own right, by those who have always held them indepen(;cntly who sell aad mortgage
them and enjoy them without paying sawmybogum and without any claim of the sort ever being made
on them by these Bramins and Soodras who call themselves pungalies, or sharers, or landlords in
common. ) ) '

8. Custon; is pleaded as the sole aut~hority for the practice of the district in the 392 villages in
which the custom is found ; the most probable origin of it that I have heard given is, that the paick

v
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rovereigns of Madura, to whom this dis
and other caste "cultivators and gave
nunjah lands, - the palmiral trees were

trict became subject at d:fierent times, turned out the Vellala
thcir”vil]a';;cs' to Bramins, the Bramins got possession of the
. useless to them ae none but Shanars could work them, and
the poonjah lands were left 1o the ousted lower caste proprictors to cultivate. The Bramin proprietors

were unable to enforce the rights of landlords by collecting sawmyboguin from ‘the tree and poonjah

- culdvators, elthc; through fear of driving them to extremities or because the trees and poonjah land
would not hear payment of saw -

1o value to the Bramins ; 1o compensate
cc.rtiailyx.[)ortion ofﬂth.e Government assessment
,"““fe_." of thg_ villazes in the prdpo}tiiins'of '
when forthcomiung, shew that ‘the deducyi
pungalies. ' -

at the rates now deducted according to the circum-

. 9 Thc d_éscepdahts of or}f;ri.n'al i)ram
i." the villages to Soodras, &e., who thus o}
3: sorx;e in.slances', the Bramin piopriebors'
m:‘:yt' l:fy i«_zes[:-r_fvd .lh'el'l' villages, and t'hcirwrig‘h.ts‘ were usurped by or giv'en o_ver'tO_Soodras;
Ly o, Were Tenewed angd cleared oyt o0 under the Company's Gorernment when the
fxlja_ggg were rented and thej; placesltak;h'.b:j others' h +ded o their 2
. ‘ 0., The nllage 'é'c.c‘iauxx'.is lo not’ o
Gorernment ‘strictl ranted these repm:
léss than ihése"éidirici o o S
'tb}y- %rious names were laid on, ght the revenye l d times shove,
e amount don b rale vata gy renUe nearly up to, and some
§if>’qs' zll,nd the right to thep “onl ¥ survived du: e
_C.‘?‘.“‘P?"fs time, through the brdciiée'bf enit
entry of the remissions granted in the
authoriticg for the pregent practice, ’
LT ts of Fus

succeeded to their rights.

oreting every succeeding jummabundy account with 2B
teceding Fusly, and these entries are the oply written

‘ r of the Company’s Gorernment uoder Mr-
ew lhf“ he granted the fuj) Temissions now-given and when
unt, is got always stated ; in some villages there are 10

and in oth : . .
l;iéh“aé;e'é,'?n there are three and foy, copies of Fusly 1211 jummabondy

Lﬁsllington\f :n‘:?unts of EQSU 1211, the first yea
2., 6008 Management, do pey g

Temissions are granted, on what 3ceq
saeuits of Fusly 1211, dng'jn gip,
Aesounts, not cae of &

;12,0 The jummébundy, a.c'co '

chcﬂy relied 'Sn.‘in‘ SUPPOT of the unts of Fuyly 1215,°1216 ang 1917, arethose ‘wwhich 7€

. : Present system ’
fil.lcle.d,ccrmply’d? Shew that (pe deductionys wereo; d

st acenny. 1o o deductions ade
caL e 2k 3 bear no g re and
sheiv the 1ands cultivaied “ang vn - SPature and ¢

, ts
\ ould be forged io any extent ; tke accoud
If assessment apg- ¢ '

Puttabs for the full amount of tax were issu

Jun .
nor assessed, ‘hey‘wcre cither in each village rented 10

-divided jt at thej ‘Mr. Lushiogto?:
oo ; r pleasure. " Mr.
3 survey apqd assessment of the cultivated poonjah ]ands, 80

!r(guld;]y paid; if he had alloweq the deductions now giveds t::‘:
tctions made by the Nabob's servants, which

m,vbogum in addition to the Government taz, and thus they were of
them for this b;x_rren gift, they were allowed to appropnate

L &c.;in support of this, the old village accéunt.s, .
ons were made in favor of tke Mahajanums or Bramin

