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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
7th November 1860.

, A
No. 115.  Read the following letter from 'G. THORNHILL, Esq., Acting Collector of
Kistna District, to J. D. BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretary to Government, dated
Masulipatam, 20th September 18C0, No. 35 :—

SIR,
With reference to Proceedings of Government ‘dated 19th May No. 1,042, and 16th July
1860, No. 1,523, relative to the alleged levy of transit duties in
N’:) ;?; d“,":ed ‘;’ztz i‘ﬂgml's.so' the Choukies and possessions of His Highness the Nizam, Thave
: the honor to transmit herewith copies of two letters received

from Mr. Melville Acting Head Assistant Collector_, reporting the result of his inquiry on the
subject.

. " The list allu
received.

ded to in Mr. Melville’s letter dated 24th nltimo, will be forwarded when

From R. J. MELVILLE, Esq, Acting Head Assistant Collector, to W. KNOX, Esq.,
Collector of Kistna District, dated Juggiahpetta, 24th July 1860, No. 15.

Sim,
In answer to your letter enclosing the Proceedings of Government, July 16th, and a
om the Hyderabad Resident, I have the honor to state that, in accordance with orders
received from his Government, the Officer sent from Hyderabad, this day returns to that place, such
. being the case, I am unable to proceed further with the inquiry., I have taken depositions from
the merchants who claimed a refund of the duties illegally levied from them at Paretala and
Kodada, those being the only two cases specifically brought forward. I was about to proceed
to the examination of Chowkedars, when the order arrived from Hydrabad, countermanding the
d recalling the Officer deputed to meet me. The inquiry hitherto held has left no
s to the general truth of the complaint of the merchants. Of course the
and therefore to some extent unsatisfactory. It is not so easy to
the merchants, as to amount. In most cases, no separate account
has been kept of the amount paid at the different Chowkies, the bandy hire and other expenses
being all entered as one item. There is also an unwillingness on the part of the merchants, to
show their true accounts, owing to a vague fear of the use they may be put to, in assessing the
jmpending Income Tax. '
All further inquiry havingbeen stopped, I have the honorto request you to inform me whether
any detailed report of the inquiry in its present unfinished state, should be sent or not. '

Telegram fr

inquiry an _
doubt on my mind, a
evidence is entirely exparte,
test the truth of the claims of

From R. J. MELVILLE, Esq., Acting Head Assistant Collector of Masulipétam, to
W. KNOX, Esq., Collector of Kistna District, Masulipatam, dated Bezoarah, 24th

August 1860, No. 21.
Six,

I have now the honor to submit the report called for by the Madras Government in their
Proceedings, dated 19th May 1860, No. 1,042. While doing so, I must recall to your mind that
owing to reasons mentioned in my former letter, it is necessarily exparte, and hence incomplete.

2. I will proceed first to the claim made by eight Juggiabpetta merchants to a refund of
Rupees 416-11 alleged to have been illegally levied from them by His Highness the Nizam's
Custom authorities, at the station of Wastapalli, Kodavatikallu, and Atkoor, on boats passing
on the Kistna.

3. Five of these claimants out of the eight summoned, attended, and gave depositions before
me in the presence of the Officer deputed by the Nizam’s Government for the inquiry; the
remaining three were absent at the time, .

f 4. According to their statements Rupees, 7} were charged at Atkoor on each boat
proceeding up or down the Kistna at the rate of Rupees 23 for each of the aforesaid villages.
This sum is levied on all boats irrespective of the sort of cargo they may contain, and is termed
“ Metta.” ’ , '
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5. The cargoes of the boats mostly consisted of oil seeds, and buffaloe horns, and were
shipped at Mookteyala for Bandar and Cocanada. In support of their statements the merchants
ﬁle.d extracts from their Rozwar Chitta or day book, which when tested by comparison with the
orignal accounts, were found to be correct. ‘

6. These extracts merely show that money was paid to the persons in charge of the boats
for the purpose of being paid over to the Despondias at the Chowky stations. Ihad no opportunity
of personally examining the persons by whose hand the money was paid to the Chowkedars, as they
were not forthcoming ; but these people were examined by the Nandigam Tahsildar, and I see
1o reason to doubt that the money was actually paid to the Customs authorities. This is the
merchant’s account of the matter. I was unable to compare it with that of the Nizam's Customs
authorities as the inquiry was put a stop to, before I was able to do so.

