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Proceedings of the Madr@s Government, Public Works Department, = v
‘ - Jrom 24th September to 4th October 1859, -~ =

No. 34. - Read the following letter frqm Lieutepant-Co]onel J. H. BELL, Chief Enginee'r. :

: - to J. D. BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretary to Gorvernment, dated 315t‘Augu5t.1859. .
No. 4426, o S

lAgreeably to the orders* of Governmént, calling for a fepért ‘on -thek'sui)j»ec't of s.tea.m. g

dredges and tugs and mechanical Engineers, I have the honor
to state as follows: -~ : L : .

* No. 1373 dated 6th June 1859.

. 9. The sanction of Government is given in paragraph 2, for certaj 7
to 5 steam dredges supplied by Messrs. F' orrester and Co., of Liverpool
ther enquiry, that those proposed are the best means of correcting th

In remedies being applied
».ifit should prove on fur- . -
e defects, R
3. It appears from further enquiry that the 5 dredges are not of one péttérﬂ ér-xdr size, ar d"l o
I beg leave to defer reporting fully on this subject for some time longer, until press of wg;]in‘ s
Dowlaishwaram being over will admit of Mr. Monecrieff, inechanical ngineer, proceedin ?t
Bezwadah to report on the dredges there—and until Mr. Kennedy has cbmplete,d some al glo o
tions to the dredge on the eastern coast canal, which will enable him to atera-

; ; ) ) to test its utility and -
economy of working, when he will be in a position to report decidedly on the defects of it{ éo:‘ "
struction. o ' oo ' : ) ; A

4. In reference to paragraph 7 of orders of Government, I enclose tabtﬂét staf.eme‘n'ts as
follows : co s oL

their present .

No. 1. Shows all steam dredges, tugs and punts received in this Presidency,.,
actual distribution, and their proposed allotment, R

No. 2 Is an abstract of the above exhibiting the total number of each in the severa] aistriéts ot

which they are -

No. 3. Shows the distribution of the mechanical Engineei‘s, and the mauner in
severally employed. : S o IR

- 5. It will be observed that the entire number of dredges in table 1is 17, of which ‘5 vare' .
those referred to in paragraphs 1 and 4 of ordgr of Government, and 1 was purchased in 1854 : -~ =
by the District Engineer of Godavery division, which leaves 11 dredges and their complement of - -
tugs and spoil boats, (or punts) as noticed in paragraph 3 of the Government order, . . = .

. 6. The proposed allotment (7th colulnn,';table 1) isin accordance with that which is laid
down in paragraph 3 of the order of the Government, and approved by the late Honorable Court, -
with the exception that 2 out of three dredges intended for the eastern coast canal have beexi S
;entt to the Godavery d%vxsmn. - This requires explanation, and I trust the following will be satjs.

actory. : : - s o

7.  They were originally landed at Madras, but on inspection by a Committee
April last, they were fpund to be s0 much injured by rust and salt water,
and important castings being broken), that the Commirtee recommended the
to the north, where greater facilities existed, in the workshops at Dowlaishwaram and Bez-
wadah, for executing the necessary repairs. The Chief Engineer accordingly requested th- Lo
Superintendent of Marine to send them by the * Cornwallis,” with the tugs which qthat vess i R
had brought out and which were thus also transferred to the north, [t se:ms to me that thies S
measurg should have been reported for the approval of Government, but jn itself it was as re~" i
gards the dredges necessary, and well advised with respect to the tugs, as these will be of the IR
greatest use for the upper Godavery transit, and the dredgers for the river channels, and neither. -
the District Engineer of Chingleput or Mr. Kennedy thinks it desirable that any ex;)ense shoul (; o

he has fully tested the _merits and demerits of the .

on thé Ist
{besides some large .
ir being despatched .

one at present on the canal,

No. 33. ORDER THEREON, 26th Septémbérvl&sxg,i No 2300." - L

In this letter the Chief Epgineér replies to the order of the Gth J une last ’re‘gardil‘xg‘stéavm
dredges and tugs sent out. ‘ LT Sy

2. Colonel Bell reports that the five steam dreagés for the iepéir of which a condxtxonal

and he proposes o i

e o e v
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Proceedings of the Madras Government Public Works Department,
Jrom 24th September to 4th October 1859,

%

to defer reporting fully on the subject until Mr. Monerieff has an opportunity of visiting and
reporting on the dredges at Bezwadah; and until Mr, Kennedy has completed his alterations to
the dredge on the east coast canal, and is enabled, after testing its utility and economy of work-
ing, to report decidedly on the defects of its construction. 'I?his is approved ; the Government
hope to receive Mr, Kennedy’s report on the dredge under his care at an early date.

Re uW“h reference to P'aragra'ph 7 of the order, the Chief Engineer explains that there
are in all seventeen dredges, including the five noticed above and the one purchased by the En-

gineer of t.he Godavery Division in 185 k, besides 12 tugs and 66 spoil boats, Their proposed
allotment is as follows : 2 .

Dredges. Tugs. Punts.
- Godavery district © Y

Coringa harbour.........c.. veuveennen.s 1 1 6
Masulipatam..a..eccens vevrerevenennnns 1 1 6
Kistnahu.ovueerrereiiiinneereirenniennen, 4 2 12

" East Coast Canal......cceucouurs vuvnin. 1 0 0
Cooum (temporarily) ..cocevrereenes . 0 1 0
Negapatam....ueueuuernennns veereerereenens 2 1 6
Total,..... 17 12 G6

4. The mechanical Engineers sent out to have charge of the dredges number in ‘all sixteen
nd are located as follows : '

First‘ class. Second ciass. Third class. Total.

Godavery division including Cocanada. 4 1 1 6
Nellore....ovvueiieensncrrererressssssivnnees 0 0 1 1.
Madras.....coonueee. evenrareenrennesrannane 2 1 S 6
Under Garrison Engineer...... vooceean 0 0 1 1
Nagapatam...... veeereres errereresciiseense O 0 1 1
Jackatalla.....oviveneienennrioionnnes cicnee 1 0 0 1
Total... 7 2 7 16 -

5. The Chief Engineer expresses no opinion as to whether the allotment of the dredges
has been suited to the requirements of the Presidency, nor has he explained the necessity of
baving so many as eight out of seventeen in the Godavery division, or how they are to be em-
ployed. But he will no doubt order any transfers ‘which he may consider expedient.

6. He will be pleased also to state how many of the dredgesand tugs are now being
actually worked, and where. - . : : :

S (Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON,

Secretary to Government.
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