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PusrLic DEPARTMENT.

~ : ‘ PROCEEDINGS of the MADRAS GOVERNMENT.

- Read the following letter from Major DOUGLAS HAMILTON, late cn special duty Militar
: Hill Ranges, to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saiu}:;
George, dated Negapatan, 1st March 1860.

1. Maving joined my Regiment proceeding on service to China, I have the honor, agreeably

ed from is Excellency Sir Charles Trevelyan, to report the pr%gress I
out the special duty to which I was appointed.

chinopoly to the Pulni mountains, which I reached on the 9th of

Soon after my arrival the North-East monsoon cet in with unusual severity, lasting till

f November; this was a great hinderance to my sketching, but by taking advantaie of

that offered, I succeeded in obtaining 18 large drawings, of which 3 are ;ano.

{o instructions receiv
have made in carrying
2, 1 pmceeded from Tri

October.
the end 0
every opportunity

ramas. ’
ver and the weather became settled, I proceeded ona tour

3. Assoon as the monsoon was o
of the Hills, but had only been out four days, whenI received information that my Resiment
=]

for service in China, and that Ishould be directed to join immediately. I there-

was under orders :
Trichinopoly, but shortly after my arrival, the march of the Regiment was

fore returned to

: deferred until the end of February.

! e 4 Onm lis Excellency Sir Charles Trevelyan visiting Trichinopoly, I had the honor to
‘ shew him the sketches I had made, and His Excellency acceded to my proposition that I should

at once return to the Pulnis, and complete the series of views of the upper range. I accordingl

returned without delay, but had not been a week on the Hills, when the news reached me t,: :t':

my Regiment Lad received a forthwith” order to march to Negapatam for embarkation, I there-

fore rejoined.
-'-v-»-/—"5.~{Though my seco
of the weather, 1 was ena

Lad not previously seen.
6. 1 have mnow 06 drawings, 4 of which are panoramas; and the greater portion of the

e of large size. Although the series is not so complete as I could wish, yet, I trust
X ¥
ave, as far as the high range of the Pulnisis concerned, sufficient to

e i = PN

a

nd visit to the hills was of so short duration, yet, owing to the fincness
bled to add considerably to my sketches and visit several localities I

ke bt ®

. b —

; remainder at
d when finished, I shallh
carry out the intention of Government in deputing me for this duty.

t w. Many of my sketches are unfinished, I am taking them with me to China and hope to

complete them during my leisure hours, when they will be forwarded to Government with a

S report.
8. Asitis 80 uncertain when I shall find time to complete these drawings, I deem it
t-]

advisable now to mention some of the results of my observations and enquiries during the time I
o

was on these mountains.

9, I wish parcicularly to remove a1 impression that the Pulnis are unhealth for thr
months in the year, and, consequently, not a fit locality for EurB"f)—éi;”Troops ; morey espe "llelze
as this opinion has lately been officially laid before Governmentby a high author’ity The1 v

ortion of the Eastern or lower Pulnis, it is true, is most unhealthy during the h:)t montireate[

A . et 5 s, but
this is decidedly mnot the caseon the Western or upper range. Several European fau’xilic
bel?nging to the American Mission have been for years in the habit of residing at Kudaikarna?
during these months, and those I met spoke most highly of the salubrity of tﬁe climate as also
did Mr. Clarke the Collector of Madura, whose family I believe passed two hot seasons in the Hills
without returning to the plains. Some of the Natives at the Settlement of Kudaikarnal have
resided there continuously for years, one who had been a resident upwards of eight years told me
he had never heard of a case of jungle fever contracted at Kudaikarnal. ;

10. 1 may mention that though I was not on the Pulnis during the supposed unhealthy
h exposed in the monsoon to the inclemency of the weather, yet,
£ cold and slight fever, they were perfectly healthy, which, 1

L e

months, my servants were rouc
with the exception of one case ©




have found by experience,

stances.
1L

climate of

would not have been the case at Utakamund under similar circum-

As far as I could judge during my sojourn on the Hills,
the settlement of Kudaikarnal js milder and more even than
the average elevation of the houses is within a few feet of that of the Utakfimund lake.