i If this account is to be accepted as true, there is no doubt that the levy of these duties
was illegal.  Goods brought in our own territories for consignment to our own sea-ports, were

made.to pay duty in their passage through a part of the Nizam's dominions, This is clearly a
transit duty. ~ o

8. .The next case is one, in which a claim, for the refund of Rupees 6,263-11-1 is made
by certain merchants of Juggiahpetta. This sum is alleged to have been levied on goods sent

fror.n our territories to Secunderabud, the Residency Bazar, and Mattivada in the Nizam's
territories, ‘ :

9. Nine merchants attended and gave depositions. From their statements, it appears
thztt on gruff goods sent from Juggiahpetta to Secunderabad, a duty of Rupees 1-4 per bandy is
levied at Kodada, that on goods sent from Juggiahpetta to the Residency Bazar Rupees 4-8 per
bandy is levied at the same Chowky. This, in both cases, is exclusive of the 5 per cent. Sayer,

levied at Hyderabad and Secunderabad where the goods break bulk. No explanation is given .
to account for the higher duty on goods consigned to the Residency Bazar, and it appears to .

be arbitrari.ly imposed.

10.  From the depositions of the same merchants, it appears that on goods sent f{rom
Juggiahpetta to Mattivada, thereis levied at Kodada, a duty varying according to the description
of oods. Thus gruff goods are charged Rupees 8-8 per bandy ; cloths Rupees 10-8 ; colred
thread Rupees 17-8." There are two other Chowkies between Kodada, and Mattivada, viz., Kuehe-
manchy, and Narsimlupetta, at which Rupees 2 is levied on each bandy, irrespective of the sort
of gocds. At Mattivada Rupees 6 per bandy is levied on gruff goods, and Rupees 2 per maund

. on silk,

I1.  Ongoods consigned to Juggiahpetta from Mattivada, the following rates are levied.
Cn a bundle of eight carpets at Mattivada, 10 annas, at Narsimlupetta Rupees 2, at Kuchemanchy
Rupees 2 per bandy, at Kodada Rupees 173. On oil and ghee per bandy at Mattivada Rupees 6,
at Narsimlupetta Rupees 2, and at Kuchemanchy Rupees 2, at Kodada Rupees 8-8. On

Cheranjee* per bandy at Mattivada Rupees 6, at Narsimlupetta
Rupees 2, at Kuchemanchy Rupees 2, and at Kodada Rupees 6-14. On
buffaloe horns per bandy, at Mattivada Rupees 2-13, at Narsimlupetta Rupees 2, and Kuche-
manchy Rupees 2, and at Kodada Rupees 2-8. On Antelope horns per bandy at Mattivada
Rupees 4-8, at Narsimlupetta Rupees 2, at Kuchemanchy Rupees 2, and at Kodada Rupees 6-1.
On wax per bandy at Mattivada Rupees G, at Narsimlupetta Rupees 2, at Kuchemanchy
Rupees 2, at Kodada Rupees 9, Other items will be found in the two enclosed statements.

* A dye.

12. In support of their claim, the merchants produced accounts professing to contain the
items claimed, but as the bandy hire, and the amount to be paid to the Chowkedars are entered
as one item, it is difficult to separate the amounts, and although informed that they must clearly
prove their claim, the merchants produced no other accounts. Here, as in the case of the
boat men, the money is made over to the persons in charge of the Bandies, for payment, to the
Chowkedars ; and there is no direct evidence that the bandy men did pay the amount ; but it seems
to me most improbable that merchants, in the constant habit of sending merchandize along the
the same road, should have been imposed upon by their bandy people, and have paid the money
to the bandy men, unless it had been well known, that such duties must be paid to ensure their
goods proceeding to their destination.

1 i e ST
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13 The 8th and 9th merchants filed some Hoondies, dravyn on their correspb.ndents ‘at
Hyaerabad in favor of the Customs Guméshta at Kodada, and which are endorsed as p?‘ld. Fron.x
the wording of the Hoondies, it is clear that they were payments on account of ¢ Rahadari
Mahasul.”

14. A letter said to have been written by this Gumdshta is produced by one of the
merchants in which payment of a sum for Mahasul, is demanded.

