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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

No. 26 of 18G0.

70 THE RIGHT HONORABLE THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA.

Ricutr HoNORABLE SIR,

1. We have received your Despatch of the 8th March, No. 24, in this Department, replying
to our letter of December 7th, 1859, in which we asked for your permission for the immediate
commencement of the extension of the East Coast Canal from Diargardzpatam to Nellore. You
refuse that pe?mission. You desire that Estimates may be prepared and transmitted to you for
the Canal from Nellore to Kistnapatam on a two-fold scale, viz., as suited for ir}igation only,

and as suited for navigation also; but you absolutely prohibit the continuation from Dﬁrgaréz;.

P‘“am to Kistnapatam, for which detailed Plans and Estimates are ready, and have once received
sa.nctlon of the Home Government, until after the completion of that from Nellore to

the
Kistnapatam, even if then.

2. We very greatly regret this decision; and we deem the subject of so great importance,
" that we think it our duty to address you again. In our former Despatch we expressed our own

stro

ng sense of the importance of this Canal, and we alluded to the fact, attested also by the
records of your Office, that fora number of years past all the ablest and most experienced

Servants of this Government, both Revenue Officers and Engineers, who have been in a position

to form a judgment on the question, have agreed as to the great importance of extending the
Tlast Coast Canal. We cannot buf be greatly mortified that our own careful and deliberate
judgment, 80 fully and ably backed, on a matter immediately connected with the local wants
of this Presidency, should go for nothing, and should be set aside on grounds which we know

to be invg,lid. ‘

3.‘ Those grounds, as cited in your letter, are contained in the two Despatches quoted in
12th May 1858, No. 2 the margin, and they are briefly as follow :— .

vy ’

13th October 5, o % .

1st.—That a Coast Canal could not compete successfully with the Sea.

2nd.—That the Canal from Madras to Ddrgarizpatam was in 1836 pronounced to be a
“failure by the Superintendent. . . ‘

3rd.—That the Southern Canal from the Pélar to the Adayir had at the same time

P

attracted no traffic.

4th.—That the Canal would be very expensive.

4. The best way, as it seems to us, to prove the unsoundness of these reasons is to lay
before you a few facts connected with the Canals at the present time ; but before doing so, we
in passing, to pomt out that as respects the second of them, and in some respects the most

beg,
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» the Home Government accepted with . : ' i ’
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! para 101 on this '
Matter, i
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last few weeks the Government have received unofficial information from the Collector of
mportant profes. i Nellore, who had just passed along the whole of the Canal, that it is perfectly navigable ; and

:. R graph a
S Despatch of Qgropes l?g-thor] the 1 Officer of who
L with Paragraph 29, » 1858, o

L ev will not Just €Xpressed a gt . b ' \
t ents showed that Lieutenant Sank well furthe, on that strong opinion,e Woe % . . yet this was near the close of the dry season, and after an unusually protracted drought.
! E . ) matter th . f
e tions connecteq v ankey’s judgmen an to say t, ! \ . i )
L from bep, de;: with the Canal, He wag t}? b Was no to be trusted o, Y fnt subsequent ‘ 9. With respect to the Southern Canal the alleged failure of which forms the third
[od : . . en r at ° .
[\ 8 deficient i ‘abxhty  and he hag . y\oung and inexpel'lenCed gﬂ? essiona] ques- ' argument against the continuation of the Coast Canal, we beg to point out in the first place, that

e : Onceiveq o ce . . ; i
h | 1 Prlnceedm%ss. gdlated August 174 from Madrag to Pul?d a plan of Supersedine the e " though far ‘ contrary to the wishes and intentions of this Government, that Canal has been left hitherto

S » Nos, d 'L . Icat . o X1sti . . - : 3

Al v ’&f;‘r;'égz;md;f:; 3f§'May 1859, M€ atan €normoyg » and s“bstltutmg for it an tl.m Canal ‘ without a suitable terminal point at either extremity. At the Madras end it stops short at the
e £ ’ Teception of such cost.t It was Necessary f. Snrely now Adayér river, five miles from Madras; while at the southern end, it stops short about four
B quite ineﬂi(‘ient : SChEme’ to show that the .:x'or the favorable miles of the P4l4r river. Noris this all; there are parts of the existing Canal which have
N fa 1
L subject, » &0d hence the strength of b ]Stlng Canal was ' never yet been excavated to the full depth, the work having been suddenly cut short by the
. ] angy; . . .
S 5. The following is 5 Statement S1%ge on the 1estrictive Orders of 1857. It is no wonder then that the traffic on the Canal is small ; and you
R . N en f . . - . aye
o }I;emg the latest for which such informot the traffie on the Northery ¢ will at once see that this fact cannot fairly be turned into an argument against the utility of the
. . a 3 y . R . .
o Goats entering the Madrag Basin from t}llonl\;s obtamable. It shows th anal for th, year 1858.9, Coast Canal. You have recently sanctioned the Junction Canal between the Ktam and the
_7 ' Overnment Sa¢ brOUght to the Mg e orthwm.d; and yoq il € humber gp9 tonnage of Adayér, which willjbring the Southern Canal to Madras, and that work is about to be commenced ;
o] I ra 1 . 3 ‘ © . C.
A ilvate traffic, arrivine only, amounts ¢ ;Stores fro nnore, o 8¢e that, dePCDdcm;y of the completion to the P4lér will also be shortly executed, and the condition of the Canal
; T ; o ein . . . .
L oM which the Boats came ; but jt i 1t 516} tons, e Ste:t § nearly 52,000 tons, the generally bas been improved and is improving by means of a somewhat more liberal Repair

