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. Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 29th Aprit 1859,

e

No. 1L Read the foll

owing letter from Colonel C. E. FABER, Chief Engineer; to J. D,
BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretary $o Government, dated 8th I

1859, No. 9442."

5

Si, ‘ ' K o
rmity to the instructions conveyed in Extract Minutes of Consultation No. 535 of

10th Ultimo, requisitions have beea made on the local Officers of the Chingleput Department of
Pablic Works, for the early and fullest practicable iuformation of the causes that have prd-

duced so large an increase in the amount of the present Estimates for Trunk Road maintenance.

2. It will beseen {rom the correspondence I now do myself the honor to transmit (as enu-
merated in the margin) and more especially from the Report of the

1 Original lester from the District E-  gyperintending Engineer in charge of the Central Circle of

gineer Chingleput, dated 24th March . )
1859, No. 1338- - Public Works, that Captain A. Moberly has been inconsiderate,

0. do. from do : ; >

dated 5th April 1859, No. 1441 with and that he was altogether mistaken when he assigned an alleged

2 Original Enclosures. - . . :

1 Do, Cletter from the Superintend- general increase of prices for both.labour and materials, although
jog Engineer 1 charge of Central - as the present scrutiny has established, perfectly correct in the

2

i dated 7th April 1839. : A .
Circle, date P actual cost of work shewnin his Estimates. )

In confo

3. Captain Orr seems to establish conclusively that there has of late been a sensible though '

slight decrease of prices in the Chingleput District, and that the element of cartage of gravel for

Jong distances is that which has been the general cause of the present increase.

ing Engineer has fully satisfied himself of the care and accuracy

with which the District Engineer of Chingleput has drawn up his present Estimates, and as I
fully concur in that Officer’s opinion, whilst further believing that the arnount and rate of traffic
wear and tear had practically been underrated, I do myself the honor to :ecommend that with
the explanation now submitted, His Excellency the Honorable the Governor in Council may be

_pleased to authorize the revised Estimates for execution.

4. But the Superintend

Letter from Captain A. S. MOBERLY, District Engineer, Chingleput ; to Colonel C. E.
FABER, Chief Engineer, dated Guindy, 24th March 1859, No. 1388. :

SIR, D ) , o ) '

- In reply to Extract Minutes Consultation No. G04 of the 16th Instant, forwarded with
your Memo. No. 8794 of the 19th Idem, I have the honor to inform you that, with the excep-
the branch Road from the Mount Road near Mr. Shubrick’s House, through Sydapett,

tion of
now being repaired under the authority granted by you in Extract from your Proceedings No.

6579 of the 23rd December last, no other Road requires more repair than will be covered by
the Annual maintenance allowance I have applied for. ' o : ‘

2. The data on which I have calculated the maintenance allowance is the amount of daily
traffic passing along on those Roads, where there is a regular traffic, but on Roads such as those
from Marmalong Bridge to the Gate of Guindy Park, from Mr. Maltby's Gate to the Elphinstone -
Bridge, &c., on which there is no regular traffic, but which it would not do toallow to fall into
bad order, I have entered the sums passed in Extract Minutes Consultation No,92 of, the 14th

January 1857 e ‘ , . L

3. On obtaining the amount of daily traffic, I allowed one cubic yard of metalling per
bandy, the cost of a cubic yard of laterite jelly and gravel for the Road- between Madras
Boundry and Palaveram, costs on an average Rupees 1-1-10, this sum multiplied by the number.

of bandies together with 5 per cent.’ for wear and tear of Tools and for picking up the old road
is the sum I have entered per mil_e. . E o

4. Iam unable to say on what data Captain Johnston calcnlated the allowance enterea in

TExtract Minutes Consultation No. 92 of the 14th January 1857, the price of a cubic yard of

metalling according to his statement appears to have been only 8 annas. :
5. On reference to the Civil Engineer in charge of the Madras Roads, I find that the cost
of a cubic yard of laterite and gravel for the portion from the Cenotaph to the Fort is on an .
veraage about Rupacs 1-6-5, so that 1 do not think my rates are too high. . .

s e s
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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 20¢th April 1859.
Mvvvvvww et e e
and beld personal communication with him on the subject, I have re-
ed from him the accompanying two letters to your address with their enclosed Statements
tain Moberly was altogether mistaken in assigning as a reason
ise in price either of

ceiv
and have elicited the fact that Cap
for the necessity of augmented allowances for the roads in question, arr

labour or materials. These have in reality actually fallen, with the exception of the bhire of
Carts, as clearly shewn in the Statement prepared by Mr. Supervisor Goodchap, of the wages of
labour, &¢., during each of the last five years; and the true explanation of the District Engi-
neer's Estimates exceeding those formerly prepared for the maintenance of the same roads is,

that he has calculated the cost of each square of gravelling from a careful computation of the
he distances it has to be carried for each Section of

the road, and the expense of laying down, spreading, watering and beating it, to form the re-

ompact surface coating of 4% inches in thickness.

0

-

The Statements forwarded by the District Engineer with ~his letter No. 1033, of
¢ now submitted, having been prepared with reference to the prices
according to the great distance it has generally to be
it is impossible to dispute the correct-

“the 24th December, and thos
actually paid for gravel and for its cartage,
carried and for laying it down in a satisfactory manner,
ness of Captain A. Moberly’s Estimates for the work to be done on the roads in question, and

by supposing that former Estimates were merely specula-

For example, taking the wear and tear as

by the rules for calculating the expense

I can only account for their excess,
tive, and did not give the real cost of the material.
usual to be equal to one cubic yard per Cart per mile,
of maintaining a road according to the traflic upon it, as prepared by Captain Johnston, and
sanctioned by Government in Extract Minutes Consultation of 2#th January 1857 No. 92, the
gravel would appear to have been assumed as varying from 4 to 6 annas,
whereas the District Engineer of Chingleput clearly shews that it varies from Rupee 1-5-7 be-
tween the 16th and 36th mile of Trunk Road No.G, and annas 9 and pice 11 between the 5th and

16th mile of the same Road; it being Rupee 1-1-G, on the piece of road between the Madras
Boundary and Palaveram, specially referred to by Government, and as

d “gflgﬂ;f“ﬁ%l(s}'sgx°' 60% 1 uch as Rupee 1-6-5, in Madras on the roads under the control of the
: Municipal Commissioners.

cost of a cubic yard of

———an,

. Orper THEREON, No. 935; dated 20th April 1859.

which have evidently been made with care and
t of metalling on the Roads referred to is
Estimate sanctioned on the 14th
f material laid on the Road was
hus kept in a tolerable
d appear to need revi-

No. 12.

It appears from the Estimates now sent up,
from the result of actual experience, that the true cos
about double the rate at which it was set down in the previous
January 1857. It occurs then to enquire whether the quantity o
no more than half the estimated quantity ; if so, and if the Road was t
condition of repair, the quantities provided in the present Estimates woul
sion. The Chief Engineer will report on this as well as on any other point connected with the
subject which may appear to him to require the attention of Government and meanwhile final
sanction to the Estimates will be suspended ; but the District Engineer will be authorized to

proceed actively with the repairs.
2. The Governor in Council resolves also to call on Captain Johnston by whom the former
estimates were framed, and who is now Consulting Engineer for Railways, to explain the data

on which his calculation of the cost of metalling was based.
(Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON, -
Secretary to Government.
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