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No. 47. From Licutenant-Colonel J. H. BELL, Chief Engineer; to J. D. BOURDILLON
Esq., Secretary to Government, dated 5th January 1860, No. 8812. ’

I have the honor to forward an estimate amounting to Rupees 16,520 for the restoration
o . of the bridge, over the Ai4r, at the point of its junction with the
1 letter from DlstrlctrEngmeer, date Cauvery, on the high road from Trichi A X
22nd November 1859. ’ 2 richinopoli to Salem, in the
1 Sketch. ichi i distri i .
Sketch Trichinopoli district, carried away by a large tree floating down

1 Abstract estimate for Rupees 16,520. .
’ the stream, during the heavy floods of November 1858,

2, The Aisr was formerly spaned by 5 arches, of 30 feet span each, of brick in chunam
work, but the District Engineer with the view of allowing more waterway, and preventing a
similar occurrence, has proposed the restoration of the communication by the construction
of a lattice bridge of 3 bays 635 feet span each, of the same form
&c., as described in my letter,} submitting the revised estimate
for reconstruction of the Cidumirti bridge in the same district. ’

+ On the Cddumaurti bridge.

3. At present, there is one abutment with wing walls left standing, portions of foundations
to piers there are also, but too much shaken to be of any use. The abutment, with a little ad-
dition, will be made use of, in the reconstruction of the bridge, in the proposed plan, but two
new piers and the western abutment 16 feet in height of brick in chunam, will be built anew,
with a good apron, between retaining walls, and extending 30 feet to the rear. The proposed
plan has my approval and the estimate has been examined and found correct.

4. This line is a very important one connecting and forming the only means of communi-
cation, between the two large towns of Bangaldr and Trichinopoli vid Salem.

5. I have explained in my letter of this date, No. 8311, that the order of Government
of the 30th March 1859, has been so lately Lrought to my notice that have not bad time to
make the complete comparison required by Government. 1 have, however, no doubt of the
superior advantages of the lattice bridge. I therefore request the early sanction of Government
for the accompanying estimate amounting to Rupees 16,520, to be defrayed from the funds allot-
ted for repairs in the district for the current year.

No. 48. ORDER THEREON, 13th January 1860, No. 108.

With these letters the Chief Engineer submits for sanction two estimates amounting
together to Rupees (31,520) thirty-one thousand five hundred and tweaty for constructing lattice
bridges, in lieu of the masonry ones destroyed by the late floods, over the Cidumirti and Aiar
rivers on the high road from Trichinopoli to Coimbatfic and Salem respectively.

2. In paragraph 2oftheir order March 30th 1839 No. 743 the Government expressed their
expectation of receiving with these estimates full explanation of the comparative advantages and
cost of each mode of structure. The required report has not, however, been submitted owing to
the central office establishment having omitted to apprise the Chief Engineer of the !‘equisifio
of Government ; but Colonel Bell states that he is * decidedly of opinion that the advant'wIt
to be gained from the proposed plan, which gives greater length and height to the ba s‘ ::t
the bridge, render it much to be preferred to one of brick arches.” 4

3. On this assurance, the Government sanction the two estimates of Rupees 15,000 1
16,520 respectively. They still, however, desire to be furnished with the comparative s" itemn a“:
in question at an early date. tatements

4. ‘The expenditure now sanctioned will be defrayed, as proposed, from the repair f
allotted 1 the distsict for the current year. patr funds

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Ciief Secretary.
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