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"of Mr. Norton's property, and because it was liable to
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department
Jrom 10¢th to 16¢h September 1859. ’

No. 69.  Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel J. II. BELL, Chief Engineer;
to. J. D. BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretar ) Helals gineer ;

. ary to Government, d - " .
No. 4221. ’ ernment, dated 25th August 1859,

I have the bonor to submit for the consideration and orders of Government, the accom
v- . . ’ -
panying plan and estimate, amounting to Rupees 500, prepared by the

8 Letters, . District Enei C

1 Dlan, istrict Engineer, Chinglepu i

\ Plan. prie E eer, gleput, ’for the construction of groynes for the
protection of Mr. J. B. Norton’s property near Coromandel

2 The circumstances which have led to the preparation of the estimate are as follows
Towards the close of the year 1837, Captain F. J. Moberly, the then Superintendent of the East'
ern coast canal, excavated® (at the place where it was represented an outlet had been made in

1827, by Lieutenant-Colon *'Havill: i
* Letter from the Superintendant E. o h’ y a1 . el D’Havilland) with the approval
G canal, No. 147, dated 27th Au- of the canal committee, a cut through the beach at the Pulicat
gust 1857. lake, to t! ! rton’s is
Letter No. 231 dated 19th October 1857, » to the south of I\Ir Norton’s island, for the escape of the
surplus waters. No injury was, however, anticipated to Mr.
are, but for fear that the action of the water against it during the
- - t=]
.  Droceedings No. 4149, dated prevalence of high southerly winds, should cause Mr. Norton
t Extract Proceedings No. ate LS ) X .
27th October 1857. ' to anticipate .any damag? being eflected, it was proposed to
. construct a piled groyne in front of the island. This arrange-
o

was approved of by the late Chief Engineet.

Norton's property by this meas

ment having been considered judicious,

3. Nothing further appears to have been done upon this matter, at least so far as the Cen-
tral office is concerned, until the receipt in Aprillast, of a letter} from Mr. J. B. Norion, where-
¢ Doted 20th April 1850 in thz.it gentleman having rc[.)rese.znted, tha-t in consequence of the

opening of the bar at the site just mentioned, his property had
sustained considerable damage, the attention of the District Engineer, Chingleput, was directed
to the subject, and an early report was called for, as to the best measures to be adopted for the

security of the property in question. In reply to this requisition, Captain A. S. Moberly sub-
mitted§ a letter, dated 23rd July 1838, addressed to him by the

late Superintendent of the Eastern coast canal, after delivering

over charge, wherein it was iatimated that the opening of the cut had not then had the slightest
Norton's property. The District Engineer also reported, that from an

injurious cflect on M, 2
he had nrade of the property on the 5th ultimo, he found that the southern portion

hich the house stood was being washed away, not from any action of the
t or the tide, but from the high south and south east winds, and
d of in Extract Proceedings No. 4748, dated 27th October

¢ Letter dated 11th July 1859

inspection
of the island, on W
watar caused by the cutren
that the protective measures approve
1857, had_to all’appearance been carried out,

4. This report not having been considered satisfattory, the poiuts requiring notice, and
which had been omitted, being whether the bar had been opened by the officeis of Government
nearer to the premises of Mr. Norton, than it would be forced open by the land floods or the
q {g_}euex No. 2506 dated 16th July :gu:[‘g(r):attz: :(L::(’)na?)g :;;};Litle;:; Shuac;tl:keasurles had’ l‘Jeen a'd o}')t-

o , en place. "The District
Engiueer was instructed to order Mr. Kennedy to inspect and

report on the necessary measures to remédy the evil complained of.

5. 1Inreply Captain Moberly answered|| the first point above mentioned, in the negative

and observed tha inj . v

J Leter No. 432 dated 15ih July 1859, — erved thatthe 1n‘]}1ry alluded to, was caused by the action
. of the waves when the wind was from the south or south east.

e also expressed his opinion that the works necessary for the protection of Mr. Norton's pro-
perty should be carried out at the expense of that gentleman.

.

6. ~ It did not, however, appear tome clear, that because a bar formerly existed to the south

be opened by the land floods, the Ge-

vernment officers bad a right to cut the beach at that point without becoming amenable to Mr.



