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‘ Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
JSor the month of February 1860.

NUDCUBBNSUEENS e o

ptain J. W. MAIDEN, Master Attendant, Masu-

o« Thistla;” to T. PYCROFT, Esq.

e P P e S

A r————
v~ Ao e o

No.SI.  Read the following letter from Ca
aud of JI. M. Steamer

Chicf Sceretary to the Government of Fort Saint George, dated 31st J

lipatam, late in comm
anuary 1860.

I.. With reference to the Proceedings of the Madras Government, dated 13th January 1860,
t of my observations regarding the

No. 109; and order thereon, calling for a more detailed accoun

Pennir river below the Nellore anicut, I have the honor to submit the following for the con-
sideration of [lis Excellency the Governor in Council, on the present state of the river and fit-
ness of the « Thistle™ for the work she is intended to perform.

a juto the river at the time the *
There lie

a breaks

« Thistle” crossed the bar took
sa long sand spiton the
very heavily in rough

0 iy .
2. The chanacl from the se
p e L4 ' . - . H
a W, N. W. dircction with not less than six fect water.
north side, stretching sume distance to scaward, on which the se
- weather,
3. The entrance i : i .
e rance is between sand banks: At the the time W
3 M ‘
250 or 300 yards wide,
\ ‘1. [ F3) 1. . . ) )
1 h The banks on both sides of the river were very stec
10av rsh whi i -
avy fresh which had also opened out the fine deep water chann
~ 4 . . .
5. There are a few fisbing villages scattered about, but the country arot
and sandy aspect, .

e centered, the river was about

P occasioned, doubtless, Ly the recent

cl inside the bar.
nd presents a barren

lling up to be opened out

G. . : . '
As the sand must be continually shifting and the channel fi
e of the river affords

in some other directj R . .
any facilitics t clion by cach successive fresh, I do not think the entranc
T A b_‘o navigation, even to the small native cmf[l of the coast.

e mile ins! ~ . . .
s 1iside the bar the sand banks commence ver from the point 10 the
anicut is interspersed b urence and the rive P
regular chanel th~r ¥ a succession of sand banks composed of coarse quarty sand. Therc1s Bo
s, A ‘ § ough these, Lut licre and there holes or basins.
: week previous to ;
. the « Thistle's”
the water was four feet over tl Thistle's™ passage, a heavy fresh had come down the river, and
favorable citcumstance wc:ret Ny l.owcr sills_ of the anicut sluice. In spite of this apparently
y xperienced much di i Wt e 1
the saads, at one part we were oblized ch difficulty in getting the steamer over S30% of
by which we lost a day. This "‘o"‘ to heave her over, where there was only one foot of water
0. There are ont ¢ s place a fow daye later would in all probability be quite dry.
L y two reaches of -
deep channel; they appear to be d“"y extent that present the appearance of a permanent
: IR o cause tear havi . it
rock, making it a permancnt channel by the river having cut a chasuel through lateritious
10, There was just roon '

. 1 for th T3 & " ] .
“ £all” of about four feet, the ¢ ““ Thistle” to pass at one place. ere there wasa sudden

water rushing . ,
about 9 or-10 miles per hour. Wi ;‘umm‘; through this nurrow rocky passage as the rate of
. With a fevorable fresh breeze and the vessel steaming at full

power, we were compelied to procure t]
e ) Cutobens y i i
por through. the assistance ofﬁ“y coolies with ropes en shore to tow

-
.

11. TFrom 1
. 1 the above observati .
scrvations [ La . . oy 1e -
ever i - A iave been led to infer the impossibility denni
' bcmmmg a navigable river. c infe possibility of the Penndir
12, Wit ;
. 1 the exception of : . :
13, The £l b L the ferrics, I did not sce a boat or canoc of any kind on the river.
2L a ctween ant . . . .
5. probably more, “‘ c 'hc anteut and the sea has been estimated at two feet per mile; it
204 Y& AAbov M 5o . . s .
T f; ove the anicut the fall according to diflerent authorities, varies from four
Tl . Five feet would probably be the most accurate cstimate.
ne utmost " e
there a channel navie ‘fpcf‘l of the “ Thistle” does not cxceed four and a half miles. Were
e Cr:{”clao.e ll;l the dry scason, the speed of a vessel should double that of the
~b.vy : M . . 4
equal to that of 1 ; cnable it successfully to contend against the stream of a river with a fal
i by . 1S
the speed and ow*C c;u.x.r. A fresh being necessary to enable a vessel to get up the river
perform de‘ fl' 01, thek" Thistle” are totally inadequate for the work she is intended t;
. advantage be tak . £ N . . !
on shoro get up the I’P’emyiir be‘l\t ;)tf.thelz:a.rl) fxcishcsl, the Thistle may, with the assistance of ropes
St air, 1s obvious that this wil ; oy .
navigation. ¢ I prove atedious and expensive mode of
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15. I would respectfully suggest that the ¢ Thistle” be eont up the river as soon as pomb]e
in order to avoeid the heavy fluth, which seme times rise to 10 ¢r 12 fcet in a few hours, coming
dawn the river a perfect wall of water. Upon the appioach of one of these, freshes it would be
necesary to place the @ Thistle” under shelter, (to prevent risk), and \*lmh might not be always
at hand.  Oa this account T take the liberty of urging the * Thistle's’

