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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.
No. 26 of 1860,
TO THE RIGHT HONORABLE THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA.

RicaT HoNORABLE SIR,

1. We have received your Despatch of the 8th March, No. 24, in this Department, replying
to our letter of December 7th, 1859, in which we asked for your permission for the immediate
commencement of the extension of the East Coast Canal from Dirgardzpatam to Nellore. You
refuse that permission. You desire that Estimates may be prepared and transmitted to you for
the Canal from Nellore to Kistnapatam on a two-fold scale, viz., as suited for irrigation only,
and as suited for navigation also; but you absolutely prohibit the continuation from Dirgariz-
patam to Kistnapatam, for which detailed Plans and Estimates are ready, and have once received
the sz;nction of the Home Government, until after the completion of that from Nellore to

Kistnapatam, even if then.

9. We very greatly regret this decision; and we deem the subject of so great importance,
that we think it our duty to address you again. In our former Despatch we expressed our own
strong sense of the importance of this Canal, and we alluded to the fact, attested also by the
vecords of your Office, that for a number of years past all the ablest and most experienced
Servants of this Government, both Revenue Officers and Engineers, who have been in a position
to form a judgment on the question, have agreed as to the great importance of extending the
Thast Coast Canal. We cannot but be greatly mortified that our own careful and deliberate
judgment, s0 fully and ably backed, on a matter immediately connected with the local wants
of this Presidency, should go for nothing, and should be set aside on grounds which we know
to be invalid.

3, Those grounds, as cited in your letter, are contained in the two Despatches quoted in
12th May 1858, No. 5. the margin, and they are briefly as follow :—
13th Ocwober ,  » 4.

1st.—That a Coast Canal could not compete successfully with the Sea.

ond.—That the Canal from Madras to Diargardzpatam was in 1836 pronounced to be a

failure by the Superintendent.

3rd.—That the Southern Canal from the Palir to the Adayar had at the same time

attracted no traffic.

4th.,—That the Canal would be very expensive.
&

4. The best way, as it seems to us, to prove the unsoundness of these reasons is to lay

before you a few facts connected with the Canals at the present time ; but before doing so, we

beg, in passing, to point out that as respects the second of them, and in some respects the most
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‘We have the honor to be,

Right Honorable Sir,

Your most obedient humble Servants,
0

(G EORGE,
TorT SAINT
14tk May 1860,




L ——— ——— o el L e
o —— o e ——rT S S ST T AR ~: = — -
v A.‘
{ 7 }
‘“‘;‘@;N
-
J

N —— : AT ’3_,
b Ailorugintivons, as i

S ———




FORT SAINT GEORG E.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTHENT

Letter 1o {he Right ][onorablé H

the Secretary of State for India,
Dated 14¢n May,

No. 26 of 1860.

ACl&nowledging the receipt of Despatch No, 24 of

1860, anq again requesting permission, on the furth® :

or . it
ounds set forth, for the immediate commencement

of the €Xtension of the East Coast Canal, from

Dargnr(uzpatam to Nellore,
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