Wodke

sanctioned, is Mr. Norton entitled to further assistance at the hands of Goy

————— "’\MMMMMMMAAA,\ —_
Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,

Jrom 10th 1o 16/, Sept:mber 1859,

Norton for any damage done to his property by the measure, inasmuch 83 the question could not
be determined by the mere assertion of any one, and might be very differently disposed of judi-
cially, although the case may have been'as Tepresented by Captain I+, J. Moberly in his letter
already quoted. Neither did it appear clear to me, that the new bar had not produced the in-
Jury complained of by Mr. Norton, ds that gentleman affirmed, and his statement had not been
denied by any one, that the eflux by the new opening had deepened the water, washing the south
west of his island; for if such was the case, the waves of the lake, even when the bar was closed,
as it appeared to he theny must have acted more eflectually on the land, than they could doin
" Letter No. 2050 dated 25th July 1559, SNAlloW—water entertaining such views, | desired* that a report

and estimate of the woks indispensably required to secure the

land from further injury, should be prepared by My, Kennedy, and submitteq with the views of

the Distiict Engineer.

7. Agreeably with these instructions, the District Eng

from which it will be observed, that the bar wasnot closed at
the time the foregoing letter was written to Captain Moberly, and
that it still remains open, with every probability of continuing
it having on the last cceassion remained open for 10 ycars, when Mr.
Norton’s bungalow had not been built, the effect of the water on the island being the same then as

it isnow. The opening of the bar to the noith of M:r. Norton’s island, would appear to have
been effected by the Coromandel Enamdar in 1833, for the purpose of drawing anchorage dues
for dhonies, the present bar to the south being considered the usual and legitimate one, inas-

mich as Licutenant Morgan is stated to have opened the bar at the same place, after Mr,
Norton’s house kad been built, and that it remained so for 2 years,

1 Letter No. 587, dated 11th Aungust
1859,

80 for some time to come,

8. With regard to the water on the south of the island, Mr.

its depth will now deerease, although in the absence of soundings o
Impossible to state so with perfect certainty. At thel
appear to have been from the soundings given in the accompanying sketch from 5'-8” to 8-6.”
The security of the bungalow would, therefore, seem to be Very precarious, as the building 18
net more than 15 or 20 vards from the edge of the water. To protect thz island from any
further injury, Mr. Kennedy suggests that 4 short groynes of old masonry obtainable from the
Pulicat fort, should be run out, connected with an intermediate wall of the material, and for this
purpose, the estimate now submitted, amonnting to Rupees 500 has been prepared.

Kennedy is of opinion, that

f former years, it would be
atter end of last month the depth would

9. I think it likely that the work proposed will answer the purpose intende
would be.impossible for me to decide, whether or no Mr. N
of his land, the question being a legal one, I submit the matter for the. orders of Government,
In doing so, however, I would beg to observe, that repairs havix‘wg I.Jeen already executed at the
expense of Government in November 1857, as .?tated b){ the District Iingineer, Ching]eput, in
paragraph 3 of his letter No. 587, dated 11th Instant, 1t may be concluded that tle Jrotective
measures now proposed should be carried out at their expense also.  Rut there jg a still more
important question connected with this subject, which I think deserves sertous cousideration,
before the present estimate is disposed of, should the sum of Rupees 500 above mentioned be

froment, that js, if
property ? I have
ow under contema

d; butas it
orton is entitled to the protection

the works now proposed are found not to z}ﬂ"or(? sufficient prf)tection to his
thought proper to request attention to this point, because, if the groynes n ‘
plation be run out at the expense of the State, and should not answer the object iy, view, the
interference of Government may be again sought, and.a sum much larger than the present esti.
mate may have to be subscquently expended, and rc:palrs c.onstal.ltly execut.ed, TO'pre\'ent this,
I would suggest in the event of the estimate submitted with this letter being sanctioned, that f't
may be intimated to Mr. J. B. Norton, that the Gover.nment are not to F)e consl.dered responsi=
ble for any further works that may hereafter be required for the security of his p'ropert): near
Coromandel. The Government legal adviser may, however, be of opinion that M, .hg“()‘n is not
entitled to the protection of his land under the circumstances above l'eprersentcd'; in which case
of course, the groynes now estimated for will have to be exccuted at Mr. Norton's own expense,

D h
P e

ineer submitst} the report called for, -
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
Jrom 10th to 16¢h September 1839.

0 ORDER THEREOYN, 14th September 1859, No. 2207.
No. %0.

d to the Advocate General together with the enclosures, for his opinion whetlfl'er
¢ o e . . : . v n or
Re}ferr. mstances of the case, Mr. Norton is entitled to assistance from Government
under the circu i

. . .
the protection of his property referred to

(Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON,

Secrez‘arg/ to Government.,
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