15. Also three orfginal Parvanas granted by Salarjung Baha.dl'lr to two .ofthe fﬂcrchanzs, .
and addressed to the different Chowkedars ordering them to refrain from levying duties on- the
bandies specified in the documents. These Parvanas, the merchants state, were totally disre-
garded by the Chowkedars who levied duty all the same, |

16 The fact of these Parvanas being granted, is an .indirect admission th'at duties are
levied at the Chowkies named in it. Now these goods, accordmg.to the accounts of.tne ln?rchants,
paid the five per cent. Sayer at their destination, Hyderabad; if so, all other duties levied we.zre

illegal. ,
7 17. There are no accounts produced to prove the payment of the 5 per cent. The

merchants state, that all such payments are made by their correzspondents on tl:le spot, and that,
the accounts are consequently with them. The abrupt conclusion o.f the enquiry prevented my
enquiring into this point, which could only have been done by Senfimg for. the correspondents,
and their accounts. The rates at Mattivada both for exports and imports include all payments.

18. I had no time to test the veracity of the merchants, by hearing the Chowkedars, version
of the story, owing to the recall of the Officer deputed from Hyderabad, who alone could proc ure

their attendance.

19 Subsequently.the two merchants mentioned in Captain Pollard’s letter* as having

complained to him that duty was levied on their goods on their

* Enclosure of Dlisl‘;;f“to Lﬁ:‘“&ﬁi} passage through Paretala, were summoned. One denied all
%;gﬁl:egl&;i::inB:zoarah 220d Sep-  knowledge of the circumstance, and the other stated that the
tember 1859 - S levey of such duties had ceased for some time past.

20. On the whole, although the merchants except in one instance (viz., the Rupees 416-1 1
case) failed to prove satisfactorily their claim to a refund, still the result of the enquiry has
been to convince me, that transit duties under the name of Metta, Rahdari Mahasul, or Hassil,

$ .
have been levied at the various chowkies, probably by the Chowkedars for their own benefit.

21. As the Custom’s revenue is farmed out, the farmer pays a ?ertain amount to Govern-
ment, and he and his servants make the best thin'g they can out of it. [ think .the arbitrary,
and apparently causeless arrangement of the .tanff, clearly shows that t}-xe.se duties were not
settled by the Nizam’s Government as a substitute for the P.anchotra or legxtxm?te five per cent.
Sayer duty, allowed by the Treaty; butare arbitrary rat(.es imposed at the caprice O,f cach farmer
of Customs. These rates in some instances exceed, and in soms Afall short of the stipulated five
per cent., in other cases, they are levied in addition to it. There seems to be no intelligible
plan on which they are fixed. Thus a bandy load of oil is worth about Rupees 100. On this,
the duties all the way to Mattivada inclusive, would be Company’s Rupees 16, or about Rupees
15 per cent. A bandy load of butter, worth about Rupees 300, ’would be charged the samz

sum or not quite six per cent.

22, [ see thét the Government of India suggest the introduction of passes, which would
no doubt tend to put down these exactions; but unless the farmers of customs, are clearly.given
to understand, that such exactions will not be allowed, and that those who levy therr.) \:vlll be
punished, the passes will be of no more effect than the Parva.nas gran_ted ’by the Minister, or
than all the many orders issued on the subject by Highness His the Nizam's (Fovernment,

Many of the Chowkies mentioned in the foregoing paper have be.en now rfemoved by Khasim
Addowla Bahadir at my suggestion, in accordance with the mstructu?ns received by.both of us.
I will give a list of the names when I answer your Yadast on the subJect of bou‘ndanes.

(True Copy.) -
© (Signed) G. THORNHILL,
Acting Collectar,
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Statement showins ! . . ) .
10wing the rates of Mahasul levied on Goods sent to Nizam’s countries by the Merchants from Juggiahpetta
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Nore.—-All these Rupees are Hyderabad bicca Rupees.

(Signed) A.J. MELVILLE,

Acting Head Assistant Collector,

(Signed) G. THORNHILL, Adcting Collector.

(True Copy.)
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Excrosvre 1L

Statement showing the rate of Rahadari levied on goods purchased at Mattevada and brought

to Juggiapett.