. comes shorter dist we know“ €ment does . ’ ‘ .

o further north Stances thap from Pulicat and , that oy sma]} part ;"’It 8ive the places allowance.

s . i— s e by .. of the ‘ . : . " t

i Ik of 3 18 from that pl private traffg 10. We have gone into the foregoing details of the Canals north and south of Madras,
SR . ace ) { i
- \\\ and places ' in order to show that they do not really afford any grounds for refusing to extend the Coast
3 Articles carried ‘\\\ ' Canal. That to the north of Madras is efficient, and is largely used; that to the south is but
i \\ Boas, Tong TTT——— , Lttle used indeed, but the cause is that it has been left incomplete and inefficient. We now
P g‘::s:z nfraizics, li“d“ding PaSSenge ?\ : Toll, @ return to the subject more immediately before us, the extension of the Northern Canal to
o €n alt rs” By, .

o Coent Qale 7 e B 6886 Y Kistnapatam and Nellore.

- tea, 2,225 ‘8,1)16% ]9629 A, ! P
e qj —_— Total... . 9\ ..1,7& ]2:930 8 * 11. We have already seen that the Canal to Dirgardzpatam maintains a fully successful

o ] \\\\ s111 ]’30:2363 ‘35::9- — T competition with the coasting vessels; we bave now to add that there is no doubt that it will

- . ~300, ! . y -

p‘.;i o - This Statement 2PPears to ug gy \\K 2 f still do 5o if extended to Kistnapatam. It is argued in the Despatch of the 12th May 1658
. cited 3 t - ' : . . . .

Sank 0 paragraph 3, 71 shows thyy the g 0 refute 4, th the firs (paragraph 8); that  produce brought down from the interior to Coringa, Masulipatam, Cudda-
.4; an L R an : . a 1 - . .

- o ei S;mtlclpatxon i and it shows that thi al iy i Workiyy o nd second of ¢, Yeason ' « lor: or Tuticorin might be as conveniently shipped direct from any of those places to Lurope
.- V1 the ea, B 18 ength er, in sni 3 4 . . - . . . [T} . 0 .
& fCanal at east, doeg Plte of LiGUtenam : « or America, as if carried intermediately to Madras. - We need n?t now dispute this

. 7. For furthes proof of 1 successful]y compey roposition, because it does not bear on the, present question. Not only is it unlikely in the

P ]

- . he efficient gtpq, Of the nayiyyss :xtreme that goods would be shipped at Kistnapatam for foreign countries, but that place is
roccedings 10th June 1959 Dteresting Re 18ation, yq 1, ‘ ting trad

a0d 52, With enclosgrg. ? MO8 51 e first of thfsorts Ich eame undeeg your attent;op, to two scarcely a port even for the coasting trade,

- . € Wag ouyr s . . so1e .

i Orier. Yoy will In charge of the @ n])ade by Mr, Assistan E Yeview Jagt year. - 12. It is argued again that the traffic along the Coust is likely to be small, being confined

ey ’ 1l s ans : >~ * . . - .

braflc was ogi " ee that though the inspectiop was al, aftep 4 Special i, p :gmeer kennedy, . to articles of local consumption. But it appears to be forgotten that a city of 7,00,000 persons
: ully maintsj m ecti ; . .

EE of the Canal viz f}, btained. My, Keﬂnedy’g Reportzdz at the driest Season 0? made by oup must require enormous supplies from the country; and that the enlargement of the circle of

- ’ -» the extens; i . 01, o ) . . . Coeqye . -

; Dsion to Dﬁrgarézpatalﬁ ; but ot mc‘]ude the Northe, nt:]e Year, the ‘supply is not only a great public benefit, but one which will be willingly paid for, The article
:;4 b Pm‘c:;dilg%stlo;ggmy 1850, UP and dowy that portis Olone] Cotton hdvingbccag?St section . of fuel, for example, is one of large consumption even ina tropical climate ; it is now extremely
3 | : submitted 5 Teport on " When Visiting the Pen ‘1-0 " £ pas dear in Madras, in comparison with country Districts ; the reduction of the price would be a
X S . na) . . s .

where Colope] Cotton'spea] your attention ¢, the 3;q Ondmon'I We ould esp r,?mcut’ great public benefit, and the conveyance of a sufficient supply of this bulky commodity would
Peaks of the use and 5th €Cla ]y call ) . H
, 5. Sinee - made of that part of 1, Caualparagra hs of that Report alone yxe]d: a good interest on the cost of the extension.
; € time w} . as actuga]] A ' . . .
. has been increaseq and t} o1 these two Reports were writt h J seen by himself, ' 13. But it must be added, further, that the extension to Kistnapatam and then to, Nellore
b : 1e ) . €n t . . “ H :
1 condition of the Cang] has 1, ® Repair allowang of the C 1 would bring the Canal into new fields of supply. Its northern terminus would then be in the
. een fhi e €
. . furthey Improyeg, Withi el centre of a grain country, and it would convey to Madras the product of alarge tract of country
lin . ) X
: e jrrigated by the channels from the Nellore Anicut. There can beno doubt that a very large
i
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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTNENT |
Letter {o {he Right ITonorable :,»
the Secretar '
¢ Secvelary of State Jor India, !
Dated 14th May, | "
| .
No. 26 of 1860. |
) ‘
|
. . E
Acl\nowlcdgmg the reccipt of Despatch No, 24 of
1 : . I
860, anq f831n requesting permission, on the furth&f i |
grounds set forth, for the immediate commencement
£ ; |
ot the extension of the East Coast Canal, from B
Dﬁrgﬂrﬁzpatam to Nellore,
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