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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

No. 35 of 1860.
TO THE RIGHT HONORABLE THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA

RigcaT HONORABLE SIR,

1. The papers herewith transmitted refer to a recommendation made to us by th
Government Astronom 2 i :

Proceedings, 3rd January 1860, Nos. 3, 4. ooy oo T er for the Establishment of a
al Instrument Department for the repair and

3rd March # y 02,53
1st June » » 8 % storage of Instruments.

»
»

9. Having given careful consideration to the several suggestions made by Major Te

we were not prepared to advocate the formation of a separate Department for thJe M nnen.t,

view. We were of opinion that the best means of providing for the custody, issue I:mdPOse in

of Instruments would be to entrust these duties to the Superintendent ’of the Envri?;z]:
(=]

‘Workshop, under the general control of the Chief Engineer, and with the assistance of a
trained Mathematical Instrument maker.

8. Weaccordingly requested the Chief Engineer to report on the details of sucha scl
and to submit his opinion as to the best means of obtaining the services of an Instrume atSc ulmt?,
and also of procuring Scientific Instruments. Colonel Bell's letter of the 2nd insta I:: o vel :
these requisitions ; his suggestions are as follows :— nt, answers

(1) That the sstangement suggested by us for the formation of an Instrument Depét i
connection with the Engineer Workshop is the best that could be adopted ang & I:
it should be made available as regards repair for all demands upon it fr ik a
Companies and individuals. om private

(2) That a Mathematical Instrument maker should be procured from Enegland on
certain specified terms, to have charge of all the Instruments as well as theobusiness
of repair, but to have no other charge or duty.

That the determination of the Establishment of workmen to be maintained, should
be deferred till the arrival of the Instrument maker. i

3)

(4.) That Instrumentishould be obtained by purchase from the best makers in England
and that the suppliers should be bound to receive back all Instruments disap :oved’
upon the the Certificate of the Instrument maker and the Chief Exmimerpm that,;

o

effect.
5.) That the question as to th .
(5.) £ ¥ q > ! e sa?e of Instruments from such an Establishment be
reserved for further consideration when the organization of the Depét has mad
e

some progress.

4. With the exception of the latter part of the first proposal, on which we have deferred
passing Orders for the present, we agree with Colonel Bell’s suggestions. We request therzl;'re
that in accordance with his second suggestion you will engage and send out a working Instrum:rrxi
maker on the terms specified or on such other as may be agreed on ; and as Colonel Bell is now
on his way to England, we would particularly recommend that you should consult that Officer

himself in the selection.

5. Weare fully satisfied as to the use and even necessity of providing here the means of

5;
repairing Scientific Instruments. For want of such means Instruments are frequently rendered
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