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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
- Jor the month of April 1860.

—.

No. 53.  Read the following letter from Colonel J. H. BELL, Chief Engineer, to J. D.
BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretary to Government, dated Chepauk, 26th March 1860,
No. 11,727 : = *

With réferehcé to the Proceedings of Government, No. 608, dated 21st instant, calling for
information as to the progress made towards the completion of the High Level Canal between

Bezwida and the Godavery and when the communication is likely to be opened throughout,"

I have the honor to report as follows: ‘
2. Commencing from Bezwida in the Krishna District, the first section extends over 25}

miles to the village of Perikid. Of this distance the first eight miles out of Bezw4da are completed -

and navigable, the next eight and a quarter miles are completed, but not navigable, water not’
having been admitted for the whole distance in consequence of masonry works being in progress.
Over the remaining nine and a quarter miles work is in progress at the present time in detached
portions, but the ground is represented to be so hard owing to no rain having fallen on it for
some months past, that the coolies find it very difficult to excavate it.

3. The expenditure on this portion of the Canal up to the 29th February 1860 as compared
with the Estiinate, was as follows: - . .

: ‘ Estimate.  Expended.
From Bezwida to Perikid........... reierreenns ot eenins 79,550 45,093

4. The next section of the High Level Canal extends over 16 miles, viz. from Perikid to-

Dendalar in the Krishna District, but is under execution by the Godavery Executive ; of this
distance, about three_and a half miles to the eastward of the town of EllGr have been completed,
and two and a half miles to the westward of the same, are in progress, leaving about 10 miles

from Perikid in the direction of Elldr, untouched at present. In accordance with=the Orders”

" . . T,
- Gh May 1859, No. 1,069, . of Government noted in the margin, funds have been provided for
intermissfon during the current working season, but at the present rate of progress, I do not
expect that it will be open for navigation throughout its whole length before the end of the
official year 18G0-61. )

* No later scconnts received ia th 5. The amount expended on this section of the Canal up to
Central Office. | oived in the ?Iﬂt January*® 1860 as compared with the Estimate, was as
ollows : .

: Estimate. . Expended.
From Perikid to Dendal@irueuesccerererecsissscsenneeeenns 1,34,835 22,016 .

6. From Dendaldr, where the Canal enters the Godavery District, the navigation ig open

for the whole distance of 48 miles to the Godavery, but there are several minor masonry works
Tiem No. 195 in Budget No. 3 of connected with irrigation which have yet to be built and some
1859.60, - v Dudset No.dof gigening is required in places to the Canal itself to bring it to
. RN a uniform section of 25 yards throughout. The amount spent
upon this portion up to the present time, is as follows: ' :
- ~ Estimate. ° Ezxpenditure, :
. 2,87,644 2,75,628 \
This work is under restriction.

- 7. In coriclusion, I may mention that there is at present a daily passenger, as well as goods
traffic between Dowlaishwaram and Ellér and the statement for the month of February 1860,
sbowing the number of boats, &e., which passed through the Vijeshwéram Lock at the head of
this Canal, gives a total of 688 boats conveying grain and other produce valued at Rupees
98,627, Lesides 182 passenger and transit boats during that month, of which about one-third
probably belong to the High Level Canal to Lllér. :

No. 54. - - ORDER THEREON, 14th April 1860, No. 751.

Communicated to the Military Department, with reference to Proceedings in that Departﬁlent;
dated 14th March 1860, No. 1,032.

(Signed) C. G. MASTER,
Dy, Secretary to Government.

carrying on the above two sections of the Canal without
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