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No. 220. | Read the following letter from _Lieutenént‘:-'Célo'r;el W- H HORSLEY Chi’éf :
Engineer, to J. _D."B(_)URDILLON‘, Esq., Secretary to Government, dated Chepauk,
26th September 1860, No. 5,211 :— - . S ST o P e

Six, . . L ,
1. In their Order dated the 15th _Ma‘rch 1839, No. 595, Government, in relaxing the'R 1
for promotion of certain Subordinates in the Department, directed that as vegards the i)tomo?ioe .
of Sub-Overseers from one class to another, the sew Rules shall not apply to persons in thn
service prior to 1st January 1857 Under this Rule and under the Osder of Government dateg
11th June 1859, No. 1,444, Colonel Bell -promoted several Sub-Overseers from 2ud to ’thevlsg
class, 3rd grade, when there were vacancies in the Depariment, andron the recommendation of
District Engineers that they wefe men of superiot practical qdaliﬁcati’on. ' . )

g, 1In the revised Rules, however, for entrance to and promotion in the Pui;lic Works
blished in the Official Gazette of the Zod March last, this provision is altogether
paragerph 14 omitted, while there are two others, under one of which : Sub-

. Overseer may, after seven years' service, be promoted - from
! either of the two classes to an Assistant Querseet, without passing the preséribed examination
- when the circumstances are such as, in the opinion of the Chief Lagineer, fully to warrant thé
: . exception ; and under the other 2 Sub-Overseer, who entered the Department prior to st
’ January 1859, may be .prqmoted by-passing the examination prescribe_d in paragraph 11, Notiﬁc;.
o tion No, 1.of 23rd June 1857.

3, If such Sub-Overseers as display superior practical qualiﬁcatién; a matter of great
importance in the Department, can be thus promoted to the Upper Subordinate branch 1 see
S no reason why they may not be promoted from one class to another of their own inferio.r l’)ra;ch
v of the service. I consider that a Rule for promoting Sub-Overseers from one class to another
. for superior practical knowledge and meritorious services, will be of great value in the Depart

‘ ment, as ib will, on the one hand, z}ﬂ'ord Sub-Overseers of the Department a stimulus to exe\iion‘
! and, on the other, place in the hands of the District Engineers the means of rewarding gew;ce;
and merit by recommendipg them for promotibn on the occurrence of a vacancy. SuZh excep:
tional cases will, powever, only be admitted on andoubted practical qualification, and upon :?:e
strong }'ecommendation of the District Engineer coupled with evidence that the inability to
seribed examination is attributable only to original defective education. Iam of

£ ~ pass the pre
opinion that such a Rule is more particularly desirable in the case of men who entered the

s " Department prior to the Notification of June 23rd 1857, and I therefore beg leave to submit the
matter for th :

« T T

-

Department, pu

o

e favorable consideration of Government:

No. 221 ORDER THEREON, ]5th October 1860, No. 2,148,
In this letter the Chief Engineer recommends, for reasons stated, that a Rule should
be passed, permitting the promotion of Sub-Overseers from one class to another in exceptional
cases, for superior practical knowledge and meritorious service, without the necessity of passin
the p'rescribed exawination, in like manner as ‘Gub+Overseers may be promoted to the rank :*;'
Assistant Overseer. 1o PTOPOSe hat these exceptional promotions should be made by the
Chief Engineer on the recommendation of the District Engineer; and not like ordiary Pl‘};mo-.
ns of Sub-Overseers, by the District Engineer ouly. . . , ‘

2. The Government approve and sanction Colonel Horsley's proposition ; but they consider
ice ought to be fixed in this case, as in the analogous case of
¢ Overseer on the same grounds. They resolve to fix this

1.

e

e

tio

that a minimum texat of serv
to the rank of Assistan

promotion
1 " minimum s_ery'ice at four years in that class of Sub-Overseer out of which the. individual is to
4 be promoted. ‘The Chief Engineer will submit for approval a draft Rule in accordance with this
order. o : .
o be fully anderstood that promotions under th.is order are

; 3. The Government wish it t
to be really exceptional, and only to be allowed for very special qualifications.

{ ‘ | , | (Sigqed) 7. D. BOURDILLON,
| . , Secretary to Government.

S
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