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Read again letter from the Chief Engineer dated 25th August and rygzcorded in Proceedings of
Government dated 14th September 1859 No. 2207, , o : S

No. 9. Read also the following opinion of T. SYDNEY SMYTH, Esq., Advocate General ;
toJ. D. BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretary to Government, dated 16th September 1839.

This is a case which in my opinion admits of no doubt, I entitely‘ concur in therplrain
obvious and sound view of the question taken by the Chief Engineer in the letter written by
his orders to the District Engineer of Chingleput, under date 25th July 1859,

2. Mr. Norton buys a piece’of land in 1848 and builds a house on it. Many years after-
wards in 1857.58, the Governwent Engineers consider it necessary to open a channel through
the bar very near his house, and they do so. This was about the end of 1857, .

3. It is said that in former times there was an opening in this very place; but,
ence to the present case, this fact seems to me wholly beside the question.

with refer-

4. If indeed the bar had been re-opened. at this place by the effects of a floo
Mr. Norton must of course have stood the consequences; but we all know here, that, on this
coast, when a bar is opened, either artificially or by a flood, the natural action of the sea and
sand generally close it up ere long if it is not kept open by constant care and attention,

5. This part of the bar at all events was clased in point of fact, had so remained for years,
and there is nothing to shew that it would not have so remained till doomsday, had Lieutenant
Moberly left it alone. .

6. Licutenant F. J. Moberly'’s letters shew, that on the first mention of this intended
cutting, Mr. Norton remonstrated, and expressed his apprehen-
27th August 1857,

Yiih October 1857, sion of the very consequeaces that seem to have actually occur-
red.

7. Lieutenant Moberly on the contrary predicted® that « the current past Mr. Nortén;s
“ house” would not “ have any eflect on a long beach in so open
“a part of the luke, there is nothing to make any set on the is-
+ 17th October 1837, paragraph 3. “land.”  Again, he considered itt “ apparent to any one that My,
$ Do. Paragrayh 5. ¢ Norton's island runs less risk” from the new channel than
from the old one; and says ““ I should much doubt there being

“ any velocity at the island :" and again} “in my opinion my

% 23rd July 1858, paragraphs 3 and 4. ¢ present operations will tend to make it more secure than be-
“fore.” Andin alater letterq] he observes that Mr. Norton's

servant in charge ** did not attempt to attribute even this, (viz. the fall of some trees near the
“ lake edge ) to the elfect of the current.” ““ The present alarm is simply ridiculous.” '

* 27th August 1857, paragraph 6.

© 8. Lieutenant F. J. Moberly|| says “ I have, however, caused the

‘ “ trees to make a pile groin at the angle of Mr. Norton’s island
** to afford that gentlewan confidence; but I do not think they
“ are necessary :” and Captain A, S, Moberly§ ¢ fancies” these
works were carried out; but Mr. Norton states positively that he “ was informed that it was
“ intended to throw out a small groin for the protection of the island ; but nothing has been dane.”

[ 17¢h October 1857 paragraph 5

§ J1th July 1859,

9. Mr. Norton states positively that the opening of the bar has resulted in the kundermin.
ing of his sea wall, the constant cutting away of the bank, a rapid current, a deep channel
where formerly the water reached only to the calf of the leg, the constant, fall of his trees one
after the other into the water as the soil is washed away, and the approach of the lake to
within a few yards of his side door, and this in spite of considerable expense gone to by himself :
and, as the Chief Engineer observes, the main fact, the deepening of the water

“is not denied
by any one.” _— . :
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