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No. 113, - Read the following letter from Colonel J. II. BELL, Chief Engineer; to the

Secretary to Government, dated 8th February 1860, No. 10074.

Referring to order of Government No. 218, 27th January, regarding the I ivenhadgalli talu
kach’hari, I have the honor to report, that when addressing Government on the subject in m‘;
letter No. 7893 of the 2nd December last, I was not awarc of the order of Government of the
12th March 1858, No. 441, which I find authorizes the commencement ofthe Hivenhadgalli
; tsluq kach'hari, and upon which doubtless the District Engineer acted, though, with a want of
Lo attention too common among the local officers, he did not quote the authority.

1 9. The fault of the District Engineer thus appears to be limited to his proceeding with
the kach’héri on a plan which had not been duly authorized. He so acted, as 1 have :aid, in
conjunction with the Collector, and there was no apparent intention of violating or neglecting
any order, since these officers were not informed of the opinion of the Board of Revenue till
some months later. There wasan irregularity tvhich was decidedly very blameable ; but I think
that upon consideration of the facts now reported, the Government will be disposed to takea

more lenient view of the case than that which is exprest in the order under reference.

vt e

No. 114 ORDER THEREON, 29th February 1860, No. 435.

In this letter, the Chief Engineer points out with reference to the order of the 27th ultimo*
\ - No. 218, that application had been made and authority obtain-

: der 12th March 1858]No. 441. ’ " L. A

‘ Order arch 18380 ed for the commencement of the new tiluq kach’hari at Hiven-

conditionally sanctioned on the 10th February 1857 No. 289, at an estimat-’

0 ; and that the only jrregularity in the case, on the part of the District
f Government of a more expensive

hadgalli in Bellary,
ed cost of Rupcees 4,22 v y
Eugineer, was the adoption, without the previous sanction 0

plan than that which they had approved.
2. The District Engineer has urged, in expl

o~

anation, that he proceeded with the work under
. the impression that, as an estimate for a still more costly building had been intermediately sub-
" mitted, there could be no objection to his adopting a less expensive one and commencing opera-
tions at once. 1lis explanation is totallyinadmissible. Under no circumstances, as ghe pistrict
Engineer cannot but know, does the simple fact of the submission of an estimate justify the
commencement of the work to which it relates ; and in the present case he had been expressly
informed by the Chief Engineer, a short time previously, that the sanction of Government must
Dbe obtained if the adoption of another plan would involve additional expenditure. As he had not
received intimation that his second or highest estimate had been sanctioned or even that it bad .
been recommended by the Chief Engineer for sanction, it was his duty to have sent up his third : s
estimate and to have awaited the result before incurring any expenditure on account of the work, . S

3. The Government declined to sanction the estimate of Rupees 8,760 on the ground that R
orders had not been given for the commencement of the building. It has now been shown that B

the work had been specially exempted from the operation of the restrictive orders—and that the
plan which has been adopted has beenapprov

ed by both the Collector and the Board of Revenue,
though the sanction of the latter was not sought until such progress had been made with the
building as to render any alteration of the plan impracticable. It must be clear, however, that
the order of Governmant 12th March 1838, can be regarded only as conveying sanction for pro-
ceeding with the work at the estimate Rupees 4,220 entered in the budget, and that neither the
Collector nor the Board of Revenue have authority to sanction a larger expenditure. The District
Lngineer might very properly be held responsible for the excess of the present estimate or Ru-
pees 4,510, and the Government will certainly exact the recovery should the District Engineer

offend in like manuer again.

g Amt e & cnyoas (Pl ey etk

N ok g

Asit is they sanction the revised estimate Rupees 8,760 and

request that the Chief Engineer will communicate the foregoing remarks to the District Engi-

neer of Bellary. ‘ TS

| (Signed) T. PYCROFT, '
Chief Secretary.
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