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Proceedings of the Madras Government ;
L G4 o 3044 Septey be
R e e :
No. 20. Read the following letter from H. CLEGH
Forests ; toJ. D. BOURDILLON;, Esq

8th August 1859, No. 744.
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. Secfetary to Government, dated Utakamund,

“n
'

. I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of the Proceedings of Government, No. 1637,

dated 4th July 1839, I erranged at once to visit the

Madtmalli forest, in company with

Captain Morgan, and spent four days inspecting the capabilities of the forest and the system of

ORN, Esq., m. p., Conservator of

maragement. The result of my examination is given in the acCompanying memorandum {enclo-
sure A,) ' ‘

2. In regard to the value of the timber, as none but the best teak is accepted, I consider

that 1 Rupee charged on delivery at Jackatalla is at least .3 per cent. below the market Price,
which at present is It Rupee at Utakamund, o 2 :

3. The enclosed copy* of aletter to the Special Executive Engineer, Jackatalla, enumerates
the different forests from which the timber required for the barracks might be

* Euclosure B.

obtained, and shews that the Madamalli forest is the nearest, and ip spite of the
difficult carriage, the most eligible source of supply.

A\

Report on the Midimalli forest with suggestions as to the systen: of Management.

. . The Madamalli forest is in the district of Malabar, lying between the Segtr forest
' : in Ggimbatore and Goondelpett in Mystr, and il%ludes“‘ an area of
abouR00 square miles. The extreme length is 24 miles, the average

" breadth 8 miles.” It is rented by Government from the Rajah of Nel.

Tumboor for the supply of teak to the Jackatalla barracks. The lease was entered into in 1857, -

I believe, with the concurrence of Mr. Robinson, then Acting Collector of Malabar, ang was for

a term of five years of which 3% are still to ran,  The annual rent is 2,500 Rupees,

Vide Cuptain Morgan,

RIS

o i . ) . . 1
; s s T i, gt O T L S : 5/ D , 2. GENERAL CHARACTER or FOREST AND ITs carsBiLITIES,—The general character of the !
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forest is good, containing a large quantity of -

*
Teak, Tectona grandis.,

Blackwood, Dalbergia latifolia,

Benteak, Lagerstremia mic: ocarpa,

Marahdoor, Terminalia glabra’ R "1

Vengay, Plerocarpurs marsupium,
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There are some grassy knolls cov

Gogahulla and on the banks of the Moyar river. The trees ar

cred with good pasture, and the largest teak is in the v

¢ considerably more lo

alley o
fty than

those in Segiir, and the Jungle genera

of Wyngad. | &3

lly much resembleg that on the north and eastery frontier

3. Bouxparizs,—East Tippacaddoo,

north west Ne]

licotta, south Segily,

4. Dgrain or FOREST OPERATIONS.—The Wood-cutters ar

forest ; the
formed pa

wyers come from

by elephants, of wh

Mysore ; the dragging of the logs to the forest track is per.

e Coorumbers, inhabiting the. .-

ich, eight belong to the Commissariat and six to the forest

5. The carriage from

chiefly Mahommedans, one Set carrying only as far ag Utakamungd
‘kamund to Jackatalla, The cause of the whole dise
contractors is that the bullocks would then be tw

proves very injurious to the catile from the low country, givi

Ly eenlivel (7/4'_'/4,;.51,
P

stock, paid out of barrzxc]:.est{mates, and partly by buffal

oes purchased for the purpose,
the forest to the barracks is performed by two sets of cohtractors,
» and the secong from Uta. -
ance not being performed by one setof
o days above ghat, which the owners say -
g rise to bronehjal affections,
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G. Cuanrces ror FELLING.—The logs are cut and squared by Coorumbers, at the rate of
one anna the cubic foot, which is a fair wage and corresponds with the charge in many parts of
western Mysdr, ’

od

7. Sawixe.—The rate is 40 rurning feet per Rupee, when the log does not exceed one
foot in the square ; when the cut exceeds 13 inches in depth, the rate is 20 feet per.Rupee, the
Mysﬁr rate is 45 square feet per Rupec,—-thg average here is 80, which, considering the un-
healthy climate and distance Arom their home, is nct excessive, - There is little sawing done
now, except by dividing large logs, which are otherwise unmanageable for carts. :