* dispatch up the river as
soon as the carly rises admit of it. oo

16. I have the honor to.inform you that thc present expenses of the vessel are

Rs.

A N Y N RN Y NN ] UVO

Two Lashkars at ¢ Rupees per dovvniininnee,  12%

17. In the letter of instructions from the Comm
gentleman was ordered to keep all
maudant of Engincers,

¥ Desides 2 anuas rcr diem cach man 0 .
for batta. ne Syrav" per mensem..

andant of Engincers to My, Cotton, that
accounts and to furnish statement of the same to the Cone
For this rcason T am unable to send ia an Account Current, but have
the hozor to submit an open sketeh of the the cash expenditure for the information of His Ex-
cellency the Governor, I have also the i nonor to submit a Bill for amy travclling expenses,
amounting to Rupees 95-8-0, which I shall feel obliged by your having passed.

OPDN SKETCII
Dr. Cash Accozml I, ]l[ Steamer ¢ Thistl"

’ P ) *
oa a voyage from Dauléswarum to Nellore.  Cr.

! Rs. AP 1859 ' ] It Al
1(])‘::‘::1}::2;C¢slmcurf?d in} \Iuck-t 20 0 Nove 1By cash paid to Mr. Lolhm aty
» cash paid for pxousxon(or Y | ; {:‘l‘l‘:‘]&fl‘;amm by .xpmlh 11,000, 0. 0
crew. 50 5 ' o, ot do.
........... 0P Pt iaiirraana, b( U g < 1 ¢ ] ‘ l i
' Bo. fort:lnp qlatorcs v (S0 ll’ 1 ' ”((;:;u‘;xnpzl::'x::!1(1)';\\::' (. O. . .’). 200 G O
’ petly cash............., LS s YRR S ) '
» Coolie hire, &e. for getting w9, 9 °\ 1[Pee w0, cash dravn by M‘{ ("'(:ém;; y
steamer over Nellore anicut, ' 1860 ‘ ’{ml‘; J wmuxlt in ¢ n 11,378 4 1
Docking, &ec. as per Mr. ' Tan, 10 1 0|c..n‘l(l o ])o....l 1,100 0 0
T | I PYS I L] S |
" “a"cs of Cwa from Ist | l ' |
November to 31st Decembor ‘
1859..cc.ciiviiiviinnns o ,‘256’12' 9 ‘
» Mr. Cotton's salary from ‘ |
10th of October to 81st De. :
cember 1859 @ Rupees 750! ’
per mensem......,,.,...... ...l",OJf.’" 4] 1 |
» Balance in Mr, Cotton's | | , :
handson 18th January 1560, 4;,"13. 5 : i |
I ! S
a - (o | :-
Cempany’s Rupecs.... 3,()48‘ :I; 1 { Company’s Rujees...i 3, ;781 :;i !
H i
———— e e . e e i ‘

i
-— e

{(Signed) J. W, \IMI)II\

Master lendunt,

ke —

\J ¢
No. 8, Onben TRERLON, 18h Febroar
Ordered that this letter Le' commy
in reference to paragraph 15 to ¢
()

19(‘0’ 3\0. -ll(’

nicated to the U\.cf Lngincer, and that Lo be requested

‘ ake due precautions for the sat
~ The Government ¢ sanclion (2

Rupecs (95-8) ninety-five and annas ¢

ely of the steamer,

..pm v Maiden's bill for ¢ traveiling expenses amounting 1o
izht,

(Riawedly T, PYCROVT, )
Chicf Seerddary,

ragTers T s
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