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N L o ‘ " 7 - .- o ' 4 R ¢ No, 49. Read the following letter, from Céptain MAIDEN, Commanding H. M. Steamer
. S Lo R k \ o _" R . M . C . ¢ Thistle; ” to D. ¥. CARMICUAEL, Esq., Private Secretary to the Houorable the
o o R T S A ! : . : ] o Governer, Madras, dated Nellore, 27th December 1859.

N T - o . - ’ - ' . I have the honor to repert for the information of His Excellency the Governor, the fall-
) . L : o ing of the Pennair river so low, as to leave no hope of the * Thistle” getting above Nellore this

4 " - N ! A - r
- N - - ,
. I

; y . : N N .

g S ‘ . A . : L season.

[N N . _— T ‘ S ‘ R S e T l j e The vessel will be able to proceed probably in June. To save expense, I would respect-
IR L ; 4 o . o ) 1. " fully suggest, that orders be?ven to discharge the crew, leaving the Serang and two men in

' : o ST coeT charge of the steamer, under the supervision of the officer in charge of the Nellore anicut.

. 3 Ce : L SR - N I shall also feel obliged if you would let me know if it is His Excellency’s pleasure, that
- o . < o ST . ‘ ’ ‘ o * 1 return to my duties at Masulipatam. . ) .
L ‘ - ' ' . S < . In continuation of my report dated the 2Gth of November, I have the honor to inform you,
o ‘ . o - ‘ . - ’ . e '~.' I left Masulipatam at day light on the 27th, the threatening state of the weather obliged us to
o . Lo T o S ‘ - ) cl ] o L return the same afternoon. We left again on the morning of the 3vd of December, weather
’ ) ’ A . - o AR I L L L very fine, made the land near Isukapalle about 10 a. 1. on the 4th. It had blown fresh during
S T L R T I U - R o the night, and at the time the scd was so high we could not geta boat off. Tried at some other
o ST e e T [N o Y - S villages near the mouth of the Pennair with no better success. We lay to all the night of the
. T : ot oo Ct : o - IR 4th, and on the morning of the 5th, made another attempt to get a Pilot, but the wind and sea had

- ' B ) 3 : 5 . T - - .
- ‘ ' - : ' - , - . n K - increased during the night so much, that Kattamarams eould not get off, we were short of wood.

The bearings of the furnace bars had given way, rendering it difficult to keep steam up above
15 1bs. Under these civcumstances, T considered it prudent to run for Middy river, a fine place
of shelter for vessels of light draught of water.

There we repaired our furnace, and purchased fuel ;. left for the Pennair on the night of
the 9th, crossed the Bar of the Pennair at G A. M. on the 10th; from the difficulty of getting
the steamer over some sand banks almost dry, did not get up to Nellore until Sunday the 11th
instant. From the 12th to the 14th, employed making preparations to get the steamer over the
anicut, on the 15th the steamer crossed the anicut. In heaving the steamer over, she received

some injury, and it was necessary to dock her for repair. This was done on the 17th. The

repairs were completed and vessel out of dock on the 21st.

; 4
; On the 22nd and 23rd, Mr. Cotton and myself examined the sand banks for some distance
.o above the anicut, and found in many places less than a foot of water. We were thus reluc-
7 i tantly compelled _to aband.ou the attempt of getting the -vessel above her present moorings, as
v a useless expenditure of time and money.
‘h t - &i
\ -7 1
R No. 50. OrDER THEREON, 13th January 18G0, No. 109.
x
w

Paragraph 1. In this letter the Commander of the steamer ¢ Thistle” reports the progress
made by that vessel, from the date of j i asulipa

Paragraph 30 of the Minute of the . - e of t] s i i £ its lea'vmg :MdSllllPatam

gray In pursuance ot the Instructions issued to him to examine the

Honorable the President dated Rathdy )
15th October 1859. navigation of the lower course of the Pennair.

2. The * Thistle” left Masulipatam on the 3rd December but owing to untoward circume-
stances she did not cross the bar of the Pennair until the 10th or reach Nellore until the 11th.
On the 15th she crossed the anicut, in doing which she sustained some damage which was

B o

CETare e e -

I A e

xS

. L=
Y soon repaired as the vessel is reported to have been out of dock on the 21st ultimo.
. b 8. Tn consequence of the falling of the river there appears to be no hope of getting
,.‘? the ¢ Thistle” above Nellore this season and probably not until June next, and the Commander
- 2l _suggests that in the mean time the crew should be discharged leaving the Syrang and two men
A ‘ in charge of the steamer under the supervision of the officer in charge of the anicut.
) T . . .
: RO ) 4. The Government approve of Captain Maiden’s proposalsin respect of the crew of the
P ¢ Thistle” and they request that he will on the receipt of these orders pay up and discharge the
| r Iy o - i \‘ Yo A Y ‘ (i‘
B oo ~ . \. ¢ T ¢ ) r ' \?4
R . . | it N . v - ' » ’ E4 ! ¥ Iy ~ =~ " ’
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Proceedings of the Muadras Government, Public FWorks Department, :
Jor the month of January 1660.

i

xfnenh with the exception of those required for the care of the vessel until the return of the
t;les es, and return to his duties at Masulipatam. The Chict Engincer will be requested to have
@ necessary instructions issued to the officer at the anicut to bold charge of the stcamer

y *}’) The Government expect that Captain Maiden will furnish a more detailed accouat of
1s observations as directed in his instructjons, They would also wish to have from him 2 state

x}?ent of the cost per month of maintaining the steamer, and of the charges already incurred o
er account,

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Seeretary-
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