12.  The present gl_]%\it, viz., Pereaqgﬂum.to Kudaikarnal, is the ;n]y made one ; itislittle
better than a bridle path, the uppe

Loy . . . . . .
T portion 1s very steep, and during the rainsis at times danger-

ous. It is questionable whether a feasible ghaut for carts could be ever made up this pass, blft a
ghaut passable for carts could be constructed up the old Daradaunputty pass; from the precipi-
" tous nature of the upper part of the mountai

ns, a cart road from any other point would be
an exceedingly difficult undertaking!

13.  From the formation of
might be advantageously stored.

T am of opinion, that, the
that of Utakamund though

many of the vallies on the upper Pulnis, large supplies of water

1. An artificial lake at Kudaikarnal mij
15. Horned cattle thrive well at
no doubt sheep would thrive equally w
floor. Iorses are apt to get out of con
16.  The grazing

ght be constructed at a moderate outlay,

Kudaikarnal, and at the different hill villages. T have
ell if kept at night in a warm building with a boarded
dition, the grass being too rank.

ground on the upper Pulnis is very extensive.

17. The introduction of

the Toda buffaloe on these hills would be a great benefit to the
Natives; as also would

» an improvement in their breed of cattle,
18, There is good coffee ground on the slo
Colacurry and in the vallies to the westward,

19. T had not an opportunity of visitin
. best coffee ground is in that direction,
' " the only cpffee estate on the
ﬂohrieh‘in}g condition. -

R0.  Dr. Cleghorn, the Conservator of Forests, on his visit to the Pulnis, left some tea seeds
to be sown at Kudaikarnal 3 when I left the hills the plants w
and.appeared fresh and healthy,

21. The wheat and barl

pes of the mountains of the upper range near

'Vh—\—-—-—-—»~_h .
g the Lower Pulnis, but, from all I could hear, the
Mr. de Fondelair has a plantation near Perryoor—
Pulnis—the owner informed me that the plantation was in a very

e e —— s et e e e e -

ere an inch or two above ground

: ey grown on the hillsis of a very inferior quality, good Engl‘ish
or American seed might be introduced with considerable advantage, but as Mr. Clarke the Col-

lector of the District informed me, that on one occasion the hill men, previous to sowing some
superior wheat he gave them,

pounded it under the impression that if it grew aund thrived they
would be extra taxed, some Precaution may be necessary in introducing better grain amongst
the ignorant hill tribes,

22, All Euro
at Kudaikarnal
and I have no
esculent,

pean fruits and vegetables
or g_t_ghegbayan_ogr ;_excellent
doubt these mountajns could su

that grow on the Nilgiris would succeed either
potatoes, in small quantaties, are now ?roduced,
Pply the whole of India with this important

23. The Australian Acacias, and gum trees in the gardens at Kudaikarnal flourish equa.“y
as well as they do at Utakamund ; should there be any prospect of these mountains attracting
European residents, it might be advisable to commence planting these trees at once; a 00“5‘;‘
derable supply of young plants and suckers might even now be obtained from the gardens o

the settlement, and as these trees are very rapid in their growth, the deficiency of firewood now
existing in the immediate neighbourhood, would be remedied.

24.
mountaing
room for

In conclusion I beg to state that, in my humble. opinion, the high range of the Pulni
would be a most healthy and suitable location for Eur
Barracks and plenty of water near Kudaikarnal on the un
west between the most western
called the “ tower rocks.”

opean troops ; there is ample
dulating plateau to the south
house of the settlement, and the precipitous .detached cliffs
There is, indecd, a scarcity of wood on the plateau itself, but there
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the bl()pes Of the nlounfallls near at hand, (]Ob\n 0 WhicC l) 1SSes My
l‘ests on ]

is found in the Swamps,' . uainted with the quality of
Hills, during my visit, iT;?,is, itis in all probabmty to

re large fo :
aut Peat of good quality
cut.

: e
There was nn_person on th

l ' o J
y 9 i it ¢ dS on the h
cla ]le(’:essar for bricL maklna, but as lt dboun

is. : their houses of stone
be found also on the Pulme the American Mission have built some of thei
lemen o
26, The gent

i cks from the size
in the neighbourhood of the set.tlement, .1::1 bal:d e oeidered by
d in abundance In r two cubic feet, it is easily square uch moisture and
k to that of o}r]le Oh it is stated by others, to absorb too m a
terial, thoug

which is foun '
. ordinary bnc'
:lfe:: a good building ma
never to dry thoroughly: o
ORDER THEREON, 15th March 1860, No. {/..l T
i a
sunci d with interest the brie ) :
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