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PupLic DEPARTMENT.

PROCEEDINGS of the MADRAS GOVERNMENT.

Read the following letter from Major J. . TENNANT, Bengal Engineers, Government
Astronomer, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated 15th

March 1860.
1t is with regret that I feel myself obliged to submit for the Orders of His Excellency the

Governor in Council a request that T may be absolved from all responsibility connected with the

works in progress at the Observatory.

By a resolution of Government dated the 5th January 1859, the Department of Public
Works was instructed to undertake the mounting of the new Trausit Circle from England the
former mounting having failed. The estimate for this work was sanctioned at a sum gt‘ Ru,pees
750 on the 23rd of June last ; at which time the work was reported as begun (see the Proceedings
of Government.) On the 14th July Major Worster represented to the Civil Architect the pri-
he Transit piers before the setting in of thie monsoon and in reply was

priety of setting up ti
informed that till the roof was completed it was not advisable to doany work for the Circle. On

the 15th October (when little remained to be done to the roof) 1 again addressed the Civil
Architect on the subject of the delay of work, and pointed out that no saving of cost would
compensate for the establishment being kept without their usual employment. rl’n reply Ca tain
1litchins expressed his opinion that there had been no extraordinary delay. P
The work has been in hand ever since, and the labor employed in cutting and facing the
o o

stones for the piers has been from 2 of 3 to 8 men daily.
A few days ago the stones were gaid to be finished and were brought close to the Obser
vatory door, two being laid on the old brick foundation. On coming into the Observatory (in

2nd instant, I found that one of these last was being set resting on granite'chips and that

the
ade to insert more fragnients under it. As this would have com

preparntions were being m

stability of the piers I had the stone removed and reported it. The Civil Architect

romised the
e to be removed, and that their presence

replied that his Supervisor told him that the chips wer
was temporary. : ) )

I then referred the question t0 the Chief Engincer (who in Februaliy 1859 had ordered
(he work to be done under the direction of the Astronomer) pointing out, that it was quite
impossible I could assist in superintendcnce’of tile’\xvplks where I was exposed to have the

statements of Captain Hitchins’ subordinates quoted as 2 sufficient answer to mine and

requested that arrangements might be made for supervision.

In consequence of my letter, Colonel Lawford called at the Observatory and proposed, that
1 should liave a Supcrintendent placed at my orders, and manage my own work, to which I con-
ngly, Pome difficulty however arose and on the 7Tth instant, Colonel Lawford addressed
me, suge 1st, that I should entirely manage my own work procuring
my own Supcrintendents, and 2nd, that 1 should leave it entirely to the Civil Architect. The
first of these propositions I have repeatedly declined. Itis impossible, that, where the Public
Works Department has long standing advertisements for §ubordinates in every Gazette,
1 should get competent Supervisors for a short period- It is true that the Superintendent of
age Manufactory and the Mint Master adopt this plani but Loth establishments
and the supervision of work, and expénditure, are part
tants or Artificers, and I can expect but little
I stated that I could notin that manner
ecking what 1 see wrong, and, as the
I have no alternative

sented willi
resting tWO arrangements—

the Gun Carri
have cmbodied in them many Artificers,
of their segular duty. In my office are no Accoun
aid in consequence. As regards the second propositions
be rlicved from my responsibility to Government for ch
arrangement verbally proposed by Colonel Lawford scems impracticable,
but to request that I may be held free from this responsibility.

Coloncl Lawford indeed assures me that Captain Hitchins is anxious for the completion of
m from any suspicion of neglect. 1

the work, and that his established character vindicates hi
Colonel Lawford’s opinion, but I have seen the slow progress of the

have the highest respect for



\“

works since my arrival, and it does not appear to me that there is any real check on the rep.resen-
tations of the Native subordinates, ‘In 11 months which have elapsed since the order was lss'u'cill
for granite piers, and 9 since their commencement was teported, no m.enns lmve. 1‘>een .pr’o;‘mc‘
for lifting the hecavy stones of which they wereto be Luilt or for adjusting them into theu" [:"(!C'Z'. %
1t is now nearly 5 months since the piers for the Collimators were ordered to be rcmfut xi'\
Proceedings of Government dated 22nd October 1859, and they are no.t even 'l»ci;':m (1\.0"13'
I carly sent the drawings. Perhaps this dclay may rest with e in the Civil 'A'rchl'.t"c'- $ “I”“.‘“"’
"~ as | have objected to the bricks brought, they being perfectly unfit for giving the nc'ct.‘sb«t“')'
| stability. I have been assured that better bricks could not Le got, and that th‘c ‘ailway
. auathorities would not assist, by the Superintzndent of works, nevertheless on applying to them
I was imediately promised what were raquired of exccllent quality. '
Such being the value of the assertions which the Civil Architect prefers to my infu‘rmntlon. .
I hope that His Excellency the Govornor in Council will approve of my declining t‘.» interfere
at all with the works, and, as the soundness and strength of the masonry are of great {mpur!nnce
in the buildines now sanctioned, I trust that the Chief Lngineer may be instructed to xm?ress or:l
the Civil Architect the necessity of the utmost care, both in the sclection of the fu.xrcnf!‘s. an
the preparation of the mortar.  The failure of the former picrs for the Transit Ciecle “‘:J pro- o ' A K '
_ bably be sufficient evidencs of the necessity for extraordinary caution.  Brick work stands cV;‘ﬂ o ‘
f more delicate tests elsewhere, than any which could have been applied in that case and Uﬁl |
tnferior quality is the only reason for its failure here. The result scems a not u:mn'.m:n
consequence of a procedure, which, while it enables the Civil Architecs ty t'.xrj)‘v all real super-
visicn on me, entirely exempts him from the necessity of wttending to my opinivi.

?i

> . 3 - N . . ot .. )r!.s.‘_\nt
When it is cousidered that on the coodness of tie workmauship in sucil €ascs as the ;! e
. < T owil » evil g tha
dzpends the whole value of the observations to be taken for years, it wiil be eviln
i

. . .. 19 o1 stance - .
nowminal cost of the work at the Observatory is no real test of its importance, and this cireym
! wil I trust be an apolegy for this reference.

—_—

I have transmitted a copy of this letter to the Chicf Lngineer.

Sttty dna

5 R Onper THEREON, 20th March 1860, No. 40L

& . . . " PO | .‘ » thcro
Ordered to bz referred to the Public Works Departauent, ia view 12 m2asures veing
taken for the early and effcctual execution of the work.

; (True Lxtract.)

To the Department Public Works.
s»»  Government Astronomer,

Exd, ¥, Cartledza,
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