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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
. Jor the month of February 1860, S

No. 118. Proceedings of the Madras Government, dated the Sth February 1860, No. 315.

Ordered that the following despatch from the Right Honorable the Secretary of State for

g oth Muy 1858 No, 255, Idela. be communicated to the Financial Railway Department
~ 2nd Aug. ,, -, 415, with reference to the Proceedings of Government in that depart-

10th Sept. ,, ,, 499. ment noted in the margin; and to the Chief Engineer with re-
ference to his letter No. 5105 under date the 16th September 1859.

2. With respect to the remarks at the conclusion of the despatch, there would seem to be
some misapprelension. The Madras south-west railway touches the Pondni river, a canal from
Bépir to Ponidni would therefore be merely competitive to the railway. Neither is there now
at Ponédni a line of backwater extending to Cochin and Aleppey. On the contrary, what is at
present wanted is water communication from Ponéni to Chetwye, front which point only is the
backwater towards Cochin navigable. Were a canal cut from Ponni to Chetwye, with some
trifling inprovements in a few bends of the backwater, there would then be uninterrupted water
communication from the Pon4ni river and the railway station on it to Quilon, which, by a few
miles of heavy cutting, might be extended to Trivdndram. '

3. The question of perfecting the water communication between Ponini and Cochin has

e ‘ already been fully discussed and the importance and necessity of
Il:gggmgloﬁl;? y Order 3rd March 1o work admitted by Government. The cost of the undertak=
ing, and of adapting the canal to the passage of light steamers

has been estimated at two lak’hs including the value of land taken up or deteriorated ; and in
their despatch to the Home Government Sth March 1859 No. 3, this Government strongly
urged that the work might at once be undertaken and be placed in special charge of an officer
to be deputed for that duty. They suggested, however, at the same time that the irrigation and
canal company should be invited to undertake the project. Her Majesty’s Government appear
to have confined their attention to this suggestion, for, in reply to the despatch they merely in.
timated that the company had declined to undertake the work except on conditions which it

was not deemed expedient to concede.

No. 40.
Inpia Crrick,

London, 15t December 1859.

.

His ExceLLency THE IoNoRABLE THE GoverNorR IN Councic Fort Saint GEorce.

1. I'have had under consideration in Council your further letter No. 53, of the 27th Sep-
tember last, relative to the proposed formation of a boat harbor at Bépir.

2. My views on this subject have been greatly modified by the additional information
now furnished. The estimate for the project has more than trebled ; the depth of the harbor
would only suflice for very small vessels ; and great doubts are entertained whether even steamers
‘could safely anchor off it during the monsoon months, the only period in which it would
be of much use. In these circumstances it is to be hoped that the sanction for which you ap-
plied to the Supreme Government has been withheld, and, in any case, I must direct that the
undertaking be suspended for the present. Before an outlay of £36,000 on the improvement
of the port of Bépiir, can be permitted, all doubt as to the accessibility of the port at all
seasons must be removed, and even then it may be a question whether every essential object
might not be better attained by other means than those now proposed. I should be disposed to
prefer the formation of a short canal from Bépar to Pondni, where it would join the line of
backwaters extending to Cochin and Aleppey, ports which whether, as regards their actual con-
dition or prospective capabilities, are, by all accounts, incomparably superior to Bépr.

_ (Signed) C. WOOD.
{True Extract and Copy.)
(Signed) T. PYCROTT,
Chief Secretary.
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