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Read the following papers.

No. 45. Letter from Colonel G. BALFOUR, Inspector General of Ordnance and Maga-
zines ; to the Secretary to Government, Military Department, dated 15th April 1859,
No. 808.

The Officer Commanding Cannanore has made éi‘;,plication for a money grant for the

maintenance and repair of the Aca“_t,‘?ﬂlnfﬂtrmads of that station, The extent of the roads

ST required t6 be maintained is 10} miles; of these 6 are main and 44 minor, being in width 6 and
4 yards respectively. According to an Estimate submitted by the Officer Commanding Canna-

nore, the money grant will (exclusive of the value of Convict labor now employed) amount to
Rupees (699-8-0) six hundred and ninety-nine, and annas eight, being at the rates of about
Rupees (82) eighty-two per mile of main road, and Rupees (40) forty, for the mile of the minor
road. These rates are more favorable than those laid down in the Circular Order of the De-
partment Public Works, page 488, para. 2, according to which the total cost would be Rupees
(720-8-0) seven hundred and twenty and annas eight. But, the Officer Commanding Cannanore
states that, he can arrange for the work being actually done at a less cost than even the first
named rates, and requests that Rupees (600) six hundred, may be placed annually at his

disposal.

2. As this measure would be one of decided economy, I beg to advise Government to
L give it a trial, and authorize the disbursement of the amount asked for, the necessary adjusting
| accounts being submitted and audited and reported on in the usual manner.

' 3. I would take this opportunity to state that much dependence cannot be placed on Con-
, vict labor, and that the amount charged is more fictitious than as representing the actual value of
; work performed ; for it will be evident that the arrangements regarding Convicts generally are
: such, as not to admit of more than but slight and little work being performed, and therefore in
l deciding on the matter under consideration, due allowance should be made in this respect.

4

s

No. 45 A.  Official Memorandum from Colonel G. BALFOUR, Inspector General of Or;i-
nance and Magazines; to J. D. BOURDILLON, Esgq., Secretary to Government, dated
7th June 1859, No. 60.

With reference to the Memorandum of the Secretary to Government, No. 76 dated 30th

April 1859, the Inspector General of Ordnance and Magazines has now the honor to state, that

: the Officer Commanding Cannanore reports that the average number of Convicts employed du-

' ring the past official year was 49 per diem; that the period of daily work rendered is 4} hours;

that the value is credited at anna (1-10) one and pice ten per man per diem ; but that, when it

‘ is compared with free cooly labor its actual worth cannot be estimated at more than (11) eleven
pice per diem per man. .

2. The details of the Estimate the Inspector General begs to state are as follows :

' Length of Road.

‘ 91 Main road, @ Rupees 75 per mile vo.oevvivenniiinnnicneena . 712 8
41 Minor road, @ ,, 36 33 mevesresserevercens

! Superintendence, 5 per cent., reerenene

Sundries, 5 searenasersiesaieiinens

‘ Deduet 3} Miles
Main road @ ¥5 Rupeés per mile under the Civil
CONLIOL waviviiracncrenmmiienienensenionrnons seenne 2062 8

. ’ ) Rupees...... 699 8

which amount includes every thing necessary to the roads, the repair of bridges, parapets,
; water courses, &c.
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(Signed) I, D, BOURDILLON,

Secretary to Government,
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