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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
Jor the month of March 1860.

No. 91. Read the following letter from R. P, HARRISON, Esq., Accountant General, to
the Chief Secretary to Government, dated 2nd March 1860, No. 467 :—

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Proceedings cf Government, dated the
23rd ultimo, No. 398 ; forwarding to me, for report, a letter bearing date the 9th idem, No. 44,
from the Consulting Engineer, Madras Irrigation and Canal Company, in which that Officer
represents, that the Acting Collector of Cud pah objects to the Chief Engineer drawing on his
Treasury in small amounts, on account of the aggregate sum placed at his disposal, on the ground
that it would be converting the Government Treasury into a private Bank, and suggests that
permission may be given for drafts being remitted to the tdluq Treasuries, and drawn therefrom
as convenient, that is, that the Officers in charge of the tilug Treasuries may keep open accounts
with the Agents of the Company, receiving and retaining sums in deposit at credit of the latter
against which they may draw at pleasure.

2. The adoption of such a course would not only lead to inconvenience, additional work,
and a possible necessity for additional establishments in the tilugs, butis in my opinion alto-
gether unnecessary.

3. The Agent to the Company may obtain drafts for small amounts upon the District Trea-
suries, and the Agent has already been informed that the Collectors will be authorized to make
them payable at any of the t&lug Treasuries where the funds are required. 1t does not appear
to me that the Company can reasonably expect any greater amount of accommodation from'the
Government. If drafts for small amounts are taken, the transport of large sums in specie, the
insecurity of which is spoken of by Captain Rundall, could scarcely be necessary.

4. With reference to the 2nd paragraph of the Consulting Engineer’s letter, I have the
honor to observe that the premium of half per cent. which is paid, upon all Bills granted to
them, by the Railway Company, as well as by the Irrigation Company, is charged in consideration
of the cost of providing funds which are not advertised as available, and of the Bills being pay-
able at t4luq Treasuries, thus involving the necessity of making remittances to the latter when
funds are wanting, and without any reference to the extra accommodation now applied for.

No. 92. ORrDER THEREON, 16th March 1860, No. 562.

Ordered to be communicated to the Consulting Engineer Madras Irrigation and Canal
Company in reply to his letter dated Oth February 1860, No. 44.

(Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON,

Secretary to Government,
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