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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
Jrom 11th to 17th June 1859,

Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel J. H. BELL, Chief Engineer;
to J. D. BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretary to Government, dated 28th May 1859,

No. 1009.
I have the honor with reference to para. 3 of the Proceedings of the Madras Government
under date the 19th lnstant No. 1210, to request that you will submit to the Honorable the

Governor in Council the following explanation of the causes of the delay in maturing and
classification of Executive ranges and of office establishments to

No. 13.

submitting a scheme for the

suit them. .
2. It appears from several Memoranda in the office that, from the date of receipt of

Extract Minutes of Consultation dated 8th February last, various schemes were projected and
set aside by Colonel Faber, the late Chief Engineer, the difficulty in the matter being the
distribution of establishments allotted to 51 Officers to 87 ranges. In the sanctioned es-
tablishment for the Public Works Department the number of Officers is 78, and if their es-
tablishment were available, their distribution would have given the ranges su flicient and efficient
establishment, either in reference to their relative importance or to the position of the Officers
who should have charge of them ; but Government having in Extract Minutes of Consultation
dated 8th February, above referred to, directed that the proposition should not exceed the
amount of the existing reduced establishment, the difficulty arising could not be easily
overcome; and before it was possible to come to a decision, whether the ranges shall be
classified, whether they shall as they now are, be placed eachin charge of an Officer or subor-
dinate, or whether two or more ranges shall be placed under the supervision of one Executive
Officer with subordinates in immediate subordinate charge of each, the Memo. from G overn-
ment dated the 5th March calling for a statement of Executive ranges, the number of talooks
«comprised in each, the average revenue and expenditure for a certain number of years, and
the Officers and subordinates composing its present strength was received; but the requisite
jnformation not being on the records of this office, the District Engineers were Tequested to
prepare and forward the required statement as reported to Government in a letter from this
office dated the 23vd Idem No. 8915. It was then deemed proper to defer the consideration
of the scheme till the receipt of the statement from District Engineers; and in the meantime
Colonel Faber addressed the Government on the 17th March the letter in which the question
of placing more than one range under an Executive Officer was submitted for orders.

3. The District Engineers were however unable to prepare and submit the statement
within the fortnight’s time prescribed, the necessary information as to revenue and expenditure
f,r the given periods not being on the records of their office. All had to scek the information
from the Collectors, but from causes described in my predecessor's letter dated the 23rd March
last No. 8915, and above referred to, great delay has taken place in furnishing the same. The
District Engineers having been hurried, many of t}xem despatched the statement incomplete or
defective in information in these very respects, and revised ones had to be called for, while
others have reported that the requisite information has not been furnished by Collectors. ,In
these cases the latter Officers have been called upon to report the cause of the delay. The
District Engineer of North Arcot, in forwarding the statement defective, as above described,
all papers from which information can be gleaned on the subject were taken
issioners appointed for the adjustment of the accounts of his District ; hut
apers and a copy of the despatch communicated to the

reported that,
away by the Comm
he has now been directed to recall the p
Piesident of the Commission for information.

4. Tt will thus be seen that no avoidable delay bas been permitted to occur in this case,
and I bave the honor to state that on the receipt of reliable information from the Districts, a
suitable scheme will be devised for range establishments and submitted for the approval of

Government.

OrpER THEREON, 11th June 1839, No. 1445,
the delay in submitting the scheme

7 of the order of February 8th

No. 14.

In this letter the Chief Engineer explains the causes of
of establishments for the Executive ranges, called for in para.
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Proceedmgs of the Madras Government, Public T
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R
No. 330. The main cause is th

only fifty-one Officers of the ar
to allot these fifty

N e

Vorks Department,

e

ced condition of the De

ranges;and it is found i lmpracticable so
-seven ranges, as to ensure efficiency,

at there are now, in the redu
ades to have charge of
-one establishments to eighty

an attempt, and it is to be regretted th

at this cause of delay was not stated sooner
sion *“ existing establishments”

The expres-
occurring in the order above quoted, was not used with, intena
duced strength of the Department, but had in v;
suflicient for the ranges. An efficie

cessary whatever Oﬂicer is in charge,
Department ; and the Governor in Council now resolves to empower C

basis of his distribution, not the cost of the present establishments of fi
of those originally contemp.ated for the whole 87 Executive ranges.

éstablishments orlgmally fixed as

nt establishment in-sach -
Executive range is absolutely ne

and in every state of the
olonel Bell to take ag the
fty-one Officers, but that

(Signed) J. D, BOURDILLON,

Secretary to Government,

partment,
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