8. Canrisce.~When the weather is favorable, the Con:n_iissariat bullocks, (lately arriv-
ed), are employed in conveying logs from the western exts emity of the forest to the eastern
limit, viz., the high road at Tippacaddoo, a distance of 18 miles, from which the wood is con-’
veyed by contract carts to Utakamund. ' :

9. Mzasurement.—The logs are measured at MGddwalli by the Manager or his As-
sistant and payment is made accordingly. Every axeman (Coorumber) receives his due partly
in money, but chiefly in grain, (by preference, and I may say of necessity,) at the market vate,
znd a settlement takes place weekly ;—the average earnings of an axeman is five Rupees per
mensem, but an industrious man easily earns eight Rupees. ' ‘

10. * The measurement in the forest .is of the ectval culic contents of each log,—a differ-
ence, however, occurs in the accounts of re-incasurement ot Jackatalla, which {from the ex-
planation given to me) arises from taking the measurement to which the loz would square to
in'its whole length, the former I need harcly remark is the usual mode. A further difference
arises from the oflicers at the barracks measuring within the draghcle, which is in accordance
with the gencral custom. This explains the difference of mezsurcment noted by Government
in paragraph 5 of the orders cf Governrx;cnt, dated 4th July 1839, No. 1637,

1. Tracuents.—There is a large quanticy of slabs, cracked planks, tops, butts, &e.,
which though not suitable for the barracks are saleable in the Utakamund market and else-
where.  Such as are at the Karkhana might be disposed of at a fixed rato, (say 10 to 12 annas
according to q{lality) by the Manager, to any person who sends for them. Such as are at the
Goondelpett workshop migh suit the Engincer for the Sangalore railway. I have written to Mr.
Beattie on the subject. Any remaining fragments after the completion of the barracks might
be sold by auction. The probable receipts from the sale of fragments may be put down at
5,000 Rupees. ‘ 4

12, CARRIAGE cosT oF.—The distance from Tippacaddoo™to Ttakamund is 25 miles and
is paid for at five annas per cubic feot. The distance frem Ctakamund to Jackatalla is 10 miles,
and the timber is carricd by a distinct set of contractors or by bullocks belonging to the
barracks, the rate is equal to three annas per cubic fuot, making eight annas in all from the forest
to the barracks. :

L

13. Leesix roresr.—During the four days T traversed the forests, 1 saw and counted
about 1,030 logs, averaging 15 cubic feet, equal to 18,6C0 cubic feet. In addition to this,
Captain Morggx informed me, that there were in other parts which I bad not time to visit, and
* 25000 Madamalli at the Goondelputt workshop which I inspected, about 11,000 logs
__ 5,000 Mysar. making a total of 50,{/00* fect of seasoned teak, It will thus be seeli
2200 that there is no dearth of guod wood, but the clief di_fﬁcﬁhy of sup-
ply is the steepness of the Segtr ghit, and the Leaviness of the roads during the monsoon

months,

- M. -Estapuisunent.—The establishment is coiployed temporarily, the monthly cost at
 this date is 542 Rupees, (including the ealary of the Superintendent), this is £Q Rupces lcss
than the sum given in Colonel Lawford's letter, dated 9Gih May 1859. Mr. DeMonte is in
charge of tl.e workshop, all the other ewployees are natives, several valuable lives have been
lost frem the unlealtliness oftle forests, 1 fevnd several cartmen and bullock drivers suffer-

st
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Procecdings of the Madras Government, Public Worhs Department, 3
Jrom 24th September to A1l Octoler 1850,
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ing from fever and its consequences, enlarged spleen and general (e bility, and insisted strongly
(S . co R S . - TR
upon their being supplied with thick cumblies and sleeping on high cots,

15. Ereruants.—There are at present 14 elephants at werk in these forests, The eight
animals belonging to the Commissariat having dragged to the road side the greater parts of the
logs will probably be transferred in the coursre of this month to Anamallay where they are
much required. .

16, Burrocks.—Of fifty pairs of bullocks received two months ago from Hoonsoor, 47
pairs are at work, one bullock was killed by a tiggr, two died on the ghit, and in two months, six
untrained avimals were Jost in the jungle.

