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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
for the month of February 1860.
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. 119. Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Government in the Public Depariz-
ment, dated 2Ist February 1860, No. 255. ‘

Sanctioning Rupees 1,200 for a drain around the Observa- (Vide Public Ptoceedings from 2Ist to 29th
tory, February 1860, Nos. 13-14.)

No. 120, . . ORDER THEREON, 20th February 1860, No. 438.
Ordered to be recorded.
- (Signed) T. PYCROFT,
V Chief Secretary.
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mf\ﬁwember«Qtha, 1859.

| Pupric DeparTyEnT.
PROCEEDINGS of the MADRAS GOVERNMENT.

Read the following letter from Colonel J. H. BELL, Chief Engineer; to the Secre‘tary to Go-
vernment, Public Works Department, dated 6th February 1860, No. 9980.

N il 5 E)zcrlosurres 8. . . 1 bave the honor,
l _Lctl('rfrom Civil Architect, No. 53, dated 21st Junuary 1860. . with reference to the
1 do. fram do. T 4‘1; " 19¢h 3 (I Ord * of G
1 do. from do. ., 992, ,, 12th November 1839. rders® ot overninent
1 do. from Gorernment Astronomer, dated 19th October - -, as per margin, to submit
1 do. from - do. s ..8th Noveniber ,, ;' ° the account of Estimate
1 "1;2"' f"fg timat ddo. sor "6”‘ EDRE «;”\"\ ! for forming a drain round .
H}‘.ﬂll"l);f:ad simats, 4% S e T o the Observatory and fill-
’ ing it with brick rubbish,

* October 22nd, 1859, No. 1601, Public Depariment. amounting to Rs. 1,200.

Before the receipt of that I had been informed by the Government Astronomer that
the Observatory was so extremely damp that all his magnets
were rusted and that it was very necessary to secure them against
such damage and the other parts of the building from dampuess
November 12th, 1859, No. 992. for the future. The Civil Architect having inspected the Ob-

2.

October 19th, 1839.

servatory room reported that it was very ill suited for its pur-. - *~

pose, and recommended that thé magnets should be removed to
the main building as a temporary measure; but the Astro-
Nozember Sth, 1859,
, as he had done in a former letter, that a deep and wide drain
should be dug round the Observatory and filled with stone fragments. Upon the last letter of
_ the. Astronomer, the Deputy Chicf Engineer instructed the Civil Architectto place the buildings
of the Obscrvatory in a state a3 nearly efficient as possible, and I did not observe, when I saw
the Order, that it allowed too great a latitude for expenditure, or I should have called for an

cstimate in the first instance.
3. Subsequently on hearing that the drain

called upon the Civil Architect to re
' ‘ “diture as much as possible. Upon receiving his report,

I desired him to send in estimates for the works begun
on emergency, but as yet only the one No. 2 of the
the works Nos. 3 and 4 were begun under

Dated January 19¢h, 1860, No. 41.

now submitted has yet been examined in the office;
the authority of Government in the Order above quoted; No. 1 on thelist was regularly sanc-
tioned on the 23rd June 1839, No. 978, Public Department. .

4. The drain is, I have no doubt, very nccessary, though it is work which should have

been first sanctioned by Government, as it was not commenced till the monsoon was over, and

there was no immediate necessity to guard against dampness. In my opinion the Civil Architect
should have perceived this circumstance, aud not have commenced a somewhat expensive im-
provement without sending in an estimate, and requesting more explicit instructions, though the
Order is such as to absolve him from responsibility in the matter. It was naver supposed by
the Deputy Chief Engineer or myself that the instructions of the st December would lead to
ufficient for the immediate objects of the Astronomer, but I must

more than a moderate outlay s
blame myself for not modifying the Order.
5. The estimate has been examined and found correct and I beg to recommend for sanction
tlie amount, namely, Rupees (1,200) one thousand two hundred. v S R
6. The estimate called?® for .in the Order above
* Paragraph 4 of Major Tennant’s letter. quoted has not yet been preparcd, as the drawing has B
‘ occupied much time.

S R

nomer started objections to this proposition, and recommended,

vas under formation and would cost much, I -
port what works were in progress, and to restrict his expen-.,

e

il e s+

B




Orper TiERTAY, 010t February 1660, No, 255, :
The formaticn of adrain
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. To the Public Warks Dcparln:f;nt, with ¢ tncioiyres, plas ard §otieae ;‘
s Chief Logineer, |
»  Government Astronomer. [‘
»  Accountant Gennrl, ;
»  Civil Auditer, ]
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
' for the month of February 1860. .

No. 117.  Read the following letter from Colonel J. H. BELL, Chief Engincer; to the Se

cretary to Government, dated 10th February 1860, No. 10165.

With reference to the concluding paragraph of my letter, No. 8692 of 24th December 1859,

I have the honor to inform you that the District Engineer of Tanjore states in a letter, No.
273, dated 16th January 1860, that the Collector had informed him upon the 11th, that he (Mr.
Cadell) ¢ bad obtained all the information he required from the Engineer department relative to
« the lower anicut and Kumuki Manniy4r works,” the bills for which Mr. Cadell in his letter to
Commaniatedfn Proceedings of G- Government, No. 494-: dated’12t}} No.vember 1859, paragraph 5,
d were delayed owing to information repeatedly applied for

verament, No. 2776, dated g0t sal
November 1859- not having been furnished by the Department Public Works.

9. With regard to the bill connected with the Anackarum chattiram bridge road, mention-
35, transmitted with mine of 24th December above men-~

ed by Captain Oakes in his letter No.
tioned, that officer has been jnstructed to return the bill in question to the Collector, in order
that he may either correct it or submit a revised one as he sees fit..

PRSSSSES g

No. 118, ORpER THEREON, 29th February 1860, No. 437.

Ordered to be recorded. v

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.
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