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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,

for the month of May 1860.
USSR e e e e e e

———

No. 109. Read the following letter from Colonel J. H. BELL, Chief Engineer, to J. D.
BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretary to Government, dated Chepauk, 9th May 1860,

No. 265 :—

I have the honor to forward the accompanying letter and enclosure, the latter addressed to
yourself from Mrs. Sophia Wilkins, widow of the late Assistant
Overseer Thomas Wilkins, praying for a Pension for herself and
children. :

Dated 27th March 1860,

2, The late Mr. Wilkins belonged to the Corps of Carnatic Ordnance Artificers, and his
services were transferred in January 1852 to the Public Works Department as an Assistant
Overseer, in which he remained until his death on the 3rd August 1856. His services in this

Department consequently extended over a little more than four years, while in the Ordnance

ment it is reckone hi ; hs. It
See Extract Minutes of Consaltation, Department it is reckoned at thirteen years and seven months. |

dated 14th January 1860, No, 13.

Letter from the Acting Civil Engi-
neer, 8th Division, dated 4th
August 1856, No. 124.

further appears he was admitted as a pupil in January 1838, and
was in November 1841 posted to the Corps of the Carnatic
Ordnance Artificers, that he remained in the Gun Carriage
Manufactory till January 1844, when he was ordered to join the

Arsenal at Masulipatam.

That in 1847 he was ordered to Nagpore, whence in 1849 he was sent

to Saugor to do duty in the Arsenal there,

where he remained till he was posted to this Depart-

ment. 'The late Mr. Wilkins from the time he was transferred to this Department was employed

v Seo ottor dated 4th Avgust 1856 on the.Trunk Cotton Roads in TinneYelly, and it is reported*®

No. 124, s » as to his character and qualifications that Captain Paxton, the

Executive Officer spoke frequently of them to the Civil Engi-

neer in terms of the highest commendation. He was also well known to Major ITorsley, when
Civil Engineer, 8th Division, who had a good opinion of him.

3. Mrs. Wilkins claims a Pension in virtue of herlate husband’s long and faithful services,
and on the ground that she isa cripple and incapable of earning a livelhood for herself and
children. It is understood that two of her boys have been admitted as Orphans in the Military
Male Asylum.

4. TIn consideration of the late Mr, Wilkins’ services extending over a period of eighteen

ears and the favorable mention made by Officers who were

Mrs. Lincoln, Extract Minutes Con- . R . . ..
1 enltation, 12th May 1826, No. 295. acquainted with him, and the peculiar and helpless condition of the

Mrlsésglﬂﬁ'gggbs do, 29tk Jume  idow and the destitute state of the family, I beg to recommend
ersésoshvl?’ 2co do. bohJany. that a Pension of Rupees fifteen per mensem may be granted
» 8O 205 to Mis. Wilkins as has been done in similar cases noted in the
margin.t
No. 110. ORDER THEREON, 17th May 1860, No. 1,031.

Mrs. Wilkins is not entitled to a Pension by the Rules: and the Government find nothing

i her case of so exceptional a nature as to justify them in recommending that a special Pension

should be given to her.

(Signed) . J. D. BOURDILLON,
Secretary to Government.
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