


PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.
PUBLIC.
No. L of 1860.

THE RIGHT HONORABLE THE SECRETARY
OF STATE FOR INDIA.

Rieur HoNorABLE SIr,

1. We have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your two letters in this department
dated 20th October 1859 Nos. 27 and 28, the former having reference to oar proceedings re-
lating to the works on the sea face of Fort Saint George, and the latter to the verandahs ordered

by us to be built to the barracks in the fort.

2. Respecting the former of these works you state your concurrence in the disapproval
expressed by the Government of India, and observe that to authorize an expenditure of nearly
two lacks, is beyond the competency even of that Government. And with regard to the bar-
racks you signify dissatisfaction that the execution of the work was ordered by this Government

without awaiting sanction from Calcutta. It appears to us that both these despatches were

written under some misapprehension of the facts ; and we now beg therefore to bring those facts
to your recollection.

3. We have to observe, in the first place, that the alteration made in the plan of the re-
storative works on the sea face of the fort, by our resolution of the 3rd May 1859, received the
unqualified approval of the Government of India ; the only point, therefore, which we have now
to deal with is the supposed informality of our proceeding.

4, On this we have first to mention that the work was urgent. This fact was several
years ago so fully recognized that in 1854 the Honorable the Court of Directors gave authority
to this Government to proceed at once with such of the repairs

Military Despatch 28th June 1854 y ; ’
No. 53. then recommended, though not formally sanctioned, as might
be counsidered most urgent.

5. Again Lord Stanley in his Military despatch dated 7th April 1859 No. 46, writing of
these fortifications, informed us of his conclusion * that it is necessary to maintain Fort Saint
¢ George for the protection of the seat of the Government and of the commercial interests of
¢ Madras, and that all proper and necessary measures should be -adopted as early as practicable

“ to place the fort in as much security against attack as circumstances admit.”

6. Further we beg to point out that under instructions from the late Court of Directors in

the despatch above quoted,* estimates for the restoration of the

3 i’:ﬁ?lgl’;t;‘s"ss‘* et fortification; to the aggregate amount of Rupees 14,37,210 were
prepared some years ago by the Chief Engineer, of which Ru-

pees 4,74,550 represented the works necessary to the sea face. Of this latter sum works to the
amount of Rupees 1,12,000 had been actually sanctioned by the Government of India,} and
+ 16ih Jasnary 1898 Ho: 0% \lvsefe in course of execution at the date of our order of May
59 ; and there was no doubt whatever that the whole of the

remaining estimates would likewise be sanctioned.

7. The works sanctioned in our order just quoted were estimated to cost Rupees 1,50,000,
and works subsequently sanctioned on the Ist QOctober to the amount of Rupees 18,500, a dded
to the amount expended prior to the order, being Rupees 31,367, and a small estimate of Ru-
pees 8,775, sanctioned in April, raise the total cost of the sea face, under the new plan of pro-
ceeding, to Rupees 2,38,642. Thus under the new plan, the fortifications of the sea face were
to be restored at a total cost of little more than two lacks and a quarter, instead of four lacks
and three quarters; and according to the concurrent opinion of the highest Military and Mili-
tary Engineering authorities of this Presidency, the new works would be far more effectual than
those before designed ; an opinion, we may remark, subsequently fully confirmed by the Caleutte




authorities. Such being the facts,
that we were not com
planned works, only half of what ha
designed ; and we trust that when ¢
contained in the cope]
cable,

and the urgency of the o

ase undoub(.cd, it
mitting eyen

I
appeared to ugd
an irregularity In sanctionj

oning an expenditure op the new]
d been either actually or vi

virtually sanctioneq for those before
he facts are fhyg before

JOou, you will see th
of the seconq Paragraph o

uding part f your despatch No,

at the censure
27 is not appli-

noticed in your letter No,

28, we beg to refer
of the 7th April 1859 al

ready cited, You

tes for its improvement should b
Ioss of time, We admit that i

ought to have beey
Secretary of State,

rgent necessity, closely
of the European Regiment in ¥

tin Fort Saint George, our Proper course wag o
take that copyse which woylg apply the Decessary remedy at the earliest possible time, We there-
¥ July 15th 1859 No, ga1, fore directed ¢

f the work, Teporting the
ment of India which was
fully accorded,

a copy of your despatch No. 28 1,
Proceedings 10th Jan, 1849 Ko. 80, Sliie Engmeer with orders to

the instructions in
estimates,

as been transmitteq to the
attend strictly for th

¢ future 1o
paragraph 2 respecting pl

ans to accompany
We have the honor to be,

Right Honorable Sir,

Fort Saint George,
th Jan, 1860, }

Your most obedient humble Servants,

Exd., Wm, Thomas,

b |
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FORT SAINT GEORGE

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT,

Letter to the Right Honorable
the Secretary of State JSor India,
Dated 9¢), January,

No. 1 of 1860.

Replying to the despatches having reference to the
PToceedings of this Government, relating to the works

on the geq face of Fort Saint Gcorgc and to the verane

dahs ¢ the barracks in the fort.
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