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Fort Saint George, Public Works Constliation of 29th April 1859,

No. 132,  Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel J. H. BELL, Chief Engineer;
to J. D. BOURDILLON Esq., Secretary to Government, dated 15th Apnl 1809
No. 9603. . i

Sm,

1 have the honor to forward the accompanying copy of a letter under date 7th April 1859,
received from Colonel Lawford, Superintending Engineer, Central Circle, now on a tour of In~
spection at Jackatalla, soliciting to berelieved from the examination of the Malabar Ghauts and
Wynaad Roads, as ordered in Extract Minutes Consultation No. 523, dated 8th March 1859,
as the duties he is now performing will certainly occupy him till the end of the month, about
a fortinight after which, the monsoon on the Western Coast may be expected to commence,
when field duties in that part of the country will become impracticable, the intervening fort-
night being too short a period for the satisfactory prosecution of the duties required of Colonel

Lawford
2. Inthe concluding partof his letter he recommends that the Detachment of Sappers

~
and Miners now employed at the foot of Perambady Pass in Malabar, whose services can on
the commencement of the monsoon be of no further avail, may be orderzd to Jackatalla to ald
in the completion of the Barrzcks, &c., at that Station, a measure which I have the honor to

recommend for the consideration of Government, and I also recommend that the inspection of.
the Ghauts may be adjoined to a more suitable season.

Letter from Lieutenant-Colonel E. LAWFORD, Superintending Engineer, Central” Circle ; to
Colonel C. E. FABER, Chief Engineer, dated Ootacamund, 7th April 1859,

Sir,

Referring to Extract Minutes Consultation No. 762, dated 31st March 1859, 1 have the
Jhonor to inform you that no copy of the order of the Government of India No. 4286, dated 30th
‘September 1858 is in my possession. If therefore that document relates to my present duties,
1 beg to be furnished with a copy thereof. .

2, I may take this opportunity of stating that my work at Jackatalla will certainly nat
be completed before the end of this month, and that it will then be too late for me to undertake
the examination of the Malabar Ghauts and Wynaad Roads, ordered in Extract Minutes Consul-
tation No. 523, dated 8th March 1859, as those duties could not be properly performed in Jess
time than one month or six weeks, before the expiration of which the monsoon will render all

field duty in Malabar impracticable.

3. It would be perfectly useless for me to travel rapidly through the District to decide
questions on which the opinions of Officers of great local experience have been already recorded, ‘
and I trust therefore that I shall be relieved from the necessity of attempting to perform a duty
which it would be out of my power to execute this year in a satisfactory manner. A consider-
able quantity of rain hasalready fallen on the Neilgherries, and the weather along the Ghauts
will continue to be unsettled till the monsoon setsin, which in 1857 took place on the

18th May.

4. Lastly, as the Detachment of Sappers and Miners now in Malabar cannot do any good
there during the monsoon, I strongly recommend that they should be ordered to Jackatalla at
the end of thiz month, as they may be very uset'ully employed in a variety of duties, which now
occupy the Coolies on the works there to the great inconvenience of the Executive Department,
there is a Jamadar of Sappers now at Jackatalla under whose orders and those of the Execu-
tive Engineer the whole party may be placed. o '

5. Indeed I think that nothing could contribute so materially toexpedite the progress of
the Barracks as the employment of a complete company of Sappers in their completxon, if such
a body of that useful Corps could be spared for this purpose.



Fort Saznt George, Public Works Consultation of 2Qth April 1859.
No. 133. Orprer TuEREON, No, 095, dated 29th April 1850, -

Li th accordance with the Chief Engincer's reccommendation the Governor in Council relieves
“;eu cn(;nt-Coloncl Lawford for the present from the duty of inspecting and reporting on the
ynaid Ghauts and Roads, for which duty the scason has now become unsuitable.

Colonel Lawford will perform the inspections in the Tanjore and Trichinopoly Districts,
directed in the orders of the 2nd and 14th March 1839, Nos. 477 and 563.

o
mak M, z\lc)lvcrtmw to the sccond para. of his letter, Culonel Bell will act on his proposition to
™ e t}e Ltac'hmcnt of Sappers and Miners now at the Tambracherry Pass available for sers
¢o at Jackatalla, that Detachment being already employed under the orders of Government,

xbn ﬂ(x;o Public Works. The cmp!oymcnt of the Sappers and Miners at Juckatalla was suggested
y Government in their order of the 12th Tostant No. §G#.

(Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON,

Secrelary to Government,
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