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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
Jor the month of March 1860.

MAWWM’W

No. 123. Read the following letter from R. WATSON, Esq., Government Contractor for
Land Carriage from Godavery to Kamptee, to J. D. BOURDILLON, Esq., Secre-
tary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated Chandah, Nagpore Province, 8th
February 1860 :— »

My absence at Buddrachellum and superintendence of transit of Stores prevented receipt
till my return on 5th instant of the Proceedings of Madras Government, No. 2898 of 14th
December, (ultimo), conveying the decision of Government in reply to my letter of 7th October,
(ultimo), tendering for the carriage of Stores from Buddrachellum to Secunderabad. ‘

9. Being without any information from the Commissary General, I am ignorant if ke has

o~

as yet acted on the Orders of Government to invite tenders by public notice.

3. 1 believe, I fully explained to you when in Madras, that my chief object in seeking
Government support by receiving contracts for carriage of Stores was on account of the great aid
it was to me in affording me a certain and cheap return carriage for my produce to a certain
navigable point on the river, and I think I am correct in saying that His Excellency the
Governor in Council was mainly influenced in his resolution to accept my tender, as an ens
couragement for me to proceed with my endeavours on the Godavery, and as a recognition of my
past labors in the attempt to divert the trade of Berar coastwards vid the Godavery route.

4. You are doubtless aware that T have been for upwards of three years actively engaged on the

: Godavery, and am the first who brought Berar produce to the Fast Coast vid the Godavery. You
are perhaps also aware that my endeavours, after entailing a very heavy outlay, did not give that
' satisfaction which all connected with the scheme had anticipated, resulting thereby in its aban-
‘ donment by the Calcutta firm with whom I was connected ; and had I at the same time aban-

K doned the undertaking, the Godavery viewed commercially, would have been a dead letter for
many years, as the mercantile community, judging from the failure of one of their body,
would have been loath to risk capital on it. It wasat this period that 1 proposed to Captain

F. H. Rundall, District Engineer, Godavery Division, and afterwards to you in my letter of 13th

May 1859, that Government should adopt the Godavery river for the carriage of their Stores;

and in which I pointed out the several advantages resulting to Government from the adoption

of my proposal.

5. I would beg now most respectfully to submit for the consideration of His Excellency
the Governor in Council, the grounds on which I hope for preference in the disposal of any
Contracts relating the Godavery :—

Istly. As a reward for the capital and labor I have expended in the endeavours to open
‘ a traffic vid the Godavery route, and being the only European who bas brought British capital
and enterprize to bear on the undertaking.

2ndly. That these Contracts will give me a certain and cheap carriage from the interior to
a navigable point on the river for the extensive products of Berar and Hyderabad, and thereby
establish a valuable traffic on the river which must form the nucleus of a most expensive trade
bereafter ; and that such trade is likely to exist only where the Contract is held by those inter-
ested in the export of the products of that country, inasmuch as, if this Contract is held by
Natives indifferent to trade, and who rely for their remuneration on the amount procurable from
the carriage alone, the return rates for carts conveying produce will be so high as to preclude -
the trade that would otherwise flow river-ward. In proof of this, I may inform you, that two
years ago, when these Stores were conveyed by the Réjs Néganna from Masulipatam to Nagpore,
1 made several endeavours to use his return carts for conveyance of cotton from Berar to Bud-
drachellum, but the price asked was so exorbitant, I could not avail myself of it. There were
then hundreds of carts going empty to Buddrachellum, which, had they been in the hands of
Europeans would have been carrying valuable produce, and establishing a wholesome trade to the - *

Godavery.

3rdly. That thelarge amount of produce I can bring to the river by the use of these carts
will be all available to Government as freight for their return boats and steamers, and that by
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this means, a large income will be derived by the river transit, suflicient to cover the expenses of ; 5 > : ’ Tl pe
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