


Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
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Read the following letter from F. LUSHINGTON, Esq., Acting Account
General, to J. D. BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretary to Government, dated Fort S

George, 17th September 1860, No. 19

[ have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Proceedings of Governmen ubli
Department, No. 1,868, dated 4th instant, and to submit to Government the accompanying
statement® showing the net ammounts of expenditure on Public Work:
for the vears 1856 57 and 1857-58 (as reported in letters No. 203, dat
September 1858 and No. 423, dated 21st March 1859) and t
entire amount of expenditure during the year ~,).‘>'-.'|)H, with the amount <:‘{' ;)L}SSL‘:I' bills 'm eacl
of the three years, and the net amount remaining to oe accounted for on the 1st May 1860.
g imbatore
56-57, broaght forward in ¢ il appear ary from
h accompanied the first of the two letters above adverted
e fact that in that statement certain sumst of
Is were deducted from the expenditure in those Districts
856-57, which afterwards were found to appertain not to the
expenditure of that , but to t} period prior to 30th April 1856,
lett No. 4,359, dated 29th August 1859, and

tatement whic

,.,.,],m.,(,(] by the Chiel aineer in his

31 dated 17th .‘;ULU'\I'_\ 1860,

It will be observed that the statement now submitted is n } ance with the

form annexed to the Extract from Minutes of Consultation dated [4th April 18539, No. 886.

The difference consists only in that the present statement exhibits the amounts of e penditure
and of passed s and the net amount remaininr to bz accounted for, separately for each

ile the form in question ¢ not provide for such distinct exhibition, wh a3 n rendered

ssary in consequence of the amounts of passad bills received in the offic ing in certain

ess of the amounts of expenditure. The e ses are shown in red ink s, and

diusted in communication with the Chief Engineer,

4. I beg also to submit three other tements marked B, C and D. B exhibits the
' ] liture in the Revenue Department up to 30th :\pl'i] 1856, the amount

Chief Engineer on that account up to st July 1869, as reported to
» net amount requiring passed l;f”é, with the amount of

ts, which will be adjusted in communication with the first named
of Ll'lp.l“‘»‘il expenditure in the General Department, that is, on

7y the amount of passad bills received

amount of unpassed
of sanctions of bills by t
this Office by the Ci
sanctions in four I
. C, shows the amou
account of advances taken up from the General TE
from the Military Auditor General up to date, and the balance remaining ro be accounted for
by bills. And D gives the same parti rs in regard to the ur ed expenditure in the
Military Department up to 30th April 18

5. With reference bs tion made in the first par raph of the Proceedin

of Government under acknowledgmnent, viz., that according to the Ovder of 6th July 18
No. 1,293, the statements for 1858-59 and 1859-60 showing the entire amount of e.\'puni{ilurc,
the portion thereof supported by passed bil and the portion remaining to accounted
for, should have been submitted to Government within July 1859 and Ju

tively, and that the statement for 1859-60 is over-due, [ beg to remark that the statements
could not have been farnished by those months, as the account of the Chief ingineer f
April 1859 was received only in September 1859, aud his closing entries for 18: 5
November 1859, while his account for April 1867 has not yet been received. Itisouly aftap
the accounts for a full year shall have been received, that this Office ¢an prepare the reguisite
sratement and forward it on to Government ; and ti hief Engineer can send his accounts for
the last month of each official year, only at the end of the second quarter, or in thie third
quarter of the succeeding year. It is therefore impossible for this Office to submi: the

ment for each year within the first quarter of the following year, as required by the order
ent last quoted. It can be furnished only in the third or the fourth qt;arn—’r soesrd.
s the Chief Engineer’s account for April is sooner or later received. The ;[;l[(:‘lllf(,"l‘
358-59 might have been furnished earlier, but for the transactions of the two p&ﬂ'i( £
vears having had to be embodied in it under the Order of Government No. 886, unt,,;] '] y h
April 1 , accidental errors in posting discovered and corrected, and the time taken up in the
posting of the Individual Books as herein after explained, and in the preparation of the state-
ment of the cost of repairs from 1850 ‘ ) forwarded with my letter No. 184, dated
11th instant. V s