17, Kisxnmaxa.—The whole of the buildings are mud edifices. These are Captain
Morgan’s hut, the oflice, bullock shed and sawpits, all roofed in with bamboo mats. 1 think
itmight be worth while to build a small pucka granary for the remainder of the lease; the
Joss and injury to the food, supplies (rice, raggee, grain, chillies, cocoanuts, &ec., ) must be very
considerable during the mousoon, and the risk of fire in the dry weather is great.

IS. Tank.—A small tank constructed by Captaia Morgan is of great use to the depart-
ment ; there are now 10 feet of water in it, and in the hot-weather, this zives the sole supply for
the clephants and establishent. '

19. Roaps.—The forest is divided into two parts by a long narrow swamp, in which the
clephants often stuck fast, and over which they could not drag the heavy logs. By damming
one end of this, the tank beforementioned has been formed, and this bund now forms a commu-
nication for carts, &ec.

£0. A fair cart road has been constructed from the Karkhana to Nordee, a distance of 10
niles, and a sccond road to Cacanulla, a distance of 7 miles. The road from the Karkhana to
Tippacaddoo (8 miles) has been opened and improved, another road to the Gogohulla valley has
been commenced and will soon be completed,

1. The working of this rented forest has not hitherto fallen under my supervision, but in
accordance with the order of Government, I beg to offer the fo”owing suggestions,

L. That the management continue as at present under the charge of Captain Morgan, Ex.
ccutive Engineer, who shall reserve the best timber (Ist) for the Jackatalla barracks and (2nd)
other Government purposes.  This officer is well qualified for

the work and afrer many attacks
of fever is in a measure acclimatised.

IT. That to assist in defraying the working expenses, the inferior ]

‘ 2 . ogs and fragments
be sold as opportunities offer,

HIL  That in anticipation of the continued demand for teak on the Neilgherries for Ge.
vernment purposes even after the barracks are finished, a new ghat be kept in view. At pre-
sent the carriage up to Utakamund costs 50 per cent. on the value of the wood below, Indeed,
additional carriage is not available, none but practised bullocks come up the gha. ‘

IV. There being no public officer so much interested in t}
from the Mysore boundary to Jackatalla, and no one who sees s0 3
quirements, I would again venture to suggest that this line of 1o
Morgan, and this would give him full employment,

12 state of the ghat and road
nuch of the traffic and jts re-
ad be placed under Captain

V. Inorderto lightenthe carriage as much as possible, I would advise that.
phants have dragged the logs to the depét below, the end picces with the dragholes be sawn off,
This seems a trivial matter, but when many hundred logs are being carried, the removal of § or 1(;
inches (which is useless) would be of some importance. There is much old woed strewed about
on the side of the ghat, belonging to Edulgee and Hoossaia Bava, the former contractors of the
Segiir forests.  As this is liable to cause confusion and to facilitate pi]fering, I warned fhese

timber merchants that they must remove to cne place whatever they could prove to be their pro.
perty in course of a fortnight, ‘ ' P

after the ele.

N By rewlivel (D T e,
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4 Procecdings of the Madras Goz:é:'iz?mcnl, Public IV orks l)‘eparlmcnt,
’ ' lﬁcm‘ﬁ:ith Seplember to 4th October 1839. :

eed

e S
Captain Farewell, Special Ex-
Morgan to adhere strictly to the

VI, Inreference to the method
ecutive Engineer, informs me that he h
rules of the Department Public Works,

of keeping the accounts,
as instricted Captain

VIL. Ifany other large public building is like
much timber, I trust that I Inay receive early intimation
rumbers is a matter of difficulty and attended with ¢

ly to be erccted on the Hills requiring

» @3 the collecting of sawyers and Coo-
oustderable expense,

(Signed) H. CLEGHORY, w0 D.,

Conservator of Forests,

—— i
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Letter from H. CLEGHORN, Esq., M. p., chﬁservator of Forests ;: to the Special Exccutive
Engineer, Jackatalla, dated Utakamond 27th July 1859, No. 719.