11l proprietors, in some instances, since sold their shares
tain the reductions formerly allowed in favor of Bramins;
Fere 50 harassed uoder the. Mahomedan ‘Government -

< off; the memory cf these favorable remis- .
ing the Mahomedan Government aad up to the -

+ 1212, 1213'md 1214, tke re\'enﬂ,e’;

- . .. . . N o,'
B ranting chatoorbagum ;  the accousts P‘re
ade, but I doubt very much that they wWe¢'®

. e d
1% was laid oa the whole cultivation & .

s .ﬂ'erent_classes of lands that the -P°°"J‘h'

nagers and renters under the Mahomedan .
ctions allowed were gencrally for sums
1r the loss of revenue, a number of extra taxes called

" is entered in the puttahs.. .- .. ;

what he steadily avoided ; Le wanted fo get as much as they did ; this survey was not éomplcted till
Fusli 1215, and Mr. Cochranc even raised Mr. Lushington's rates, by adding the village expenses
which were again struck off, '

14. T believe that the present practice is what Mr. Cochrane alludes to, where he says, he found

some of the head inhabitants withholding part of the tax and lerying extra rates from the poorer
classes which Le would not allow, and he certainly issued Lis puttahs for the full amount of the assess-
ment not only to the pungalies for the land which they cultivated, but also to the poonjah and tree
holders on whose prbpcity'the pungalies now obtain’ chatoorbagum. o o

15. If Mr. Cochrane sanctioned the present remissions, I don’t understand why he did not shew
them in his puttabs, or why he should say in a letter to the Board that he would make every person
Pay a certain sum for every chain of the class of land he cultivated ard have every field numbered
and the rent of it permanently fized. ' - . '

~16. " On the 4th July 1808 or Fusly 1217, Mr. Hepburne reported he had in all the talooks
except Streevellypootoor upheld Mr. Cochrane’s rates. I ” ‘

17.  The following Fusly the district was rented and continued to be so till Fusly 1285, when
a ryotwar settlement was again introduced, framed on the accounts of Fusly 1217. .

18. In x'xll the early correspondence relating to' the seftlement of the district, there is no ally.
Sipn to any villages having aright to a favorable remission of the poonjah tax ;'in the villages in which
it,ié now given, no addiqun is made after the -deductioq of éhatoorbagum,'in the way of extra tax
such as waree” vuttum, &c., all such have been discontinued sirce the rates were fixed in Fuslics
1215,1216 and 1217, . . T - S

9. Chaioorba'gum is not allw@ on the nunjah lands and the favorqbly‘nsscssed lands of that
sort are not extensive. The produce ofmﬂlmjaiﬁands was always divided in the thrashing 'ﬂoo"r,
bct;vécn'Goécrnmcﬁt and ryots, and- when a favorable' division took place, it was on some admitted
plea iwhiél} has - sinée been 'conﬁ'i'micd; the extra cesses impésed,’ such as nélaw-arcc,’&’q.; have sipi:e
been’ struck  off and “thére is no practice for the issue of puttahs for ‘these ‘lands “shewing “the :full

‘ ain'ou{ut’o'f the asscssment and a fnvorgBlc ‘rate being ‘afterwards deducted by the village -offiders in

favor of certain parties. * ' . 4
~* 20. " Palmirah’treés ate assessed and chatoorbagum or ‘nadacoor, as ‘it'is “sometimes called, is
granted 6n them according fo the ratés established in Fusly 1217, in the different villages—the same
irregularity in granting it prevails, as in the case of the poonjah lands; where it is granted in pungaly
villages and the “deduction goes to the pungalies, it must be looked npon as a° deduction allowed
them in lieu of sawmybogum, but "where nadacoor is deducted fn - the puttabs of the Shanar pro.
Prietors and the deduction goes to them; it should be lookéd upod as a ‘reduction in consequence of
the rates having been considered too high and the accounts prove it.to be'so, and this dedaction
21, -The extra cess‘cS, -called waree vuttum, &c., which were added on ater the ‘chatoorba-
gum, &c. had been deducted, were reported on by Mr. ‘Bird, in a letter dated 5th September

1855, and their collection was ordered to be discontinued in Extracts from the Proceedings of the