(Governm
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“ ob%erv?:ﬁ%a&? t&:}lefQEnd Parag.raph of the Proceedings of Government under reply, I beg
s e, uiesd leTh ngineer's Office has not as yet been able to furnish me with the
St L ?)ﬁ' re t.h CT state,ment of unpassed expenditure in the Revenue Department,
e tlm C‘e'l ollector’s accounts, has been prepared with reference to the periodical
tates i i wy‘"t;e ‘lv)’ Auditor as already explained. In respect of the unpassed expendi-
Nohicas da‘ted Olrj; Department, -the Chief Engineer, however forwarded with his letter
b e havg:: hecember.1809, copy of one from the Military Auditor General in which
. accoun’t. aaarel e honor to forward the Memorandum of sums to be credited to each Officer's
At i Decembepa;‘tment Qf Public Works, for bills received in this Office subsequent to
e therl ast (1858), but I am unable to state what bills may have been omitted
i z\:cc z(tl-“y of this Deparm.lent belr}g conﬁn.ed to passing bills and forwarding
A spiige o (:i atant Qeneral, who gives credit for their amount to the Officers who may
B i have‘ T vx:inces issued to them uqder his orders.” The Military Auditor General
2tat May 1856 x}i{ci dan lermm'aous construction on the Order of Government No. 755, dated
et it f,rom l‘:h eélazresil‘t to be his duty, and not that of the Accountant General, to
i hi o i gy e )}:ef Engineer on account of the unpassed expenditure up to 30th
Order No. 1'293 d«\t:geﬁtla.t] tl‘lat e_xpencllture has been properly accounted for,” and by the
P zin c’cwxn;nuni ttl_ u y.l8')8, pm!'agraph $, the Accounqut General was simply made
et g i by ofctahwn with the Civil Anditor and the Military Auditor General) of
o e i e.pm}%_less made in the adjustment of the expenditure by passed
Srom the Militars i{’uditore(‘;n t lsl Office, previous to the 3Mh April 1836, to receive bills
& miist el Seaéibes. 1 then’;l'a on account of works executed by Military Officers, and
re” et e o o be ransfer Books to the credit of the respective Officers to whom
T el b witttom f’f' but when it was directed that the unpassed expenditure up to that
R b o bat such0 in the Books at once as charge, and the Military Auditor General
i v Tonses l'Z"P?“d(lltln'e has been properly accounted for, that practice ceased, for
Military Auditor ngeral mained as advances. However, even after the 30th April 1856, the
Yesh it 4p WAtk 1he bl continued to forward to this Office bills passed by him, and they have
otan Withpth Ml ills previously received, as the adjustment of the unpassed expenditur

tie it ihe (‘:l‘]‘i‘;‘;_YEAu.dnor’ (;;eneral 1:mderdt.hf.-. order of 21st May 1856 above qugted O::

b ngineer’s letter above adverted t ing the inabili
A udt'tor SJ‘reneral to give the correct sum to be credited t(()), ;:El?glt?iiet:} se ;:::‘my :hf th;_%\lfl\htary
py direction, collectec} and posted in the Individual Books of this Office opposite ’to tfle rlapec’ Nt
items of advances which they purported to cover or account for, wholly-or in part. Som l:!rﬁ
are fpn_nd to appertain to works for which advances cannot be traced iu the Individual ﬁ lk ¥
and it is presumed that they are for advances originally taken up for some specific workto ob >
which were afterwards appropriated for other works which were found to be emergent 'I"he:;
bills will be forwarded to the Chief Engineer, and a reference made to him for explanati;n The
rost;\:g of all the other bills has been completed, and the statements marked C aud D sh;)w the
esult.

7. Having now for the first time commenced to submit to Government th

- - . t
showing the progress made in the adjustment of the unpassed expenditure up to 30tl:3 ;:pargflrggéq
. .Ilsope (I}shall be able, in {:on}muni,cation with the Civil and Military Auditors, hereafter u;
inform Government quarterly, from January next, of the gradual adjustme g

diture by passed bills. 2 4 + i Snde of G akian -

No. 352. ORDER THEREON, 24th December 1860, No. 2,651.

1. The Acting Accountant General in compliance with the Order of G
6th July 'l858, No. 1,293, .nubmits statements showing the progress :;c?e inizzrmn::xgiatuo(}
the Public Works expenditure both previous and subsequent to Ist May 1836,

The state of the audit of the expenditure incurred prior to 30th April 185 o
in these statements is shown in the subjoined table :— i April 1856, as_ exhibited

Gt | Mibite 4
Aot | A ot

RS. RS. RS.
Amount outstanding on 30th April 1856......... ......... 110,95,275 | 20,83,348 ' 131,78,623
Since admitted after 30th April 1860............ .........| 91,17,813 16:??,7161 107,59,9,539