On goods purchased at Mattevada.
Names of goods. Weight. lN .
’ ursime- o0ocne-
Mattevada. loopetta.| munchi. Kodada.
v xs. |a.'P. gs.la. [p. ‘\ns. A.'\P. RS. A-‘P.
VA% coesiereereneneene | For full bandy oeeeveeene- 6looz2loozloo 9]0o0
, For small do. .- .| 4 ol 018 g 1 g of 7140
260 connnreessseenes FOT full bandy .cooecoeen ¢lolo2|o002 ol 6114/ 0
Cheranee For small do.y ............ 410 061 8 0l 1 (8). 0 6100
ingi 1 PO veaeeres For full bandy ..ceeeasens 6100 2(00 2 o 8180
Giogily Oil For emall dov woveeeen 1 4folo1]8 8’ 1 g: of 7|70
............. For full bandy .ceeveerees 6100210 2 0f 8|80
Buttef croceere ' For small 4o, vrerorron sloo1 so1|80 1170
1180 nnneeneno | FOT full bandy .oooeeeienes "418 021002 of 6|40
Antelope horns For small do. +orrrro 3 1(3)} 018 g' 1180 5|00
‘ vereieeene For full bandy eeeeeseeee 2 0 2 o0 21860
Bofkloe horns For amall do. +reod 1141011180118 of 2(00
....... For full band tereseseerr.|Not known.| 2 0 2 : 1080
jCloths eoceoe e For small Bor o do. | 1180 118! 0Notknown.
...... _\For full bandy werereneee| 010 002]00/2(00 17180
Carpetseesseemeer For small do.” worservoree ol0 o808 ol 15|35 0
Forabundle of 8 Carpets. 01100 0 0] 0 0 Ol 00 0]0i0
’ I NoTE.—All these Rupees are Hyderabad Sicca Rupecs.
(Signed) R.J. MELVILLE,
) Acting Head Assistant Collector.
(True Copy-)
(Signed) G. THORNHILL,
Acting Collector.
No ﬁe, OnrpeR THEREON, 7th November 1860, No. 2,208.

1. With this letter the Acting Collector of the Kistna Pistrict forv?ards the report on
the illegal exactions said to have made from traders under British protection, by the Customs
Officers of His Highness the Nizam, called for in the Orders of the 19th May.and 1st Augx.xst
last, Nos. 1,042 and 1,644, Public Works Department. The duty of conducting the enquiry
devolved upon Mr. Melville, the Acting Hgad Assistant Collector, who has made a full and clear

report. _ .
ent to the Resident at Hyderabad with reference to former
, if now satisfied as to the truth of the

¢ for repayment to the parties

2. The papers will be s
correspondence on the subject, and he will be requested f n
complaint regarding the sum of Rupees 416-11-0, to remit i
concerned. .
or in Council also resolves to report this correspondence for the information

3. The Govern ce fo
in continuation of former reports and to transmit it to

of the Secretary of State,

ment of India.
(Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON,

Secretary to Governmant.

the Govern-
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Ordered that the following letter be despatched.

No. 117, From J, D. BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Fert Saint

Georyge, to the Resident at Hyderahad, dated 7th November 1860, No. 2,299,

Officers of His Highness the Nizam, to recall to your
recollection that, when on Your suggestion, an enquiry into the
whole question by delegates from both Goveruments was ordered
and in fact had commenced, a st -
From Government of India, to Resi- . ’ op was put to, further proceed
dent 7th July 1860, No, %519, 1ngs and the Hyderabad delegate was recalled in consequence of
h 5, e . .
Paragrap an order from the Government of India, intimating that such
an enquiry was unnecessary,

Paragraph 11 of Resident's letter 201t
April 1860, No. 507,

2. In communicating the foregoing order from the Supreme Government to the Collector

of the Kistna District, this Government directed him to con-
G'Pf)'w'ftn_“g““ 1860, No. 1,644, tinue the investigation so far as

points referred to in the latter part of the 5th Paragraph of my
letter to you of the 19} May 1860, |

Mr. Knox were for the 5 per cent. duty leviable under the treaty a

as intimated in your letter of R4th April last, No, §15.