Board of Revenue, dated 6th May 1857 and 24th ‘Septgmber'1858, and their collection has been
discontinued since Fusly 1268. ' o R L o
- eg, ‘When ryotwar puttahs were re-issued, in Fusly 1235, in all the villages in which a rednce
tion’on’account of chatoorbagum, &e. could bé shewn, by a reference to the accounts of Fusly 1211
and 1217, parties started. forward' asserting they were the owners of all the lands and trees and
claiming puttahs in their names, because by this means they could appropriate the chatoorbagum ;
in sich villages where  the lower caste cultisators had no spirit, the puttahs were given to the
claimants, and the fall Governmént asse ssment is since collected by the mcerassidars from the
oceupiers ‘who get ro proper “receipts for their payments, and are often’called upon to pay more
than the proper tax due on their lands, and the puttahdars appropriate the cfxgtdorbggixm and
. Board's Proccedines 10tk Norember - these puttadars sell or mortgage Yt.he‘frir sharcs” and the right
1851, Rulé 4, - rEE ' to the reduction of ‘the revenue to persons of “anycaste ;
S “but this practice has been disallowed.® - '

~
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23. In some of these villages, tha nen-puttah payers have been so defrauded that the ol}:ly
way they can be got to pay, is by letiing them pay direct to the tahsildar of the talook who

g ; . C e dictciet. @
gives the receipts for payment, and the curnoms give the payer, what is called in this district, 8

poolly teerwah or list of the tix due Ly the individual.

2¢. Sometimes it'_\'\‘ill be found that the puttahdar pungaly has got rid of the whole o most
of theland in his puttah, but he kecps up the puttah as he gets chatoorbagum on it, the party in pfOS' "
session is not allowed a puttah because the puttahdar cannot be brought to consent to the transter,

. . . . . e
and without the consent of the puttahdar it has hitherto, been considered imprcper to change th .
puttah and when an attachment for arrears occurs in such a case, the puttabdar's house will be founc

empty, and at last the ~ccupier of the land pays, to prevent the inconvenience of his crop or laad, .

which is his own, or which he perbaps has purchased, being put up in saction. .

.25, Ttis my belief that in some villages, some . of tbesefuttahdar pungalies are myths,. “:i :
-I koow that in suits under Regulation V. of 1822, agzinst the whole of the pungalies, 1 have faile _

to obtain the appearance of some or to trace their residence. .

28. In some of these villages the pungaly puttahdars would not pay the assessment, and.ﬂle
occupiers refused to pay without puttahs; in such cases, puttahs have been given to the occupiers,
but the chatoorbagum goes to the pungalies as in the case which has called for this report ; of
course, as the people get independent and enlightened, and know that improper modes of
collecting the revenue cannot safely be resorted to, they fay chatoorbagum is due on the puttab

and refuse to pay it ; the only way then that the pungaly can get it is by gettin;g 'it made to

appear as an arrear of revenuc and 30 collected.

27. In'some of the villages in which the 6nly way of collecting the revenue was by giving
puttabs to the non-pungalies, ‘as asop to the pungalies, the Collector, who otiginally issued the
puttahs as stated by Mr. Mayne, in his letter dated 8th May 1858, made an entry in them to the
cffect that the puttabdar had no right to gell, mortgage, or in any way dispose of the land entered
in the puttah. Two Fuslies ago, one of these ryots complained to me that for 20 years he had
refused his puttah on account of this. entry, that he woold nct admit its propriety as he bad
inherited his land from his father and held it as his own ;iroperty, which it virtually was; f"d
as I considered that as Collector of the revenue, in my bill for it, I wasnot at all authorized
to make such an entry, I struck it out of his and all the puttahs I could find, referring the
. Bramins, who came Vociferating at my injustice, to the Civil Courts, '

28. When the non-original pungaly puttahdars are simple people, whohave perhaps bought
a portion of the pungalies’ lands, the puttah given them is for the full amount of the asscssment _
and they should have chatoorbagum allowed them as having become pungalies, but the curnom
f&lly collects from them and will not collect their portion of the chatoorbagum from some friend, :
thus giving that friend, for a consideration doubtless, double chatoorbagum, - I had such a case

of fraud before me in Allencolum, a {th village to the extent of 57 Rupees, only last week.

