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- . Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,

Srom 11eh to 17th June 1859.
%
No. 49. Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel J. II. BELL, Chief Engineer ;

to J. D. BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretary to Government, dated 25th May 1859,

No. 829.
I have the honor to forward herewith the correspondence noted in the margin, between
- .  North Aveot the District Engineer of North Arcot and
istrict ineer of Nor rco . . R .
From District Engin Tas, this Office, on the subject of a deficiency in
" 15;1111 JunuDary ls.sg. 4 - the cash chest of the late Corporal Willy of
n 13t 0. 0. ¢ 1
" lotb Do do. b ench By the Sappers und Miners, a Sub-Overseer of
17th Febraary 1859 with cash Book. -
: 8th April 18y59, with 1 Enclosure, % th.e 1st dass" who  was employed under
Y l::;,y. Ndo'h  reot Lieutenant Clay, Executive Engineer, and
ji rcot, . )
'f):tg()imlt;lzchtJa?:%z-eyerlssgi died on the 4th January 1859,
b .
. 2:?:1 Febgzury ng\ . 2. In his letter of the 19th January last,
. th 1}:’:{‘ gg-:’ Mr. Dopping, the late District Engineer, com-
¥ 17th May do. municated a letter to his address from Lieute-

nant Clay withan Account Current of the re-
ceipts and disbursements of Mr. '\r‘ﬁ}ly‘,wlletween the 18th and 31st December 1858, shewing a
balance of Rupees 715-14-8, which should have been in his hands on the latter date, of this sum
only Rupees 580-9-0 were fonnd in the cash chest, leaving a deficiency of Rupees 135-5-8 unac-
counted for, Lieutenant Clay reperted at the same time that it was possible this sum had been
paid by Mr. Willy, but that no voucher was then forthcoming, and that he had requested the
“ President of the Committee of Adjustinent” under whose orders Mr. Willy’s effects were
sold, not to hand over the amount realized, ®atil some settlement had been come to about the

.

recovery of the deficiency. ) ‘

3. The District Engineer was called upon to explain the circumstance under which a
sum of Rupees 1,000 was given to Mr. Willy atthe end of a month, when owing to the
Christmas holidays, little or no more work was likely to be done that month, as also to ascer-
tain what payments, if any, were made by Mr. Willy, and not charged in his accounts. The ex.
planation afforded not being satisfactory further information was called for, which was afforded
by Lieutenant Clay in his letter to the District Ingincer dated the 15th March received from
the present District Engineer on the 11th Ultimo. )

4. It appears from this explanation that Mr. Willy bad Rupees 862-14-8 on the 1st
December 1858, and paid between that date and the 13th Rupees 270-7-7 leaving a balance of
Rupees 92-7-1 in his hands. As no entries of expenditure appear to have been made between
the 13th and 18th December, this balance was found by Lieutenant Clay to be correct on his
examination of Mr. Willy's cash chest on the latter date. In addition to this, he received on
the 19th December from the Teroovalum Talook Rupees 500 the amount of two cheques for
Rupees 250 each, which were given to him by Lieutenant Clay on the 9th of that month.
This makes up the total cash with Mr. Willy on the 19th December to Rupees 592-7-2 of
which Bills for Rupees 376-8-6 are stated to have been paid by him up to the 31st December,
but no entries of these payments appear in his cash book, on the 24th December 1858 Mr.
Willy received from the Tahsildar of the same Talook Rupees 509 the amount of two cheques
sent to him by Lieutenant Clay the day previous, and no entry of this receipt occurs in his
cash book, but this sum was found correct in a sealed bag, as received from the Tahsildar.

5. Ibeg to draw attention to the original cash book of Mr. Willy in which an entry is
made on the 9th December 1858 of the receipt of the amouxt of two cheques given to him on
that date, which were not cashed until the 19th or 10 days after the entry was made. The
cash book is closed neither monthly nor daily, and appears to have been kept in a most careless
manner. Lieutenant Clay’s best attention should have beea given to-Mr. Willy's accounts,
particularly after the circumstances brought to the notice of Mr. Dopping in his letter of the
9th December, connected with the irregularities in the accounts of Mr. Willy and other sub-
ordinates under Lieutenant Clay. This letter was referred to him for his explanation, ang he
was thus warned of the necessity for exercising great vigilance over their accounts,

v B T L ik e b B e, e e T T s e 2 T T g Sk Amioh 3 bmte o e ased n
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public FPorks Department,

Jrom 11¢h to 17th June 1859,
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. 6. Lieutenant Clay is I consider much to blame for having given two cheques to Mr. Willy,
without satisfying himself that the Sub-Overseer’s wants were such as to require an expenditure
of this amount, in the manner laid down in the Rules.® Not
considering his explanation satisfactory, I called upon him to
state distinctly why he departed from this rule, and his
reply dated the 9th I beg to submit,

As the late Mr. Willy was more directly responsible for the deficiency in his cash chest,

I submit for the decision of Government that the Estate of the deceased should be called upon
to make good the sum of Rupees 135-5-8.