Remaining to be accounted for.......c.ioceunnec vervensee| 19,77,462 4,71,53—2- 94,40,004

e e
R M s e i b e Sl R

Proceedings of the Madfas Government, Public Works Department, ' f
s . 94¢h December 1860. '

s
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5 g d expenditure on the 30th April 1856, as given in paragraph 4 of the O“rfier of ?‘:
G ,'Ithc u‘:\tpa:.‘iied Qfst March 1859, No. 659, very éreatly differs from that exhibited in the o
g 4 statements under notice; the cause 5
il ! . . : ~
e “ivi Mili of this large difference of Rupees e
S| MY | Toul | 147,97,599, should «be expluined. ;j
—— — | The balances still remaining to be o
|As per Order Otfh zlséit"i’l“'cxu“ﬁfz;l g s 5 audited are very Jarge, and the Go- &
L‘:}:f n.\)'ili?:ry Auditor General's ] vernment hope that with the aid of |
l, Seiiors, dried 24th September| the temporary establishment for
| and ,i:’il:- “e““‘b“ “’"8 "l 950,79.823| 119,26,399! 279,06,222 which an application was sent to the
lA:';fe(;' pre:se:;l: SEATEMOntS,...evsssoee| 110;96;275] 20,855,345} 13170623 (Government of India on the 16th ‘
A et T November 1860, the Chief Engineer vt
L abmoruinh 77T ) | 147.27.500, will be able in communication with Ne
— e i T T the other Officers concerned finally
is 1 nding work within a reasonable perlod.' The cause of the excess of the
ts(l::):“;g](!eittz(lm(::e: ‘:ﬁep:mougt of expenditure in some of the Districts should be carefully ascer-
tained, and the necessary corrections made without delay.
9  There is no explanation from the Civil and Military Audit Offices to show to what
exrerr(' the audit of the balances of the expenditure previous to 1st May 1836, is pending in
their Offices. : i R
3. The subjoined table shows the audit of the expenditure subsequent to 30th April 1856:—
| |
Expendi- Passed and i Y -
Years. ture. recovergq.‘llbe e 1y
1 T 3N G
TR b RS, RELTSN
1856-57 ... -- i e e e DU 6,35,094
[BETB8 e aestsiibe & on s gy o S EC R 44,25,859| 37,35,163| 690,696,
1858-59... --- e e e G AR 10,76,99!5[; £
Total...| 150,05,194' 126,02,409! 2,02,785

s statements show that there is much confusion in these accounts.

he stat ¢ which accompanied that Officer’s letter, dated 27th September 1858, the expen-
Ilrilutxr: f]:r;x:;e'1856-57 was gigen at Rupees 57,30,660 and the unaudited balance at Rupees
38,60,822 ; while in the present statement the latter sum is put down at Rupees 38,67,560 ;

adding the difference of Rupees 6,738 explained in paragraph 20 of Mr. Lushington’s letter -
the former sum the 8ggre§;te- expenditure
pees 57,

The Accountant General’

i would appear to have been )
e I T T I i be lnfised
g s b S cum is correct. _Again from this sum dedu
Do. to the present statement ,,  32,15,783 i the aggregate of the sums passed the r
———— 510230 14 be passed is Rupees 6,35,094, but a ]
Remainder... 635,004 10 the statements before Government it
8,23,6%. . ‘ =
d “ngg 3 The“toztgln 5t;;’:p(mrlitm'e in IWP
Totul...................................... cussesaesasE BEEHAD 122y Rupees ,8 ‘ccﬂ!‘d’.‘ téMr‘ S
Pessed and recovered former statement 38,87,281 {1 e d
Preseat SLAIEMENE.cusseurses A T 347,862 gast’_sstntement,dated zmﬁmm 1859 ; deduct-
o~ 37,3516 ing therefrom the sums passed and recovered,

the balance is Rupees 6,90,696, but the pr
returns show it to be 7,38990. =

The unaudited balance of 1858-59 ought to be Rupee! 10x76.‘995 as shown in MMJB
table, but the return exhibits it as 11,17,184. ni e B R e
In many Districts the totals - of passed bills received in the Accountant G’M’sm
exceed the actual expenditure of the year to which they relate. s AR i )%
This state of things is highly unsatisfactory. The Government request that Mr. Hanﬁmm

will take immediate steps to trace the causes of the errors, and thus at once avoid perpetuating b
them in the subsequent years' accounts. The Chief Engineer will be requested promptly to =
afford the Accountant General all the aid in his power. ' e i é{
4. The Government have before them a Teport of the

progress made in the adjustment of the past expenditure up to
30th April 1860, and in reviewing that paper they will notice
the causes of delay in the settlement of the accounts. : SEgA

6,90,696
s o

Dated 16th November 1860,
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