29, 1 found snother irregularity in the village of Soorundy, a 1th remission village, the
ayacut accounts shew a portion of the village belonged to Bramin pungalies and a portion held by

" Sbanars, the head of the Shanars slways had a single puttah for the whole of their lands, ﬂ.ley
payed through him, but the chatoorbagum went to the Bramins, a Missionary bought a portion

of the pungaly’s land and tbus had a right to share a portion of the chatoorbagum allowed on -
the Shanar's lands, but he is allowed only chatoorbagum on his purchase and though be .

purchased a portion of the Shanar’s land from a non-puttah Shanar and has got a puttah for it for
the full amount of the poonjah assessment, chatoorbagum is deducted from it acd given to the
Bramin pungalies. - L . o . .
- 30.. Iﬁ a village i‘n the Sauttoor talook in whic.h chatoorhagum. is only.given on “,B”m‘;r:
owa cultivation in the proportion of one-fourth, I discovered a very mﬂuemufl j.’c“a]a or Soo -
holding his land in the name cf a Bramin for the purpose of getting the remission, and there 8

doubtless many such cases.

..ar, for the retention of the m

- ‘ranged by the curnomin the taluq jummah
.1e Government tax is to be

iy omitted such a petty item ia one

31, As the system leads to so much fraud and uafairness, it ought to be no longer allowed,
and tha full tax levied at once on all land anl trees, except in those casas in“which it can be ,
fairly proved that the reduction was made oa acsourt of the rates’ beinz too .115311. and i'n;thosc
cases the puttahs should be for the reduced rates only, and an iavestigation §h'ould be made to
ascertain who are bond fide owners ard the puttehs givea to them, leaving claimants to es;ablisl}
their rights in the Ciril Courts; but the valus of land 2nd trees and their produce has so gr:ntly

increased that probably the full rates would not be fuuad too Ligh.

32. Ifitis thought unfair to suddenly deprive thz racipisats of an allowanca they have long
-enjoyed, it is only completing what the Government have a'raady begun ; chatoorbigum was

allowed on the vaunpyre 2nd nunjah mail poonjah cultivation, but those taxes were abolished and

nunjah rates ordered to be levied, thz puagalies lost that chatoorbazam without any con-
sideration being given to their claims and they never mtdz an objection, knowing that the Govern-
ment has a right to tax or remit a tax at their pleasurz,>they got it on garden lands and on a
2nd crop on poonjah lands, but now the poonjah lands, by the digging of new wells, are turned
into gardens and they only get it on the poonjah tax and the 20d crop poonjah tax is remitted ; the
doing away with chatoorbagum would be no hardship to the present payzrs of the fall assess-
ment and as the recipients of it are almost all owners of the nunjah lands, they will receive more
than an equivalent if the proposed reduction of the nunjah assessment, by taking only at the
oloéngoo prices, instead of the selling prices, is carried out.

33. Mailvypoo, is a fee paid to Govarnmzat on maniums and inams called in other districts
I believe, jodagesa; itis deducted from .the amount of chatoorbagum in 12
Vullyoor talook, and four in Nangoonairy talook, in none of the other villages in which chatoor-
b.agum is allowed is it deducted; in those villazes the items of ¢ nelawary, yavany,” &c.,
which were of preciscly the same nature with mailvypoo, and which have since been struck off,
were added to the balance remiining to Government, after the chatoorbagum had been d
ed from the amount of the beriz, t}}é result in both is precisely the same,

?
villages in the

educte

2lailoypoo. : Yarany. )
Rupees. : Rupees.
Tu...-'.o..loccott'.. v- lm Taxu."lbtitl..diog'. ]00
-Chatoorbagum...:'._’-.} .25 «  Chatoorbsgum..... 25
. . 75
Mailvypoo.......... =35 Add Yavany...... 5
80

Amount of chatoor-} 20
bagum -allowed. '

Deduct it fromtax. 80
3t. Thereason given by Konary Row, tha Dzputy Collector of Coimbatore, who was sherista-

ailvypao, is that its continuanca was necessary, in order to make
the proper amount of tarum tax which should ccmz to Governmeat, but this onl shows that
p p y

4 those villages too much chatoorbagum was allowed.

35.  Mailvypoo does not appear in the puttahs, the lerying of it and its dis;tribgtipn is

bundy cutcherry ; after he has settled’ whiit ‘araount
» and how much chatoorbagum is to be allowed, he cnters the
nounts determined by him, in cach puttah, of course by this mathod, roon isallowed to defraud
ther Government or an obnoxious ryot, and if any complaint is made, it is next to impassible
- discover where the fraud has occurred, and the curaom gets out of it by saying he acciden-

puttal, or accidentally added too much in another ; in fact,

\r
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