Wy e

With reference to the letter® of the Deputy Chief Enginéer to

quality of Segdr and Madamalli
!

timber for the vompletion of the

following observations.

your address, regarding the
teak, and the provision of
barracks, I beg to make the

* Dated 21st June 1859,

Ist. There are four forests from which you can receive the
L. Anamallay. :
II. Segir. '
TIL Madamalli.
1V. Mystr.

ANAMALLAY.—2nd. The Anamul!ay timber was tried and found to b
expensive, the carriage up the Coonoor ghat being most difficult
(as 20 cubic feet,) besides this, the long scantling is peculiarly s
short pieces are in great demand for the Railway, Gun C
undesirable to have recourse to this source of supply.

required timber for the Jacka-

2 superior, but very
»even for logs of moderate size,
uited for ship-building, and the
arriage Manufactory, &e. It seems

SEGUR.—~3rd. The late contractor at Segtr (Mosssain Bav
ply of wood in his yard at Utakamund, and a large quantit
wood is good, but generally ot short lengths, averaging 12 fe
poses; the cost is # rupee per cubic foot below, and one rupe
one rupee eight annas sawn. There‘can be no ohjectioxn to a sel
found to suit the required measurements, ‘

a,) has a considerable sup-
¥ at his depdt below ghiit: the
et, which does not suit your pur-
e four annas above ghit, in logs
ection of such rafters, &e., as are

Mupumarrr.—4th. I lhave visited Midtmalli forest in order tl)
Iength on the . system of management in accordance with the orders of
July 1859, No. 1637, The size of the Jogs there is much greater tha‘n'
or 18 feet, and I think if Colonel Lawford had had the same opportuniti

had this week when traversing the forests, he would not have condemfied the timber. The

quality generally appears to be excellent, the quantity in seasoned logs is not far from 25,000
feet, of this I saw about 18,000 feet, which had been dragged out to the side of tl

Government, dated 4th
at Segiir, averaging 16

1¢ forest road,
Mysore.~5th. There are quartecly aucti;)hs heldin thz town of Mystr, and there are

(T believe, about 1,000 logs available in the Heggadevincotta forest ; the rate of the last public

sale was about one rupee. Two hundred selected lojrs have lately

workshop, and this seems to be a good arrangement. The additional

distance is about 50 miles,
and the same difficulty occurs in reference to'the Segiir ghat.

Cowncruston,—T have thus reviewed the different sources of supply, and would only re-
mark in conclusion, that there is no lack of good timber; the great difliculty in supplying it is
from the steepness of the ghat and the state of the roads at this season. It scems to me indis-
pensably necessary to have an officer of experience and CAEIEY to superintend the Segftir and
Miidfimalli forests ; the supervision of these with the Goondelpett workshop occupics Captain

Morgaa fully. I bave borne testimony to his peculiar fitness for this office, and I think that
his removal at present would occasion much difficulty, : ‘

at T might report at

es of judging as I have -

been sent to the Goondelpett -

t

T }}Ozc;};fg:of the chi’,:;j_c‘zsrGé¢c7'??l?gq?z§,_ﬁlt?/li_c Works Department, 5
Jrom 241 September to 4l October 1 e

I may advert to the fact Of the Jease of the Ml’ldu.malli forest which was entered info
expressly for the supply of timber to the barracks, o.f which - three years are yet to run, and .[

also add that in visiting the timber depot here with Mr. Rhbode, Inspector F}eﬂeral of Pri-
e ain Morgan, we were all struck with the mode of measurement, which was not that
o e C“Pt:l(lll’ nd t;:~i1,)(r the average of three ‘logs was at least 20 per cent, below the actual
“S:iﬂiisado{:f;s’o‘} cuur:e s?xould be. included in the profit arising from the working of the forest.
contents. h

No. 21 ORDER THEREONW, 24th September 1859, No. 2293,
mNo. S, . :

. i1 resoly icate this report to the Chief Engineer for his
The Governor in Council resolves to commun cat p e g
information and for transmission to the local officers,

