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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

No. 74 of 1L860.

.

TO THE RIGHT HONORABLE THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA.

Riecur HonoraBLE SIr,

1. We have the honor to for i -
8th October 1860, Nos. 116, 117. ward for your informa

13th w206, 2?. o tion the papers noted in the margin, relating to the opera-
. 92,324, 052 . oat] : oty
; 3151 N°:°mb°" ” 11” :’{ c._’ 107], /" tions of the Irrigation Company in the Kurnool District.

2. In consequence of certain reports which were prevalent respecting these operations,
we deemed it necessary to call upon our Consulting Engineer to state whether any cause had
arisen to lead to the stoppage of the works, or to any material alteration in the scheme originally
submitted as the plan of the works to be carried out by the Company. Captain Rundall
replied to this reference on the 11th October to the effect that the Company’s Chief Engineer had
-informed him on his arrival at Kurnool that, owing to the setting in of the heavy rains, the laborers
had begun to disperse, and that on the 26th August the number had diminished from nearly 10,000
to 6,600 ; and that early in September Colonel Cotton had thought it expedient to reduce the
working parties to about 1,200, partly because Cholera had appeared amongst them, and partly
because the continued heavy rains prevented a full day’s work being obtained from the daily
laborers, who formed the majority of those employed and thus enhanced the cost of the work ;
and that as Contractors were coming forward, he thought it better to allow the ordinary
laborers to return home to cultivate their lands, as they were anxious to do, especially as he
wished to make some modification in the plan of the works at the head of the Canal for Irriga-
tion. Captain Rundall deferred making any report on the proposed changes here referred
to, until he should have investigated the Chief Engineer’s plan.

3. We now solicit your attention to Captain Rundall’s letters of the 15th and 24th Octo-
ber and the Minutes thereon by the Members of Government recorded in our Proceedings of the
9th instant, No. 2,324, In his letter of the 15th October Captain Rundall reported on the
change which the Company’s Chief Engineer thought it necessary to make in the plan of the
works at Kurnool. With the second letter he laid before us copy of a report on the same
subject addressed to the Board of Directors of the Company by their Chief Engincer. The
nature of that change was as follows. '

4. The original design of the works at Kurnool, as stated in Colonel H, Cotton's letter of
the 21st December 1859, submitted with Captain Rundall’s letter of the 9th March 1860 and
approved by us, was an Anicut six miles below Kurnool, and a channel of large capacity
taken off at the southern extremity to cross the water-shed of the Tumbaddra and Kundsr by a
deep cutting near Mettakunda ; the probable length of the channel to this point was stated to
be about thirty miles. We learnt however from Captain Rundall’s Report now under notice, that
the detailed surveys having been completed, it was found that the water-shed of the Hindri and
the Bowanasay, which was to be turned by the Canal, maintains a high level much further to the
north than the Trigonometrical Survey Map indicated ; and that conséquently the length of the
Canal between the two points above mentioned, as well as that of the deep cutting, would Le
greatly increased, and its execution much more expensive than was expected.

5. This had led to a modification of the design. It was now proposed to have another
Anicut eighteen miles above Kurnool, at a place called Sunkasala. The Canal thence led off to
cross the Hindri by an aqueduct forty feet high, and to reach the water-shed of the Kundér at
so higha level that very little cutting would be necessary. It was proposed still to have an
Anicut at Kurnool, though of reduced height,in order to maintain the navigation between tlic
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