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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
* for the month of April 1860.

e~

No.73.  Read the following letter from Captain F. H. RUNDALL, Consulting Engineer
for lrrigation and Canal Company, to J. D. BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretary to
Government, dated Pater’s Garden, 29th March 1860, No. 60 :—

1. Thave the honor to forward copies of letters reccived from the Agent and Chief
Letter from the Agent, No. 20, dated Enginfaer, Irrigation :?nd Canal Company, regarding the con-
26th March, with an enclosure. struction of the Electric Telegraph along their system of works.

2. No question can be raised regarding the necessity for the erection of a line of Tele-
graph, for no where can rapidity of communication be more required than in the management
and control of vast bodies of water. 'The Board bave signified their intention of sending out
wire and, therefore, the only question at present is whether the work shall be execut;d in
connection with the Government Telegraph Department or by the Company themselves.

3. It would of course be very advantageous to gain the experience of men already
accustomed to the work in this country,and in the use of the best instruments, but there seems to
be no reason why the Irrigation Company should not act in this matter as the Railway
authorities have done, and have their own lines managed by their own Officers.

4. Where desirable, there might be connections made with theGovernment lines, and doubt-
less the Government would find it to their advantage to have the opportunity of communicating

by a great number of cross lines.

5. As regards the free use of the Government line by the Company and vice versa, it does
not appear to me expedient, inasmuch as even service messages are now all prepaid and, therefore,
there would be no object gained in allowing a free use, as it would only involve an unnecessary
transfer of cash. Whenever either party uses the others lines, it may be ruled that the messages
should be paid for at the Government rates. .

6. With the approvaT;f Government, therefore, I would suggest that the Chief Engineer
and Agent be instructed to make an immediate commencement of the necessary preparation in
collecting materials and organizing an Establishment.

From F. AGNEW, Esq., Agent, Madras Irrigation and Canal Company, to Captain F. H..

RUNDALL, Consulting Engineer, Madras Irrigation and Canal Company, dated 26th
March 1860, No. 20.

1. I have the honor to forward a copy of letter addressed to me by Colonel H. C. Cotton,
dated 24th March 1860. In this letter Colonel H. C. Cotton urges the necessity of immediate
urrangements for the construction of an Electric Telegraph from Kurnool to Cuddapah and

Nellore.

2. TIn anticipation of the commencement of the great cutting at Mettacondal, this work

~

is imperatively called for, and I shall feel obliged if you will urge the subject on the attention

of Government.

3. In a conversation which I had with Sir William O’Shaughnessy, that Officer strongly
advised that this Company should employ his Department in the erection of the Telegraph and
the supply of instruments and materials.

4. Ttisa matter of no moment to the Officers of this Company, whether the Telegraph
is erected by the Company or by the Telegraph Department, and I beg to leave the matter
entirely in the hands of Government.

5. If the latter course be adopted, Colonel Cotton will, with the permission of Government,
put himself in communication with the Telegraph Department, and lay before Government at
an early date, the details of the undertaking. Should it be decided that the Officers of the

" Company should carry out the work, Colonel H. C. Cotton is ina position immediately to

make the necessary preparations.

ot '}
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.and be an important public beuefit,

“made no stipulation as to the
“their Consulu'ng Engineer,
CSir W, O'Shaughnessy’s P

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public FWorks Department, R
Jor the month of April 1860.

N s .

— ~

From II. C. COTTOY, Esq., Chief Engineer, to F. AGNEW, Esq., Agent, Madras Irrigation
and Canal Company, dated 24th March 1860, :

1 did not reply to your communication of the 1st February on the subject of the Electri
Telegraph for our works, as I was preparing to visit Madras, and wished fora conversation W':lc
you on the subject. I am fully of your opinion that our instruments and mode of communjc t'l :
should be one with those of the Government, and establishing our lines i concert with S'a {“7’"
O’Shaughnessy, would be favorable to us, inasmuch as we should be able at once to ;;t in
taught men, and approved instruments. [ consider Telegraphic tommunication duripe :l:ﬂ
extensive operations of Very great pecuniary importance and in the working afterwardsg gf ou:
great reservoirs, and other works in connection with navigation, irrigation, and draina f
still higher importance. The supply of water to tracts 55
supply, the closing of those sources and opening .

