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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,

e

' for the month of April 1860.

No. 137.

Read the following Proce

e e e e e

ment, dated 31st March 1860, No. 484 :—

i d

the conversion of an old Shed in the componn
Sa:: :‘}?: “govemmenc Centrsl Museum into a Library and
Reading Room &t acost of Rupees 4,450 to be defrayed

from the One Lac Fund of 1860-61

No. 138

: S e e !
ren buianten = sl i

March 1860, Nos. 128-129.)

OrpER THEREON, 18th April 1860, No. 794.

Ordered to be Areporded. .

(Signed) J. D, BOURDILLON,
Secretary io Government.

s N . I X TN SO

edings of the Madras Government in the Public Depart-

Vide Public Proceedings from 21st to 3lst




¥

e

-1
1
By
i
3
t

TR B

S e

dehan " Lt 1

SR TG

s,

[

SRTRNIRRATURE PAL SO PNCT N AP PN

earu Ly g 2E,

ppes

N

A
o

[N
) e Apo b g gt e o = e
Y

H
1

RS T A it s M FusP e B A TR L

e Bttt
5
{

'

Pusiriec DEPARTMENT.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.

Read the following letter from Lieutenant J, MITCIIELL, Officer in charge of the Govern-
ment Central Museum, to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Scerctary to Government, Fort
 Saint George, dated 10th March 1860, No. 227. ~ ‘

. I bave had under my consideration the
% Fyrivcried wilh Governmont Order, No. 206, _plan* of a Library and Reading room for the
" dated 15 Lebruary 1860, Government Central Museum and now have

D the honor to report thereon. ‘
ad to me that the spaces between the windows, about 6

2. On inspecting the plan,it appeare
feet, afiorded very limited accommodation for bock cases, and I had also a doubt whether suf~
’ 3 L 4 .
tral room, and as it moreover appeared by

ficient 1i shit for reading would be admitted to the cen 1 a: .
Coloucl Bell’s lotter that no great saving would be eflcted by bmlc.lmg on the proposed site,
T took the opportunity of consulting the Civil Architect upon the subject, .

3. Captain Ilitchins has removed the doubts I entertained of want of hg?}t, and reom for
the book casss, and I believe the building is the best e can have under the circumstances. . 1
had sugzested for his consideration the possibility of building a 1'2'(215&\auf.t§1; the ,x_x.mdel- o.f the
pew Reading room at the DBritish Museum, but ona much ‘redycc seale, . This 1)1{t}d,,,g as
described in the 2nd Supplement to the Penny Cyclopedia P. 519, Edit. of 1833, 1s circular in
the greater part of the books being placed in gal-
The Reading room is 140 feet in diameter and

.

plan and crowned by a hemispherical dome,
leries surrounding the grest central apartment, 5 1 2 me
K . - I .

105 fect hich, it is lighted by a circular opening at the top 40 feet acrvss, and by 20 large
Windows T 16 hase UruE amneTT 4 Muids ustvwmodatlon for 309 readers and while the
TReading room alone contains 80,000 volumes, the galleries, &c., have room for about a million
more. The whole arrangements are said to afford an example of ingenious contrivance, and the
building a fine example of constructive science. ‘

4. Afier a carcful consideration, Captain Ilitchins is of opinion that a small building after
this model with any architectural pretensions, could not be erected under about 10,002 Rupees
(more or les}), the doubt has also occurred to myself whether a top light, however modified by
blinds, is suited to Madras, where the sun for a great part of the year is so near the zenith, I
conclude’ therefore that all things considered it will be best to carry out the original plan which

I now return.

5. Ifin the course of years when money is more plentiful, greater space should ba requir-
ed for the Museum, as I hope it will be, Government might then take into consideration scme

“otber vlan for a Reading room, The room now proposed to be built must always be useful. It

would for instance make an excellent lecture room, The delivery of lectures, (by qualified

persuns,) in the various Lranches of natural history, and the sciences connected therewith, .

appears to be one of the legitimate objects of a Musenm in a place like Madras where there is at
present no institution for this purpose, nothing to represeat the Polytechnic or Mechanies” insti- |
tutions of England, ' ‘

6. I may take the liberty to remark, with reference to paragraph 2 of the Chief Engineer's
Ictier that Colonel Bell has misunderstood me, it was the old material of the roof of the Museum
that I refurred to, nut to that of the shed.

N esnasa—

»

Orper THEREON, 31st March 1860, No. 484.

The plan, submitted with the Chief Engineer’s letter of the'fé.’Srd January last, No. 9477, for
coaverting an old shed ia the compound of the Government Central Museum into a Library and’

Faew b

.l

[




Reading room, being approved by the Officer in charge of that Institution, the Honorable the

Goverpor in Council sanctions the proposed work at the estir
) ) imated cost of Rupees (4,4
thousand four hundred and eighty, to be'defrayed {rom'the one lac fund of 1860-6 1( 1500 fou

(True Extract.)

Y4
s s, ,/)

To the Department Public Works, * i
,5 Chief Engineer.
,» Accountant General.

s Officer in charge of the Government Central Museum,
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