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‘ Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
: . for the montlh of April 1860. .

——

N . No. 90. Read the following letter from Colonel J. H. BELL, .'Chief Engineer, to J.D.
BOURDILLON, Esq,, Secretary to Government, dated Chepauk, 3rd March 1860,
No. 10,984 :—

With reference to the Proceedings of Government, dated 25th. June 1859, No. 1,567,
: 1 Letter from Collector, dated 7th 1 have the honor to forward herewith a Plan and Estimate received
t November 1859, No. 249, with is from the District Engineer of Ganjam, for the construction of a
g B Tg‘;’”“’:-z imat ) new branch road from the Northern Trunk RRoad No. 6, to the
‘ 2 Plam s Lamase. Port of Munsoorcotta or Gopélpore.

1 Report.

1 Le'p!er fromDistrict Engineer, dated - 2, The above branch line of road has been selected after
"15th February 1860, No, 425. careful inspection of the whole country by the District Engineer.

It will have the effect of shortening by three miles the distance to be traversed by carts

: proceeding from Ganjam and Rumbu to the port of Gopalpore, and a considerable amount of

' "the traffic from Poorshotapore, Atgudda, &c. which now finds its way to Trunk Road No. 6,

will be conveyed along it.

3. Inreference to the line of road selected, Captain Harington remarks, that a road in
any other direction cannot be formed so as to be practicable in the monsoon, "except at a cost
“ that would not be warranted by the extent of the traffic.”

-~ 4. The Collector, however, is not favorable to the above project. He considers that the
: Coast road, leading off from Chatterpore, would be a preferable and shorter route, provided a pile
: Bridge be constructed at the narrowest point of the Backwater, which he suppuv... might be
vt accomplished for a little more than the present Estimate.

, 5. The District Engineer, however, estimates the cost of this Bridge and its approaches at
! 15th February 1860, No, 425. Rupees 10,000, or nearly five times the amount of the Estimate
" for the branch road, and states that the road referred to by
the Collector would, even with the addition of the pile Bridge, be still inferior to the branch
line proposed by himself, in consequence of the ¢ deep sands arnd other difficult ground” which
would have to be traversed.

6. Captain Harington’s proposed branch road will be the means of facilitating access from .
the interior to the Salt Pans at Munsoorcotta in the event of their re-establishment, which is
under contemplation. It will have the advantage besides of being practicable throughout the
year, whereas to render the Coast road referred to by the Collector similarly practicable, a
considerable outlay will have to be incurred, which the expected traffick would not warrant.

7. I consider the District Engineer’s objections to the Collector’s proposal to be conclusive
and recommend, therefore, the adoption of the branch line provided for in the accompanying
Estimate, the rates allowed in which have, on examination, been found correct. .

8. The above Estimate having been called for by Government, it is herewith submitted,
though no funds whatever are available for the work in the current or ensuing official year.
I recommend, therefore, the entry of the same in the Budget of 1861-2. .

. No. 91. ORDER THEREON, 5th April 1860, No. 720.

Under the opinion expressed by the District Engineer of Ganjam, in which the Chief
Engineer concurs, the Government sanction for early execution the Estimate of Rupees 2,200
submitted with this letter for a first class District road from Raganddapore, on Trunk Road No. 6, .
to Munishipooram on a branch road leading to the Port of Munsoorcotta being a distance of
rather more than three miles. The work will be charged to the special fund of three and three
quarter lacks allowed in the Budget of 1860-61 for unforeseen expenditure, and it may be
commenced immediately after the commencement of that year.

2. The traffic being likely to be heavy, the Chief Engineer will submit a memorandum
(I)‘fi the annual maintenance proper to be allowed for this road, which will commence from the 1st
ay 1860,

! (Signed) J. D, BOURDILLON,
Secretary to Government,
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