Nos. ILaud V. such of Dr. Cleghorn’s suggestions as relate to them,

2. Withreferenceto the first suggestion in paragraph 21 (?fthe repvort{ the Chief.Ex}gineer’s

. n will be called to paragraph 3 of the order of the 6th instant No. 2140. If 1t"1s neces-
et aptain Morgan should remain in his present charge, then, as there stated his depart-
e Cd{)tam nms,bt be debited to the Jackatalla barracks, and he must not be included,
me'ntal ““0“‘1‘“?:3 in the general establishment of the Coimbatore district, But with respect
::)h:lllz:(:) ngr’(gcor’ltinued Zmployment in the forest, the Government await the Chief Lngineer's
reply to the order of July Sth, No. 1663,

‘ to the Ségir ghat and road to the Mysdr frontier, the Government have already ex-
S Asto ; ressed their opinion in the same order (paragraph 2) that the charge of
fhes; should be entrusted to the Superintendent of the Middmalli
forest.

Idem IV.

4. 'With reference to suggestion VI, Dr. Cleghorn will b';]goog en.ouifxe;: l;ieei?:': ?}};it]:;:
he fou’nd Captain Morgan’s forest accounts 4:'01'rectly‘kep‘t. Ile ov:rn o e that the
hief Engineer will give his particular attention to this p.omt. n paragraph 4 o ¢o e
T e “Y'l“ (bl lonel Bell was requested to inquire and report whether, during his late
o lus"t 'NO.' l(?;l’ : 00(1)1 the Nilgiri hills, Colonel Lawford inspected Captain Morgan’s 1‘)001(5
o Oﬂl‘ilmlhl‘:: czlr]::étly and.pugctually kept.  To this enquiry no reply hasyet l?een received ;
?tnidsfl"oelcl;zxcsttez that it may be furnished withogwt f'urthcr delay.

: . fons d be attended to. On the fifth, viz. that a new
5. The second and third suggestions sh.ould be b Divteier B 0', cor b ehoens
it should be made, the Governor in Council observes that the Jstrict Lingin ) M
i;)hﬂt sll'oucted to Prel’lare plans-and estimates for a new line in substitution of the upper part of
ecen dire ‘
the Ségir pass,

6. In the tenth parazraph of his report, Dr. F}leghorn points out that the 1s;‘)1:ep"mc,y

6. graph 5 of the order 4th July last is owing to the method followed at the arracks

noticed " partz;:,e tIi)mber This must be corrected in the manner pointed out by D, Cleghorn.
In measuring . ) :

ith reference to the fourth paragraph of the report, the price to be hereafter allowed
7. \\Qtll lelfl be Rupee 1-4 per cubic foot, being the market rate at Utakamund. But
f;n- tﬁe.tead Sn:)l:he whole cost of the carriage including the purchase and keep of elephants
this being do 3 :
must be zharged to the forest and no part to the barracks.

8. The Governor in Council desires that careful attention b(f paid to thed(')on;er;at‘or’s
‘t' in paragraph 14 respecting cumblies and cots, for the cool.xcsemployed‘ in .t e forest,
Sugges o Iﬁtte:(’l that this was not thought of before. If cumblies are supplied in the ﬁrst‘
.IL 1ts tzebft x;;ir:ost of Government, the price of them must be recovered from the pay of the
mstan ¢ '
recipients. ‘ | o 3
9. Paragraph 16 will be communicated to the Commissaxjy General. Ugfratm.ed 11\){\1(111‘3:‘1;3
such as those referred to appear to have been, ought not to have been sent to aptain Morgan

10. The Chief Engiueer will act on the svggestion in paragraph 17, if he approves of it.

who will attend to
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6 Proceedmgs of the Ma adras Gavernmenl .P'ablzc Works Departme_zzt,
' from 24th Septemler to 4¢%; October 1859
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‘11. The Governor in Council observ

s

S —_—

os from the Ist parawraph (5th clause) of Dr. Cleg-
From Clief Enar, 13tk July horn's letter to Captain Farewell dated 27th July 1839, that Colonel
1859, No, 2678,pardgraph3 Lawford was mxstaken in his low apprccxatlon of the Middmalli teak.

12. The Government resolve to. pomt out to Dr,
make a report, the most convenient plan is to dr
it up as an enclosure ip 4 Separate covering lc{t

Cleghorn that when he has occasion to
aw it in the form of a letter, instead of sending

(Signed) 7. D, BOURDILLON,

Secretary to Government,
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