tion in Irrigation and Canal Works,
if Government in its ordinary operations,
wires, much more the working of a great system of water w
i8 necessary to show,

° ° If Railways, ;
Mercantile affairs, if any thing can benefit by Eliz,tr;:

orks. Surely no de th of ar
that to avert the evils of devastating floods from which pthis couiltx:;e::

greatly suffers through the wantof a system of control over jts streams, if possible, js a necess]

and if by Electric command from distant parts the main sources can be shut a;ld b H“’SSI;.YS
means, then is this Telegraph necessary for the public safety and benef’it . audyw:eot );r
Company has incurred a great expenditure on works for the storage and con;rol of w tn t i
must be acknowledged esseatial that they shall use the most Prompt and effectual mezmsa :‘f l]c
science can give them, to regulate their water, and reserve it with the most rigid econom‘-‘ lcdl
herein is the use of the Telegraph, for the Company's proper benefit, also ess‘::ntial. >
acquainted with the laws which empower the Supreme Government 1o interfere with the
ment of our lines, but it is palpable to my mind, that to exercise that power in prohibi

. ting t
would be a most serious 1njury both to the Company and the public, Ing them

I- see no objection to our Telegraph being opened in concert with the Government, [
need in no case interfere with the present Government lines, and in times of political and othep
great national emergencies, it ought to be available and would be of essential use, I might or
it might not be open to the public while not at work for the Compauy, that would be a matter

required for the Company's purposes. On these principles,
Nellore, and Bellary, we should carry our wires into the Government stations and by some
established arrangement, transmit our messages to and from Madras b

and throughout our werks upon the’Company’s lines. We should re
works during construction, as it would be no trifling source of
accounts of expenditure by means of the Telegraph, and in m
necessary afterwarc}s for the water control and distribution,

¥ the Government wires
quire stations at all our great
economy, to check our dailv
ost cases the same would be

1t appears to me but reasonable, that the Cor‘npany should have free use of the Government

l.ines gratis, and be allowed freely to give to the public the use of their own on the same terms
as is established by the Government, Our lines being open for the Government me
manner without charge. Our Telegraph - would chiefl
communication through the several Collectorates,
small extent, while it would give to th

ssages in like
y be of use to the Government in local
and perhaps in Military correspondence to a
e Government lines greatly extended operation and profit

In my requisitions approved by the Madras Government,

kind of instrument to be sent out, ¢
would determine the question,
roposition is most satisfactory

and transmitted to England, I
onsidering that the Board with
and send out the most approved ; but
and I trust will be adopted, in which

S A v e e, v d e R

=

P

o e ey

— e
. - N,
e~ s e e

_ e
PO
T e St

Proc;edings of the Madras Government, Public IWorks Department,
Jor the month of April 1€60.

case it would be desirable at once to communicate with the Board, and prevent them sending out
any other description. The wire they will send out will probably be lighter than that used

generally in this country, but this I conclude will not be disapproved by Sir W. O’Shaughnessy,

our messages will be generally carried through short distances, and the lighter wire for economy’s
sake will probably be considered more suitable.

N

No. 74. ORDER THEREON, 16th April 1869, No. 761.

The Consulting Engineer lays before Government letters from the Agent and the Chief.

Engineer of the Irrigation Company, pressing the great adv.arftage of an F]ectric Tgegraph
throughout the line of the Company’s operations ; and he solicits the sanction of the. overn-
ment to the immediate commencement of the necessary preparatory arrangements for tbis object,
by the Company’s Officers. - No Estimate whatever is offered as to the cost.

2. The Government do not dispute the advantages which, it is stated i.n these papers,
would accrue to the Company from the proposed Telegraph. But there is nfnthxng to show that
the Directors of the Company have approved of the project or have ever had it before them.

3. The proper course, in the opinion of Government will be for Mr. Agnew to address lh.e
Directors on the subject, with a general Estimate of the probable cost ; and whe.n the proposa.l is
approved by the Directors, the Government will be fully prepared to sanction the detailed
Estimates,

(Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON,

Secretary to Government,

e war &
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