3. Mr. Melville, the Acting Head Assistant, to whom the Collector of the Kistna

District intrusteq this duty, has now sent in a Report; a copy of

which is herewith transmitted for your information, Under the

tircamstances, the enquiry has necessarily been one sided ; there being no meang ofexamim'ng the
individuals complained against,

viz., Custom Officers of His Highness the Nizam, By as far as it
goes there appears no reason to

doubt that the complaints of exactjong are substantially true ; the
evidence is just what might be expected in cases of this nature,

Dated 24th August 1860, No, 21.

ures to my letter
The examination of five of these persons, in the

Nizam’s Government, 8o¢s 1o show ¢hat Rupees 7}
which having been loaded at placeg within the British
sea ports the out-lying Hyderabad villages of Vustapalli,
all situated on the north bank of ¢he Kist This as Mr.
transit duty,

to your address of the 13th April last,
presence of the Officer deputed by the
were at that time levied on every boat
territory passed on its way to our own
Kodavatakallu, and Atkir,
"Melville observes is clearly a

na,

5. The second case reported on relates to dutjes levied on goods sent from our territories
to Sccunderabad, the Residency Bazar and Mattavada al} belonging to the Nizam. The orly
articles sent to the two former places are « gruff goods ;" and on these a levy of Rupees 1-4-0
per bandy, if to Secunderabad, and Rupees 4.8.0, if to the Residency Bazar, is‘ said to have
been made at Kodadu, (3 village just beyond our limits) irrespective of the regular 5
duty which is levied when the goods reach their destination.

6. In the case of
different.

per cent,

goods sent from Jaggiapetta to Mattavada the
Three chawkies, viz., Kodadu,

procedure is somewhat
Kuchimanchi and Narasimhapetta have to be passed.

At
the other two the charge is invariably 2 Rupees for a large and Rupees 1-8-0 fur a small bandy.
6 Rupees for a large and
Rupees a maund, and cloths a fixed rate on their

The duties on goods consigned to Jagziapetta from Mattavada, are levied iy a similar
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%o Mr. Melville’s letter,  All thess
ment whic

‘ ‘ i ich is lawful under the
manner, as shown 11 the &1 y illegal, with the exception of the last, wh
-]

. o be certainl oods. .
exctions appear ¢ £ 5 per cent. of the value of the g ; ies levied on articles
t in excess of & p e No. 1 shows the various duties * of Brivich

. . o
i  Munigela Paragans, which though a par
avaram 1n o

hat of the Nizam. These again are decidedly transit
at o

treaty, if no
7. The eleventh column o

i ad
passing from Jaggiapetta to M

. ounded by t

itory, is entirely surr ) ..

territory, ' 1 the parwénas alluded to in the 13,.15 and 16 .parsar

‘ils’ o to esta};lish the fact of the practice of illegal exactions:
$0 go

i te
ille’s Report a . . t have, I am dxrected‘ to state,
s of Mr. Memll:i:g the results of the enquiry this Governmen They are aware that

ties.
e 8. The wording of the hén

grap) i ishing information. o

but in thu.s recap'ltut (except on one point) beyond furnishing mb? ct of determining the localities-

no immediate object tion with the Minister takefx up the subje « Rahdari” and other illegal’

you have in c}’mlfh“e“if:y of the Sayer, and of Puttmghan end to employed may be. successful,
. . .

for chawkies for xpress a hope that the measure dat

exactions, and they have only to f: ;’is the disposal of the sum of Rupees 416-11-0 notice

excepte

int” - re that it was-
9. The ¢ one point b 2 of this letter. Mr. Melville's enquiries seem to prove that it
agraph 2 o

i t uest, with
P e illezal : and should you be satisfied of the fact, I have to req
ted and that it was illegal

, ill remit the money to be:
coflec letter of the 24th April 1860, No. 845, that you wi
reference to your le

| ~
repaid to the parties.

t of Fort Saint-
0 Secretary to the Governmen
OURDILLON, Esq-o ) . ber 1860'
No. 118 From J}.]DS.B otary to the Government of India, dated 7th Novem

George, to the Secr .

No. 2,300,

j tions on the Masulipatam

.Sl“'_ f e to the recent correspondence on th.e :l:,bje:;:eoé iist::ms oo of s T

e fromlf Igizam I am directed to forward the

- l:oted in’the margin®* which will inform

Flf:egovemment of India of thfa further pro-
ceedings which have been taken in the matter.

® Letter fro ung Ouec Distri t .loflh Se t.
m Ac¢ 44 C tor of Kistna tric 3 P

5 5, with enclosures. 0. No. 2,208,
P wb«:hi?;;: in,G‘:):ernment, 7th Novr, 1860, y
roce

Letter tothe Resident at H\delabad, “rh NOUelevl ‘bﬁo,
NU- 2.499.
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