¢ Para. 6 of the Rules fur drawing
Funds, page 394.

No. 50. ORDER. THEREON, 14th June 1859, No. 1464,

. Para. 1. The Chief Engineer submits a correspondence between the District Engincer of
North Arcot and the Central Office, regarding a deficiency of Rupees 135-5-8 in the late Sub-

Qverseer Willy’s cash chest, discovered on his death ; and recommends that the amount be re-
covered from the Estate of the deceased.

. 2. From the papers submitted, it appears that on the 18th December Lieutenant Clay ex-
afmned Mr. Willy’s cash chest, and found the balance in band correct according to his beok,
viz. Rupees 92-7-2. On the 19th December, Mr. Willy received from the Trivallum Tahsildar
on a draft by Lieutenant Clay, the sum of 500 Rupees, and a like sum on the 24th; making &
total of Rupees 1,092-7-2 to be accounted for, No entries of payments appear in Mr. Willy’s
accm.mts after the Oth December; but Rupees 376-8-, are ascertained to have been disbursed
by hlfn up to the 31st December, though not entered in his cash book; the sums found on the
examination of his cash chest after his death, consisted of the last remittance of Rupees 500 in
a sealed bag, and Rupees 80-9 besides, thus leaving a deficiency of Rupees 133-5-8.

. 8. In explanation of the large sums placed in the Sub-Overseer’s hands it was stated by
Lieutenant Clay, the Executive Officer under whom he served, that on the 8th December he
sent .Mr. Willy two cheques (Nos. 458 and 439) for Rupees 250 each for the half month’s ex-
penditure; and that on the 23rd he sent him two more (Nos. 504 and 505) for the same amount ;
that as Christmas day fell on a Saturday, and no money is issued from the Talook Treasuries
after the 27th, the two last cheques were sent to enable Mr. Willy to draw the money Ebat
mfmth, S0 as to pay all outstanding demands. This explanation being dcemed insufficient
I.‘leutemmt Clay was called on to state whether the two second cheques were given oD applica-
tion according to the prescribed form ; and he replied that no written application for funds was
made, but that Mr. Willy had ! . P =00 and as he (Lieutenant Clay)

. i ¥ had personally applied for Rupees o
recollected this application on the 23rd he sent the cheques.

4. The Chief Engincer then called on Lieutenant Clay to explain why hrl b,ad i?:::i
from the “ rules for drawing funds” and why he had omitted to see that Mr. Wi h_y s ¢ s
was balanced according to Rule 32 pago 399 C. O. D. P W. To the first of these QU8 1
Licutenant Clay replied that the cheq:es were supplied without the required st.atemea ication
the money was wanted to pay for work actually pexformed, and because a written dppuestion,
could not have reached in time to be cashed that month. With regard to the seclcénh -qthat -
Lieutenant Clay explained that he examined the Sub-Overseer's books on the btr ; ot the
went into the District from the 20th to 23rd, and again from 27th to 3lst De'cem et h,e 2g and
Ist January was a holiday, the 2nd Sunday, and that Mr, Willy was taken ill on
died on the 4th.

5. The foregoing review shows much culpable carelessness on the part of
both as to inspecting the accounts of Mr. Willy, and advancing him money 3 ts subor-
standing that he had already been warned of the careless way in which the accounts of his 5}1 :
dinates were kept. e seems indeed to have failed to detect serious habitual defects In the
accounts, even whenhe did examine them; and itis no wonder therefore that the faults continu-
ed. For example, he did not notice the omission to balance the accounts, ot the entry Of: cash
before it was received. Lieutenant Clay is also to blame for the careless mauner in which he
advanced cash to his subordinate in disregard of the rules. °

Lieutenant Clay,
and this potwith-
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
from V1th to 17th June 1859.
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6. After the facts thus brought before Government in connection with Lieutenant ('Jlay.'s
performance of his duties, the Governor in Council feels that he can have no confidence in his
supervision of the expenditure of his subordinates. But befo.re passing final orders on the case,
the Government wish to have a report from the Chzef Engineer on the general conduct and
qualifications of Lieutentant Clay since he has been in the Department; and they request that
Colonel Bell will submit such a report on an early date. :

7. As suggested by the Chief Engineer, the deficit will be recovered from the Estate of
the deceased ; and the Chief Engineer will adopt the necessary measures for .that purpose.

8. Adverting to oue of the reasons given. by Lieutenant Clay. for making the- secox;ii ad-

f 500 Rupees on the 23rd December, viz. that 1o funds are nssuefi to Ex.ecutxve 0 : cers
e the 27 h of each month, the Governor in Council requests the Chief Engineer to explain
G}fter t}tl;ofi‘t; :nde‘the reason; for this practice, and to state also whether it prevails in other Dis-
the au

tricts also or is confined to North Arcot.

9. Adverting further to Lieutenan
ears necessary to point out that the chec
th suddenness and without warning.

S,

t Clay’s letter of the 15th March 1859 No, 892 it ap-
k of inspection in order to be effective must be exer-

cised wi

(Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON,

' Secretary to Government.
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