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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
18th December 1860.
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. No. 233. Read the following letter from W. S. NESBITT, Esq., Secretary Ootacamund ‘ :

‘ Improvement Committee, to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, - o
dated Ootacamund, 28th November 1860, No. 39 :—

Sixk, '
: 1. Consequent upon the Government Order of the 20th September last No. 1,963, in which
Mr. Sub-Engincer Williams was withdrawn from serving under the Committce, explanations
o were called for from Mr. Brosnahan by which it appeared that there had been no voluntary
commaunication of local information on the part of Mr. Williams to Mr. Brosnahan., This has
led to an examination of the work performed by Mr. Williams, while his services were nominally
at the disposal of the Committee,

. 2. While such examination has been pending, the Committee have observed in the Fort
Saint George Gazette of the 23rd instant, the removal of Mr. Brosnahan from his charge on the
-‘ ) Neilgherry Hills to the Malabar District, and that he is to be relieved here by Mr. Sub-
e S e i e Ry Engineer Williams. - . ‘

iy
£

3. In consequence of this expected change, the Members of the Committee have beeh led
L : to record Minutes, which I beg to annex to the present letter, and, with reference to which, the
Committee would desive to express theit earnest ho;;e that it may suit the convenience of E
Government to leave Mr, Brosnahan, at least for the present, in his situation here. :

4.  In making this request the Committee would refer to their Secretary’s letter of the 28th-
May in which they requested that Mr. Williams, services might be continued to them.. They :
considered his local knowledge of value, and had ther no reason to doubt his being qualified, N
’ and it was not till the Committee come tc notice the scanty amount of work performed that they 7

: were led to institute an examination which has resulted in their being compelled to question
his competency. :

b3

e e e

5. The inspection returns as well as the field books, which are alluded to in the Minutes -
of the Members, are herewith forwarded, and J have the honor, by desire of the Committee, to
request that they may be put into the bands of a professional Surveyor to report upon.-

MINUTES. S -

I have examined Mr. Williams’ list of work performed in July and August, the only monthg L
the returns of which we have, and I have further looked over the plans and field books kept by
Mr. Williams, which Mr. Brosnahan was requested to send in, and I must say that the work

st done ought not to have occupied 13 days; but that from the mode in which the field books are ; !
e T ST T L e e E _ kept, I very much doubt Mr. Williams being a competent Surveyor, and I think we ought to : :

T ‘ : Py { ; ' beg the Government to coutinue to us Mr. Brosnahan's services, with the aid of a Surveyor .
on moderate salary as proposed at our last meeting.

.

_ I may add that I have been regularly educated in surveying, and have completed several
miles of accurate and detailed surveys of the broken grounds in the island of Guernsey, and
have on several occasions surveyed in this country, and that I do not therefore speak without
experience.

. : (Signed) J. ROHDL. ,
28tk November 1860, / i
‘ Sl

I do not feel competent to pass an opinion in the professional question. The field books "
. geems extraordinary certainly, but when in a return of work performed, I see a whole day stated -
to be occupied in * waiting on Mr. Nesbitt and Mr. Brosnahan with a plan,” (with other similar ' 3

' entries) I cannot but be strengthened in a general impression that work has been very laxly :
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per fon med. I think we should beg the
professional Surveyor for an opinion,
Mr. Brosnahan’s services,

—

Government to Place the field books in the hands of a
and quite concur in our asking for a conti

nuance of
whom we know to be competent, and hav

e seen to be active,

(Signed) J. OUCHTERLONY.

———

Lalso am unable to pass an opinion on the professional question, but the examination of

the books and lists seems certainly to show a scanty amount of work done, and I concur jn the
request of the other members.

(Signed) W.S. NESBITT,
- \ B
No. 2314,

I. The Gov
by them,

ORDER TuEREON, 181] Dicember 1860, No. 2,594,

crament see no occasion at present to alter the arrangement recently sanctioned

2. The Chie
for his present sit

’

f Engineer will instruct Captain Goddard to report on Mr, Williams’ fitness
uatmn aud will lnv the report before Government.

(Signed) J. D. STM,

Acting Secrt'lz;ry to GuvermnrnI,
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